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DEDICATION. 

npO that confpicuous and 
exalted female charader, 
which has not been fliaken by 
the powers of calumny, or 
mifguided by fafhionable Opi- 
nions. 

To Her, who has not called 
good evil, and evil good. 

To Her, who, like the lofty, 
venerable Oak, aiFords a kindly 
fhelter to the humble fhrub, 

and 
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and guards the tender upafpi- 
ring violet from being trodden 
under by the foot of arrogance. 

To Her, who, being herfelf 
truly honorable^ proteds, with 
immutable fteadinefs, the vota- 
ries of truth and honor. 

TO HER GRACE THE 
DUCHESS DOWAGER OF 

v. 

BEDFORD, 

Thefe VOLUMES are moft refpeafully, 
gratefully, and afFedtiohately infcribed, 
by the Author, 

S. GUNNIMG^ 



Adyertifement to. the Public. 

TT A.V I N G been informed, 
lince this work was fent to 
the prefs, that it is fuppofed to 
contain Hiftorical Memoirs of 
my own family affairs; it is 
incumbent. on me to fet afide 
an opinion, that has not its 
foundation in truth. The firft 
volume was, written twenty 
years ago ; I then wrote it for 

my 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

my amufementy I liow publifh 
it for my emolument ; charadiers 
are. certainly not the lefs enter- 
taining, becaufe natural; but 
I difclaim all perfonalities in the 
application of them ; I alio po- 
fitively declare, there is no one 
circumftance, incident or Situa- 
tion in thefe volumes, that has 
the moft diftant allufion to my 
ffwn family, my connexions^ vs)lJ 
friends, or my enemies. 
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CHAP. L 

SIR JAMES -EDMONDS, like other 
countiy gentlemen, whofe bulinefs it is 
to attend parliament, had occafion to call on 
hxs banker, in Lombard-ftreet, the morn- 
ing after his arrival in town; this banker'* 
name was Darlington, he was the baronet'* 

^Id acquaintance. 

> 
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1 bELBOROUGH FAMILY. 

An idolater of the heathen mythology, 
on entering this ftore-houfe of treafures, on 
feeing the immenfe mountains of untold gui- 
neas which lay heaped upon the counter, 
might have miftaken it for the temple of 
Plutus, and paid adoration to old Darlington 
himfelf, as the prefiding deity. 

By help of a glafs fixed in the door of a 
fmall room, he gould diftinguilh every body 
who entered the fliop, and never made his 
appearance to any but the rich and powerful ; 
litde folks were left to tranfaft their, affairs 
with his clerks and their affiflants; from this 
convenient recefs he law Sir James enter, 
and crept out to receive him, with a low- 
obedience, which almolt brought his reve^ 
rend head to the ground 

The dimenfions of his figure were about 
five feet twd inches, but alas, half thefe na-. 
tural advantages were funk by a too juft di- 
vifion of his perfon, one part rifing, the 
other (looping, fo that he exaftly refembled 
♦ 5 thofc 
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DBLBOROUGH FAMILY, 

«}iofe petty machines, called tongs, wl 
in the hands of a beautiful woman, doinc 
honours of her tea table, are wonder 
graceful; his face was .fo narrow that 
huge fpeftacles he carried on his nofe 
only ferved to ftrengthen his fight, btit 
a kind of mafk, behind which, if he 
blufhed at his own extortions, he could t 
unnoticed. 

His head was encompaffed by a tight c 
foh cap, his eyes were fmall, dull, and bl 
fliot, he looked with them as if the con 
plation of his darling metal had blinded 
to every other objeft. 

A fliort converfation on money ma 
being ended, this fon of wealth requefte( 
James to honour him with a few momcr 
private, at the fame time, telling him, 
whifper, that he was under great tro 
ahd Ipoked on his prefence at this critica 
riod, as a moft fortunate event; his fd 
was immediately granted, he tottered oi 
B a 
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fore to open the door of his little room, of 
rather obfervatory ; he fhut it with caution, 
after they were entered and catching hold of 
Sir James's hand> he wrung it with the pang 
of torture, crying out, alas! alas! my wor- 
thy good friend, I am the moft unhappy 
wretch breathing, , ruined and undone for 
ever; not a perfon in the world who can> 
or will affift me. 

You furprife me Mr. Darlington, is it pof- 
fible your circumftances Ihould be fo defpe^ 
rate. 

^hat do you fay. Sir James, (putting 
his ear clofer to him) circumftances — delpe- 
rate circumftances — ^no, no, no, (Ihaking his 
head with a fignificant lear) no, no, had I 
nothing to complain of but my circumftances, 
I Ihould have been at leaft as well off as my 
neighbours — ^the flioe does not pinch therc> 
Sir James, alas ! I had a daughter, once, 
the delight of my eyesj to enrich her I have 
denied myfelf almoft the ncccffary comforts' 

of 
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of life; had fhe been dutiful, by the blefling 
of God, and her father's induftry, fhe fhould 
not have wanted a comfortably portion — but 
now all that is over; he took off his fpeftacles, 
and whiped them— excufe me. Sir James, I 
loved her more than the riches, which for 
her fake I have facrificed the beft part of my 
life in fcraping together. 

Unthinking wretch ! thou haft dilpofed of 
thyfelii and thy father muft look out for a 
more worthy heir to inherit his pofleffions. 

I am forry and furprifed at this account. 

She had nobody to blame but herfelf ; no 
parent ever watched a daughter as I have 
done mine — I ncvpr let her put of my fight a 
moment unlejfs under the care of my houfc- 
keeper, who, >f poffible^ was more attentive 
to her conduft- than even I could bej flic 
hardly ever faw the face of a man to our 
knowledge, and yet what does all this caution 
fignify-^lhe haj run away-~run away from 
B 3 her 
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her careful father — perhaps with a rafcally 
beggarly dog— perhaps with a younger bro- 
,ther who may not have a fingle Ihilling to 
keep them both from ftarving — run away too^ 
juft as I had concluded a bargain with the 
Earl of Greville for a match between my 
girl and his eldeft fon. Lord Sheldon, and 
what do you think now. Sir Jameis, am I 
not the moft juftly incenfed father that a 
perfidious ungrateful daughter ever made 
p-uely wretched I 

Doubtlefe, my friend, you have realbn,. 
great reafon for difpleafure — ^but is k my 
advice you would alk on this occafion ? 

I not only afk, I entreat, I befeech it of 
you— we have known each other long — alas,, 
my riches ! how fhall they be left, who fhall 
I pitch upon for my executor. 



Since, you give me leave, Mn Darlington, 
I (hall fpeak my mind freely, the young lady, 
I confefs, is juftly intided to your anger j 

flic 
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(he has rejcfted the fcheme which paternal 
fondnefs made you fancy you was planning 
for her happinefs, yet I am of opinion, from 
my own knowledge of the man allotted by 
you for her hufband, that in a fliort time, a 
very fhort time, you would have moft hear- 
tily wifhed the alliance had never taken place. 

Suppofe all this true, what can you fay to 
defend her marrying a needy fellow, without 
my confent, or approbation ? 

This, I apprehend, is her moft capital of- 
fence, and by no means can I attempt to de- 
fend it 5 however, as what is paffed has no 
remedy, furely a tender parent cannot, for 
one falfe ftep, abandon an only, a beloved 
child to perpetual mifery. 

Hold, hold. Sir James,—* 

I fay, fir, (raifing his voice) it is unnatural, 

nay, it is impoflTible — but hear me out with 

patience, before you take any rcfolution to 

B 4 your 
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your daughter's prejudice> cxamme, at kaft>» 
the merits. of a choice you cannot now pre- 
vent — confidcr you have enough to make 
them happy if the young man's chara&er and 
conduft Ihould deCcrvc your favour. 

Favour, Sir James, why do you talk ta 
me of favour ! I know the fellow^s pcrfon it 
is true, but even with his name I am unac- 
quainted, he may be a footman for ou^t I 
know to the contrary, as to merit, conduct, 
charafter, and all that, look ye. Sir James, 
they are beneath my notice, it is a fethcr's 
bufmefi to mind the msm chancer had Ihc 
married a Lord, or the fon of a Lord, I 
might have forgiven her, but to bring into 
a. family like mine, a nobody— a worfe than 
nobody — mean fpirited undutifol huffey, mt 
a (hilling fhalllhe ever finger from my bags, 
no, not to faVe her from famine, ^ill I ever 
advance a fixpence. 

And this is your determined rcfolution. 

It 
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Jt is by heavens. 

Why then, Mr. Darlington, trouble your- 
fclf to relate, or me to hear, the nature of 
your grievances, yet obftinately rcjedt the 
very advice you folicited? 

I did not expcdt you would afk me to fot^ 
give the ungracious baggage — ^no, no, I ne- 
ver will forgive her, that's certain. 

Then I fliall only add, old gendeman, that 
I deteft your obdurate principles too much 
to fupport you in them — farewell, fir, I haVq 
neither time or inclination ^to throw away my 
coimcil where I find it totally difregarded. 

Nay, but worthy fir— good fir — '(laying, 
hold of his button) I have no relief— I have 
no comfort 43Ut in talking of my trouble;s. 

Hearing the Ihop door open, he interrupt^ 

cd himfelf to peep through the glafs— he ut- 

leccd a cry of furious rage— made but one leap 

B 5 forward. 
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forward, and catching hold of a young man^ 
who had juft entercd-^audacious rafcal — vil-- 
lain — fcoundrel, crycd he, (in a voice con- 
vulfed with paffion) how dareft thou ap- 
proach thefe doors — ^where'g my child-— 
Where's my daughter — where's Lucy — give 
me back my daughter or I will have thee 
hung at tyburn. 

By this time Sir James entered the field 
of aftion and was ftiuck with an air of dig- 
nity by which the ftranger was (eminently diC- 
tlnguiilied — he difengaged him, though with 
feme difficulty from the old man's gripe, who 
held him by the collar as fall as he would 
have done a robber who had hardinefe 
enough to befiegc his dear coffers. 

Let me interfere gentlemen, faid Sir James^ 
I am no ftranger to the caufe of this unfortu- 
nate enmity, and wifh, from my foul, it may 
be in my power to ferve you both. 

Old 
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' Old Darlington could not fpeak— he 
ftampt— he raved — he wept, in Ipeechlefs, 
fury. 

I thank you, fir, replied the young man, 
bowing with an air of refpeft, you arc intitled 
to my warmeft gratitude ; thofe perfonal in- 
fults which I have been compelled to receive 
in your prefence, muft caft a term of re- 
proach on my charafter— as an officer I can 
make no apology— in the name of fon, which 
I have now the honour of bearing, to this 
gentleman, I flatter myfelf, you will find my 
excufe. 

Come, come, my old friend^ replied Sir 
James, warmed with the manly expreffions 
of the ftranger, you muft not — fKall not 
longer continue this obduracy — ^you have vo- 
luntarily made me a party — fuffer me to per- 
fuade you to accept the happincfs which is 
ofFered. 

r ' 

B 6 No, 
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No> no, no> roared the enraged father^ 
almoftfufFocated with paffion — get out of my 
houfe— out, out I fay, —take my curfe with 
thee, it is the only gift I will ever give my 
wretched daughter or thyfelf— never trouble 
me again^ butftarve, ftarvc together. 

Sir James Edmonds fixed a look of afto- 
fiifliment on this unnatural parent,, whilft the 
perfon to whom his cruelty was direfted, ftept 
forward, and with a refolute firmnefs in his 
manner, but in a voice p^rfe(5tly reipefitfulj 
Ipoke as follows: 

' Confcious that I havt offended, I hoU 
no title to refentment, but am heartily forry 
your diipleafure is not to be remove;d— the 
hopes of reftoring your, child to the arms of 
a forgiving parent, brought me hither— 
however cruel my reception has been I 
fhall return to my wife with, that ardour of 
afteftion, which it will never be ia youi; 
power or the power of fortune to diminifti— 
I am no beggar, Mr., Darlington; I have 

enough 
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enough to fupport your daughter, not only 
ia the abfolute neceflaries of life, but even in 
fome degree of affluence-— this only fhall I 
add, that I came aot here to enrich myfelf 
with your wealth but to- incrcafe the felicity 
of my wife, by reftoring to her a father.* 

Nobly expreffed, cried, the Baronetj now, 
by xny foul, young gentleman,, I have two 
daughters, was you unmarried, and they at 
tjie years of defcretion, with their own good 
leaves, you fhould take your choice of either, 
•—allow me, fir, to afk your name, and to 
offure you, from this moment> it is the wilh 
of my heart, we may no more be ftrao^rs to 
cagh othcrc 

You do me too much iionour, my dear 
0r— -my name is Fairfax— except the 4iappir 
nefs I Ihould feel at giving back my Lucy to 
a fether's tender alFcftiion, the continuance of 
your generous fayour is. what I am^moft fol- 
Ucitous to attsain^ 

Don't 
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Don't think me impertinent, Mr. Fairfax, 
I am not led by mere curiofity, I wifli to do 
you fervice, permit me then one other qiief- 
tion, are you of the lame faniily with the 
Earl of Delborough ? 

I am his brother, fir, without that love 
which is a brother's due; never did I give 
him caufe to blufli, that our parents were 
the fame, yet hia. indignation follows me be-' 
caufe I chofe a profeffion contrary to his 
opinion, though, he never condefcended to 
make me acquainted with his objeftions 'till 
after I had purchafed my commiffion, from 
which time I was forbid his prefcnce and his 
houfe. This is no feafon for referve«— you 
are Mr. Darlington's friend, I would not con- 
teal my real fituation from either — ^my own 
fortune which is no more than nine thoufand 
pounds, is now my whole dependance — ^from 
my brother I never expeft a fingle favour ; 
and I truft in Providence, my worthy fol- 
dier, cried Sir James, you will ftand in no 
need of his protection, then turning to the 

banker. 
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banker, is it poflible you can ftiU entertain 
refentment againft this generous youth, ra- 
ther let your gratitude be offered to heaven, 
who has given your daughter a noble, a de- 
ferving hufband- — receive to /our arms a fon, 
in whofe merits you will find more real fa-» 
tisfaftion than in all the wealth you have been 
to induftrious to accumulate ; receive him 
from my hand, I glory in making my old 
"fiiend fo valuable a prefeht, if you do , not 
thank me at our next meeting my life fhall 
be the forfeit. 

There was no refifting his honcfl: elo- 
quence ', Mr. Fairfax could only diank him 
by a look expreffive of the moft grateful 
emotions, whilft the heart of the old man 
was divided by a thouiand different pafTions. 
The laft words of his Ion in law made no in- 
cohfiderable imprefBon — to find Lucy mar- 
ried fo much beyond his late expeftations 
was a reviving cordial, and Sir Ja'mes'^ 
friendly interpofition completed the viftory, 
he held out his hand/ which being feized 

with 
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with ardour, was gracefully carried to the 
lips o£hb now happy relation; 

The baronet, oveijoyed at the reconcilia- 
tion in which he had fo principle a (hare, 
"vriflied them uninterrupted felicity, and took 
his leave, though ftrongly preffed by the 
banker to ftay dinner.. . . 

Every thing being now dilcuflfed in a pri- 
vate conference,, to the fatisfadion of Mr* 
Darlington, he felt fo much joy at his dauglr- 
ter's being allied to nobility, that his ill hu- 
mour intirely vanifhed, and he now loaded 
him with as many civilities as he had a littTe 
before done with execrations and reproach— 
Mr^ Fairfax was allowed to fetch his wife- 
foe too was well received, and they dined 
together with fo much harmony that nobody 
could have fulpedted there had ever been the- 
Igaft di&greement between them.. 
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CHAP- IL 

AFTER the happy rcconciHarion with 
which we concluded our laft chapter; 
old DarUngtoii dcfired Lucy's hxifband to at- 
tend him in his 'counting houfe at eight o'clock 
the next morning, having fome afiairs of 
confequence to propofcj which he hoped 
would turn out for their mutual advantage, 
Mr. Fairfax punftually obferved this ap- 
pointmentji and the banker irnrjiediatcly 
opened his defigns^ 

Son, faid he, for now methinks that name 
is not difpleafipg to me, you are fenfible I 
bavc but one child, that ihe was the darling 

of 
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of my heart before — no offence Captain, I 
mean not to repeat grievances, they are now 
pad I have forgiven her, and reftored her 
again to my afFeftions — I truft you will de- 
ferve her love and my fatherly kindnefsi as 
a proof of your readinefs to do this you muft 
quit the army— anfwcr, but don't refufe me 
—I am pofitivc— take care fon Fairfax> don't 
let a quarrel commence where a reconcilia- 
tion has begun. 

A moment's confideration ferved to cofi-» 
vince the perfon to whom this caution was 
addreffed, that it would be abft^ute folly to 
contend with an obftinate man, whom it was 
now both his duty and intereft to oblige. 

Though he might quit the fervice wirih 
regret he could certainly quit it without dis- 
honour j luckily for him all Europe was 
lulled in a profound peace, we fay luckily, 
for had his arm been wanted, the duty he 
owed his country would fufFer him on no 
terms to have accepted the above propofal ; 

in 
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in the prefent pofture of affairs he embraced 
it with fo good a grace as from that moment, 
made the old gendcmah's heart entirely his 
own. 

The next thing I have to propofe, my 
dear boy, continued he, regards more par- 
dcularly the happinefs of yoiirfelf and my 
daughter; you fay you are mafler of nine 
thoufand pounds—now I begin to be fo well 
pleafed with you, that I have determined, 
this day, to make it up twenty, befides which, 
at my death, aU I am poffeffed of fhall be 
yours, but added he, it is neceflary with 
your leave that fome kind of fetdement might 
be premifed. 

Your generofity, fir, overcomes me, he 
replied, do as you pleafe, direft every thing, 
I am ready to execute whatever you propofcr 

Very well, very well, I fee it is as Sir 
James faid, I am really proud of you already ; 
leave it then to me, you fhall not lofe by 

the 
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queath five to whom you pleafc, fo that uponr 
the whole, fon, I think I have made no bad- 
bargain for you.' 

Mr. Fairfax exprefled a proper fenfe of 
gratitude, but ventured at hinting a wifh, 
that fome kind of provifion might be made 
for children, if Providence ihould be dilpof- 
cd to blefs him and his Lucjr with any. 

Perhaps, replied the old man, I may be 
whimfical, perhaps too, you may think mc 
obftinate ; be that as it will, let me hear no 
more on this fubjetSt ; yet I am not angry, 
becaufe your defire is what moft men are 
fools enough to call prudent and laudable ; 
now my opinion is quite contrary — no, no, 
if you would be happy in your children al- 
ways keep the ftaffi fon, in your own hands ; 
never let them hear of independence; no 
doubt you will take care of your children, 
every parent does that -, give them whatever 
fortune you think proper, but let it come 
from yourfclves at ^their marriages, or at 

your 
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your deaths, in that cafe they will think 
themfelves obliged to their parents j a fettle* 
ment ferves only to make thcni head-ftrong. 
and difobedient. 

Whatever were the fentiments of Lucy*s 
hulband he found it abfolutely neceffary to. 
coincide with thofe of the banker,, fo that, 
every thing was that day amicably concluded. 

It was alfo agreed that the young couple 

fliould live with their father in the city 'till 
a houfe and equipage were provided for 
them at the politer end of the town, which 
was .to be done entirely at the old gentleman'^ 
expence, Whofc darling paflion for upwards 
of forty years, had been fmothered beneath 
mountains of gold, that paffion now burft 
out with fuch violent impetuofity, that the 
mountains melted before it, nor was any: 
method thought ron to ftop the confuming 
conflagration. 

That 
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That a man grown old in the bufinefs of 
cmafliBg thoufands upon thoufands, fhould 
all at once betray a ftronger inclination to 
diflipate thali he had even fliewn to accumu- 
late his wealth-^that a tmfer fhould tura 
prodigal after three fcore and fix, is, we 
4::onfefs, a phenomenon, yet this marvellous 
change really happened to our citizen; but 
that the reader may not imagine we are im- 
pofing on his judgment in paffing the bounds 
6f probability, we beg leave to prefent him 
with Mr. Darlington's early charader. 

He was the younger branch of a very re- 
i^^eftable family, and having three elder 
brothers, lawbut a diftantview of poffeffing 
the eftate, yet was addided to pleaftire and 
expence — ^he had a mixture in his conftitutioa 
of low ambition, piore properly called pride, 
and a Ipecies of geherofity, that fometimes 
fliewed itfclf in aftions from which a more 
finiftied character might have received luftrcj. 
he was obftinate, though within the reach of 
convi6lion — ^paflionate, but not ill temper- 
ed-- 
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cd — Immoderately fond of fliew and oftcn- 
tation, which with the * moft contemptible 
opinion of women in general, formed his 
charafter before he entered into trade. 

Nothing could be more mortifying than 
that event which took place at the earneft 
folicitation of his real friends; and it was 
many years ere he could reconcile himfelf 
^ to the drudgery of bufmefs. Perpetual fuc- 
ccfs in accumulating riches, ^t length got 
the better of his natural inclinations, he had 
now no thought but how to turn eyery (hil- 
ling to advantage, effefting it fometimes at 
the expence of honefty and confcience. Ha- 
b&ual diftruft of the female fex had made 
him feclude his daughter from all mankind, 
till by accident meeting with a lover, fhe 
foon convinced him what little purpofe his 
fuperabundant care had anfwered. But we 
fhould firft have faid, that on entering into 
trade a fair city dame, with a good fortune, 
received his vows at the altar, and prudently 
thinking her prefence might be fome inter- 

VOL. r. C ruption 
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ruption to her hulband's bufinefs, retired to 
the other world, after prefenting him with 
an exad copy of her perfonal and mental 
perfections. 

' No fooner was the exalperated father con- 
vinced that Lucy had married the brother 
of a Noble Lord, than all his latent ambition 
revived with redoubled vigor — he had a for- 
tune to fuppprt their nobility, and he even 
determined (better late than never) to exhibit 
once more his diminutive perfon in the gay 
world, accordingly he fettled his affairs, re- 
tired from bufinefs, and accompanied his 
fon and daughter to Berkley-Square, giving 
orders for a magnificent fuit of rooms to be 
fct apart for his fole and feparate ufe. — He 
prcfented the young couple with a fuperb 
equipage, belpeaking another for himfelf, 
lined with roie-coloured velvet, and if we 
are obliged to fpeak the truth, ornamented it 
with more arms than he. had any pretenfions 
to quarter; though, had he ftuck to his own. 
Few families wpuld have occafion to blulh at 
his alliance. 
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His drefs unden^ent as compfcat a i 

formation as his manners, the crimfor 

of which in a former chapter we have 

honorable mention, gave place to oj 

blue fattin finely embroidered, his thread 

coat, which ufed to cover his flcfh-bare 

of a morning in the counting-houfe^ 

thrown afide for a blue damalk night-j 

finifhed in the higheft tafte— the fpe6 

were exchanged for a hand glafs— his d: 

deaths richly laced— and his wig fuf 

flowing — in fhort he was fo well pleafed 

his prefent appearance and fituation, t\ 

grudged not the facrificing his youtl 

their attainment. 
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CHAP. Ill 

MRS. FAIRFAX inherited fo much 
of her father's original difpofition, that 
Ihe entered into all the extravagant diffipations 
of high life with avidity, and pprfued them 
in their moft rapid courfes. — Debar a youth 
from every other liquor than water during 
his minority, and when he is intrufted with 
the condudt of himfelf, he will venture firft 
to fip the pernicious iuices, be delighted with 
the flavour, take larger draughts, and at laft 
wallow in a ftate of intoxication. 

Take a girl from confinement and obfcu- 
rity, who knows no more of lifei than that 

flic 
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fee eats, drinks and flceps; carry her into 
the beau monde, let her taftc of pleaforc, 
and the efFcfts vail be exaftljr fimilaf , at 
lead it was the fame in the inftance now 
before us. Lucy had no enjoyment but in 
pubKc, ihe frequented every afiembly, ihone 
at the theatres, and loft her money freely at 
the card table. Mr. Fairfax^ who at firft 
rehiftantly followed the plan into which he 
bad been dragged by the influence of his 
wife and her father, now found his fcruplei 
grow lefs and lefs every day^ till at laft he 
absolutely, through cuftom^ became as in^ 
ikuated to (how as the banker, and ecfaiily 
devottd td dilTipation as Mrs* Fairfax her-^ 

It (eemed the entire emulation of this 
little family, who fhould fquander with the 
greateft profufion y fuch a word as oeconomy 
had never been heard aaaongft them fince 
the banker's renouncing it — nor did the 
birth of a fon at all abridge their notions of 
expence„ he was drefTed in thefupcrbcfl man- 
' ' C 3 ner. 
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the good opinion you have of my generofity j: 
I will go direftly and give orders to my 
lawyer — the fetdement will be fhort, and I 
truft, by to-morrow, ready for figning. . 

Here the conference broke ofF> and they 
parted thebeft friends in the world; to (hew 
that he had a perfed; reliance on his fon's 
honour, Mr. Darlington, before the day was 
concluded, put into his hands fecuritics for 
eleven thoufand pounds, and the next even- 
ing prefented him with a deed of fettlement, 
faying, if you do not like my method, Ipeak 
freely, and I will ;iot be offendedi with thefe 
words he left him at liberty to perufc the 
writing, the purport of which was, that the 
furviver, either hufband or wife, fhould be 
intided to the whole fortune at his or her dif- 
polal for ever, except five thoufand pounds 
which Mr. Fairfex had the abfolute right of 
bequeathing. 

Before he could well confider fro and con^ 
cjvery advantage, or difadyantage> of this 
fetdement the banker returned, he dcfired, 
\yfith an air of impatience, that his fon would 

communicate 
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communicate his fentirnente on the terms 
propofed, yet, without giving him time to 
declare them, proceeded thus. 

The reafon for my falling on this expc^ 
dient was as much for your advantage as for 
the advantage of my daughter i I love you 
both, and hope I fhall have no reafon to re- 
pent my good intentions towards you ; now 
if Lucy dies firft, this writing makes you 
heir to all I die poffeft of: on the other hand, 
fuppofe you are taken off, doubdefs, fhe is 
my natural heir, and fliould you leave her 
no children, why I hope a fecond marriage 
might be more fuccelsful, confequently my 
fortune would ftill defcend to her iflue, which, 
you will allow, is right and juft — fo far I 
have confidered your mutual intereft, but 
you may perceive I have not been infenfible 
of your refpcft for me, by rewarding it with 
a larger power than I have even given my 
daughter j Ihe cannot leave a fixpence from 
youi whereas, out of your original nine 
thoufaad pounds, you are at liberty to be- 
queath 
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of grieving, at his premature deaths and the 
Euphinan Matron, teftified her forrow, by 
conforaiing punftually to every mode of 
polite widowhood. 

When this event happened, Mrs. Fairfex 
was three months gone with child, fhe had 
often been m a fimilar (ituadon, during the 
laft thirteen years of her marriage ; but the 
fatigues of a, life devoted to a conftant hurry 
of public amu&ments, had rendered the kind 
intentions of Providence abortive, inftead of 
feeing herfelfliirrounded by a fmiling circle 
cf endearing iafants, her own ^ddy impru- 
dence had prevented even their appearance 
in the world>andfo little was her heart accuf- 
tCMXied to the amiable feelings of a mother^ 
that her incllnadons felt no manner of vio* 
lence in confenting to her only fon's being 
removed to a confiderable diftance from her, 
when placed under the tuition of Dr. Harvey> 
who was of too much confequence himielf> 
to accept the truft on any other terms^ than 
having the child an inmate of his own family & 

. the 
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the father's approbation was obtained from 
motives of fenfe and prudence^ the mother's 
from abfolute indifference, the grandfather's 
from a defire that the heir of his riches may 
not have his education entirely negledted. 

Theneceffary confinenient which attended 
^e death of her hufband," had fuch an effect 
on the conftitution of Mrs. Fairfax, that ihe 
once more became a mother, and gave birth 
to a female infant, as lovely as nature in her 
kindeft difpofition ever formed; but alas,, 
this blefling was beftowed in vain, the 
f houghtlefs parent, as foon as decency would 
permit, returned to her former pleafuresi. 
which Ihe had only abandoned for a time 
from the moft fafhionahle motives, and even 
then regretted every moment, which the 
world was obliged to fuppofe flie had dedi- 
cated to the memory of an indulgent huf-^ 
band* 

Contenting herfelf with the' care Dr.. Hkr- 

vey took of her fon's education,, and much: 

C 5 too 
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too fine a lady to conform with that vulgar 
duty which fonie mothers think indifpenfible, 
her infant daughter could by no means in- 
lerrupt her amufements for. a moment- The 
banker, who had now feen Ills eighty-fecond 
year, betook himfelf to reft in the firft ten 
months of his daughter's widowhood, leaving 
her no more than ten thoufand pounds, the 
only poor remains of one hundred and twenty 
which he brought with him from Lombard- ^ 
iStreet. This laft cataftrophe fo far opened 
the widow's eyes, without, having any efFedt 
on her heart, tlvit fhe faw plainly it would 
be impoflible to fupport her former Iplen- 
dour, but refolved not to give up thofe de- 
lightful purfuifs, ftill in her power to pro- 
cure at the expence of prudence. 

In purluance of this determination, her 
large houfc of three hundred was given up 
for one of four-fcore pounds a year, the 
number of her fervants reduced in propor- 
tion, and her gilt coach, with fix Roan 
niaresj converted to a plain chariot and pair i 

but 
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but ftill Ihe had her routs, dinners of two 
courfes, evening collations, and as much 
company as her fmall apartments would con- 
tarn ; all this might have held out fome time 
longer, though a heavy catalogue of debts 
had already accumulated againft her, but 
two unfortunate nights at hazard did the 
bufinefs efFeftually, and left her with her 
daughter, now ten years old, in the jaws of 
vfant, mifery and defpair. 



C6 CHAP. 
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CHAP- IV. 

FAIR and foftly gentle reader, wc arc 
not entertaining you with a ftory of a 
cock and a bull, wc have ©nljrbccn relating, 
and that In as concife a manner as poffibIe> 
the life and adventures of our herols pro-^ 
gcnitors* 

From a ftripling of thirteen we fhall pals; 
over fix years dedicated to the improvement 
of every mental and corporeal accompliih- 
ment. Dr. Harvey was an old man, hia 
hoary head had been chaffed wkh the balfam 
of experience, he was making the fhort voy- 
age of life, accompanied by refignationx the*; 

oftca 
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often in his paflage, obliged m pledge the 
tinfoituname in their bitter beveregc of aiBi£ti~ 
txw— few men had been more unhappy, few 
had fo large a flmre of underftanding to 
iupport the innumerable attads of ibrr^wv 
his forrows were not of a common complexi- 
on ; he was blefled with many friends and 
the general love of all who knew him> his 
fortune too was eafy> at leaft to him w1m> 
never knew expenfive luxury, was abundant- 
ly fufficicnt, yet afecret grief rankled in his 
bofom> and dcftroyed the p)ower of confcda- 
lion; a ray of delight, a Imilc of joy, woidd 
fometimes animate his dejefted countenance,, 
whilft conveying inftruftion to his attentive 
pupil, whofe young mind thirfted after know- 
ledge, and expanded itfelf to receive the 
wholfbmecoui^Ss of wifdom. 

Dr. Harvey loved him with paternal fend- 
tids, in the culture of thofe virtues which 
every day made large- fhoots towards per^ 
fe&ion, he almoft forgot that he was child* 
lefs^ till a gufliing tear woidd force its paflage 

to 
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to fpeak the woe of recoUeftion, even thcftr 
tears by increafing tendcrnefs for his beloved 
charge, and the affiftance of time's wonder- 
working efficacy, were at length dried up, 
his chearfiilnefs in fome degree returned-— 
he felt the fenlations of a father's tranlports, 
and few fathers ever acquitted themfelves 
with fo much juttice to their real offspring, 
as he did to this fon of his adoption. 

He accepted the truft from no pecuniary 
motive, and foon after receiving the young 
gentleman as one of his family, he relinquifh- 
ed a handfome falary annexed to the employ* 
ment, nor ever could, by any means, be pre* 
vailed on to accept the fmalleft gratuity* 
Next to Dr. Harvey nobody loved or admi- 
red our hero, more than Sir James Edmonds, 
he was always a welcome vifitor to his fa- 
mily— they lived but a few miles diftance— 
the two old gentlemen had been many years 
united by the ftrongeft bonds of friendfhip. 

Mrs. Fairfax never interrupted the courfe 
of her fon'sftudics by requiring his attend* 



K 
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^nce in town, till his father was given over 
by his phyficians, and notwithftanding the 
hafte he then made to obey her corfimands, 
he arrived too late for any other porpofc 
than to witnefs the fjjneral obfequies, per- 
formed with all that foolifli parade of pomp 
and'expence, which when living were the 
darling paflions of his foul. From this cir- 
cumftance alone> our hero very naturally 
concluded, his mother muft have found her- 
fclf poffeft of immenfe riches, for which 
rcafon he might apply his little patrimony as 
would ^ beft luit his inclinations, they had 
always pointed to the army, and being de- 
termined, with the confent of his parent and 
guardians, to purchafe a commiffion, he fet 
about improving himfelf in the military ftudy, 
with indefatigable pains, and returned no 
more to Dr. Harvey, till his education was 
compleatly finiflied inthofe particulars, which 
are only attainable in public fchools, tliough 
the more valuable foundatidh he owed to 
the benevolent offices of private friendlhip. 

6 

We 
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We fhailnot detain our readers with leacJ* 
ing them on ftep by ftep till he had gained 
the fumtnit of his wiflies, but prefent him 
to their better acquaintance, a foldier, afcho- 
lar, and a fine gentleman, glowing with the 
youthful vigour of nineteen, graceftil, in' a 
manly refohite deportment, amiably intereft-- 
ing,poffefl: of all the milder virtues, mercy, be- 
nevolence and afFeftion; his animated features 
from thofe delicate feeKngs of a poliflied mind, 
received far greater advantages, than does 
the worn-oiit complexion of beauty from 
paint and waflies. He did not enter into 
the fervice becaufc; he thought a red coat 
more becoming thah any other colour-r— be- 
caufe of the ladies partiality to a cockade — or 
becaufe the life of an officer has fometimes 
the charm of idlenels to recommend it.— 
He really felt the true military ardour, under 
rfie dominion of ^^ch, he early eftabliflied 
a reputation, which others ipend their whole 
Kves in only endeavouring to attain. 

Colonel H« » under whom he had 
ferved;, Ipeaking of him once in George'^ 
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cofiee-houfe, thefc were his words, the 
honeft fervour with which they were pro- 
nounced engraved them on nny memory- — 
Fairfax I have known tong ; he is an excel- 
lent youi^ man— -a wordiy member of foci- 
ety — an honoir to his profefiion; I have 
feen him in the field of battle : I have feen 
his firm arm lifted againft the foe of his 
country. His daundefs intrepidity at that 
moment has in^ired even timidity itfelf with 
emnlati«KU Again, I have feen him vifiting 
the afiKfted prifoners in their joylcls confines 
in the hofpitalsy covered with wounds; he 
has perfonally adminiflered tx> their relief i 
once conquered they were no bnger his 
enemies; they were his brother foldicrs^ his 
brother foldiers in diftrefs. . " By. heaven,** 
continued he, " had this glorious youth been 
the fon of Julius Csbfar, his private and his 
public aftions would have done honour to the 
memory of his father.^* 

Thinking the above charader a fufficicnt 
recommendation to his own fex, if any rf 

ibetti 
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.them fhould condefcend to perufe our work, 
wc fhall next affure the Ladies, that he 
wanted none of thole external cliarms and 
accomplilhments, without which we would 
not prefume to introduce him to their favour; 
but a& we do not wifli, and, indeed, fliould 
be highly mortified to have our faithful hif- 
tory claffed amongft thofe performances 
which owe their merit intircly to fidtion. 
Pardon us if we do not tell you he ww 
beautiful as the God of Love, Excufe us 
from defcribing the brilliancy of his eyes, the 
whitenefs of his teeth, the luxurious quantity 
or colour of his hair, and fufier us to con- 
clude our chapter with this aflertion of the 
poet, that, " take him all in all, wc fhall not 
meet his fellow/' 



CHAPr 
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CHAP. V. 



HAVING, as wc imagine, properly m- 
troduccd the hero of our ftory, we 
(hall return to that fatal sra, which plunged 
into extreme mifery his ill-guided and moH: 
imprudent mother, the natural, but melan- 
choly confcquence of a criminal mifconduft* 
He was at this time advanced to the rank of 
captain, covered with laurels, and daily reap« 
ing new ones in the boundlefs field of honor. 
His heart exulted in the harveft of valour; 
it was unacquainte^d with misfortunes. Some 
momentary fenfations of forrow it had ex- 
perienced, but thcfe forrows were the fweet 
cfFufions of filial, of fraternal love, of grati- 
tude 
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tude and of friendfhip. If he dropped a 
tear at parting from a mother, a fifter, and a 
friend, to whom he owed the tendereft obli- 
gations, it was mingkd with a pleafing hope 
of returning to them with additional worths 
The fame fentiment followed him thro' all his^ 
glorious enterprifes, and pufhed him on to 
aftions of never-fading hiftre. A letter from 
Mrs. Fairfax could not fail to exhilerate his 
fpirits. She always addrejfled him in terms 
bf affeftionate approbatiori i for though her 
Follies were fo cltttlf woven in with her ex- 
iftencc, as to make a fepararion alnrroft 
impoffibie, yet the chafafter he had fo juftlf 
acquired made her, in fome meafbre, fed 
what it was to be the parent of ftrch a fon^ 
Widi his ufual eagernefi he broke diie feal 
of a packet, from which his fangume expec- 
tations formed the moft lively ideas of plea- 
fure. He was difappointed. It was his 
firft difappointment, at leaft the firft mate- 
rial one he had ever encountered, its effefts 
therefore were doubly fevere and infupporta- 
ble. He caft his eyes on this alarming fen- 

tcnce* 
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tencc, ^^ Pity your diftrafted mother !" and 
her command was inftandy obeyed. He 
Ihuddercd with apprehenfion. He paufed 
before he could proceed to examine the ca^ufe 
of this exclamation ; that he had loft a fifter| 
ftruck his confined imagination. The letter 
trembled in his hands— ^his lips quivered — a 
teai:^ fcich a tear as his afFeftioo for the little 
Emily demanded, ilole down his manly cheek. 
*^ Lovely, amiable child !" cried he, " but, 
pcrJ^ps, the ftoft of death has not yet nip'd 
thy infent beauties j perhap?, thou art only 
vifited by fickncfe ; a parent's fears, a pa- 
rent's tender anxiety, may have afcertained 
a misfortyne, yet avoidat^e." He haftened 
to h^ve this con[>foriable ilippoiition con- 
firmed. Again his eyes wene fixed on the 
&tal letter : It ^Imoft reduced him to a ftate 
of perfect infenfibility. It was wrote in the 
bitliernefs of defpaii^— ••in the agonizing hor- 
rors of frenzy s no expreflions but its own 
^tX'^eak die torturing expiration. 

letter/ 
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LETTER. 

*^ Pity thydiftrafted modier! Sparc her 
the fhame of humbling her devoted head 
beneath thy reproaches. Thou darcft not, 
Charles — a fon dares not reproach his parent. 
Where am I ? What have I done ? Fly, 
fly, to proteft me ! Mercilefs wretches ! will 
not my all fufBce ? Muft the very cloaths of 
my poor defcncelefs child — muft they go 
00 ? Emily, do not weep — do not cling 
about me for proteftion. My fon, my fon, 
fupport us both, or we both perifh ! Yet 
me thou canft not fupport. God, God, my 
brain is on fire ! Shall I live to be upbraided ? 
No, no, no -, I have lived too long already, 
threatened with a prifon, furrounded in my 
own houfe by fellows, whofe very looks 
carry dcftruftion ! Vile harpies of the law 5 
fiends, who will not fufFer even my fenfes to 
cfcape them! O Charles, Charles, what a 
poor infatuated creature have I been ! Too 
often turning from the eager folicitations of my 

creditors. 
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creditors, they are now deaf to my intreaties, 
to my prayers j even on my knees have f 
intreated the relentlefs monfters ! Three, a 
litde three months, is all the refpite I can 
obtain. If my affairs are not fettled within 

that time, then, O then j But I fhall 

not live to fufFer the horrid dilgrace, yet, 
whilft I do live, will I heap eternal "execra- 
tions on myfelf. What a fortune have I 
fquandered ! — in the purfuit too of everlaft- 
ing remorfe.— My fon avoid the vice which 
has reduced thy mother to infamy — avoid it 
as thou would'ft her irrevocable maledifti- 
on — be not flattered into the fatal feduftion 
of cards or dice, under the falfe appellation 
of-an amufement, they once appeared to mc 
in that innocent light— they foon became my 
bufinefs, and my ruin.— -Had I fallen alone, 
thofe bitter pangs of confcience had been 
fpared me^at leaft the moft bitter I am ca- 
pable of feeling. — My child, my poor de- 
ferted child, is it not enough that thy guilty 
mother has plunged thee deep in mifery, 
muft fhe think of leaving thee to ftruggle 

with 
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withnegkft and poverty, can flic talk ©f 
hiding her own ccmfiifion in the grave, ancT 
leaving thee alone to oppofe an army of 
misfortunes flie herfelf hasraifed^ainft thee— 
O my God ! fave me from the diftrafting 
idea ! the great, the merciful being, has grant- 
ed, my petition, he grants me a moment's 
interval of ferenity, he bids me turn to thee, 
my fon, my dear excellent fon, for confolation, 
whatever be my fate, receive as the laft gift 
of my love, the guardianfbip of thy infant 
fifter, guide her youth, proteft her innocence, 
provide for her neceflities, and be to my gen- 
tle Emily a better parent than her, whofc 
forrows muft foon draw to a final conclufion— 
In the fame proportion as you comply with 
this laft requeft, may the Almighty God 
pour on you his eternal bleflings." The 
heart of Mr. Fairfax, dutiful and benevolent, 
trembled at the receipt of this letter, com- 
mon minds cannot feel as he felt, his grief 
was too. great for utterance. 

Colonel H. Ac old officer, who {poke of 

him in George's coffee-houfe, entered his 

3 tent 
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tent at this moment:, the letter was ftiU open 
in his extended hand, he was not aftiamcd 
of an amiable weaknefs, yet he turned away 
his face, wiftiing rather to conceal it in the 
prefence of his fiiperior officer, vain were hi$ 
efforts, the Colonel under a rough appear-* 
ance pofleflcd infinite penetration, blended 
with compaffion, he faw his concern and 
preffed to be made acquainted with" the 
catrfe, in terms fo generous and friendly, that 
after a moment's hcfitation, our young foldiec 
was prevailed oil to difcover his motber*s 
fituation, concealing nothing but that her 
misfortunes were felf-accumulated ; he had, 
frpm his firft acquaintance with this worthy 
vieteran, received mimberlefs proofs of .un- 
common attention and regard, he held him 
in the highefl veneration, and was not forry 
an opportunity had offered to confult him on 
the immergency of his aflfairs. ^ 

Having laid before him the fituation o. 
his beloved mother and filler, he aflced wid> 
an air of melancholy eagernefs, if he migh^ 

VOL. r. D . not 



Hot in fuch a cafe^ refign his cammifllon with 
honor and &y to their protodion. By no " 
fneans, by no means^ haftily replied Colonel 
H ■ > ' I love you too well to advife a ftep 
abfolutdy contrary to the charafter you ai-e 
now oblig^ to %yport> that chara&er is 
jrct In its infanqr, a braire tried ibldier quit- 
ing his poft in time of danger, forfeits his 
fomier gl(»y;. perhaps his private reafons 
may be as forcible as thofe by which you 
are aduated; do not ihinkyourfelf, my friend, 
At only man who has felt the (harp tooth 
^f fofrow— "fey^uittii^ the army at this crifis, 
you will caft an indelible ftain on your re* 
|)Utati0n, which has, I have witnefTed opened 
with the bri^teft pro^eAs, pot it not in 
the power of a malicious world to doubt 
your conduA, the charadeiiftick of a Ibldier 
k v^A&BTi ha^y would it have been &a: that 
man by whom it is Ibrfei^ed, even in appear^ 
ance,/ that his name had never been diftin- 
gui^d, radver than have it branded with 
tiie moft di%raGefid of all appellations^ and 
thcgtory ^f his e«ly &mc for ever t^rnilhed. 

Here 
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Here he paufed^ Captain Fair&x nefted 
Us face on the good man's ffaouidert his 
ng^tadons were powerful, he fobbed aknid, 
generous, beft of men, iaid he» recovering 
his YQice, do not hate nie fi>r a propofition 
which now coyers me with coofulion, I 
acknowledge you to be the prcfervcr of my 
peace and honor-— Alas my mother ! — Greit 
God what will become of her ! — ^Diilraftioa 
is indic thou^t ! — My lifter too ! — ^Unhappy 
ion, unhappy brother^ why, why am I pre- 
vented from flying to your refcue-— My life 
would be a cheap purchafe for fo great a 
felicity as the reftoring you to happinefs; 
but the name of cowacd, I cannot, will not, 
dare not incur k, even for your prefcr- 
vation— 4ie could fay no more, his eyes were 
fixed oh the ground^ his breaft heaved with 
confii£bing paflions* 

My dear worthy boy> cried Colonel H*— . 
catchii^ him in his amus, do not think the 
heart of an old foldier is callous to the attacks 
t)f bumanityi think not I condema tlm vir« 

P 2 
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tuousifenfibility, witncfi the fyiitpatheric' tear 
which I do not.wifti to wipe away unnoticed, 
I leave yoii for amoment, continued Ke, on 
my returnlljialldifcover if you really merit 
the affeftion I feel for you.' With this am- 
biguous expreffion he left the tent, and Cap- 
tain -Fairfax being Toothed and flattered hy 
the Colonel's- tendernefs, now began to re- 
cover fome degree of compofure.— He had 
ftill remaining of the original five thouland 
pounds, fettled on. him by his father, three 
thoufand five hundred, his commiflion having 
cofl: him fifteen hundred pounds, and this 
fum, when he' came capable of entertaining 
reflciSlion, afforded him the pleafing pr6fpe6t 
of fatisfying his. mother's creditors, and alfb 
of providing lier and his fifter, at leaft with 
the neceflarics of life; full of this chearing 
idea, he wondered he had given way to the 
firfl: tumults of defpair, and immediately fat 
dawn to acquaint Sir James Edmonds and 
Dr. Harvey of Kis mother's unhappy fitu- 
ation, yielding up to their care his fortune 
tor herufe and that of his fifter, recommend- 
ing 
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ing'them ftrdhgly to dicir protjcdion^^ till he 
ihould have it in his power to return to 
pi^land — ^he Jikewife wrote Mrs. Fairfax— 
his letter was formed for confolation, not a 
word, not a hint of her miscondu<3:, he cyeh 
tried to banifli the recoUedion of it from 
his memory, or if it ^ould intrude, he op- 
pdfed it as the enemy of his pe^ce— with filial 
duty — ^benevolent cxcufcs — and the tendered 
pity. Having finiflied thofe letters, he was 
walking about' his tent with that ferenity 
of afpeft, which always will follow aftions 
pf duty.and generofity, fuch as he had juft 
teen performing when the Colonel returned 

Why this is as it fhoidd be, cried the brave 
old veteran, delighted with the fudden alte- 
ration vifible on the countenance of Captain 
Fairfax, this is as it ihould be, I now pro- 
nounce you a lad of refolution^ one thing 
more, and you infure my friendfhip for ever, 
take this (holding out a folded paper) if you 
refufe fo poor a proof of my kindnefs, you 
and I muftdrop all further acquaintance. 

D 3 Oa 
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On fuch tcHDs It was impoffible to rcfufey 
he therefore took it, and was going to ex- 
amine it when his friend flopped him, no, noy 
faid he, not in my prefence, nor let me ever 
from this moment, hear a fySable aboiu: the 
contents, not one fyllable young gentleman, 
added he> with a good humoured fmile, or 
I fhall have you tried on a Court Martial 
for (£fobeying orders. 

Ctar her& tiffed the hiwid ofim benefi^ri 
|n^omiled to obey his commands, and they 
walked out together* 

That our readers may not fufFer the pangs 
offriBdefscurioiity,we fhall take this oppor-/ 
t^^mty to in£brmthem,thQt the above-meimoiiH 
cd paper contained a drau^ on a noted agent> 
in fevoT of Mrs. F^riax, or order, fox thrct 
hundred pounck~and Hkewife muft aifiiim 
them at the fame mne, that her amiable fbn 
laid k by, dU a proper #ccafion might offer 
for returning it, without oflN^nding die feelings 
of his gcmrous friendr 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 



AT the return of the Cootkr from 
£i^land> by which thofe Lettcn men- 
tioned in the former chapter had been dif- 
patchedj Captain F wfiut received a pacquet, 
which he knew by t&e fuperfcriptton to come 
from Sir James Edmonds he brpke the feal 
with impaaence> and read as &iUows : 

My OCAR SI&» 

*« Immediately on the rccript of your 
&vor» the contents o£ which gave me real 
concemy I let 4>ut for Ix>ndon^ accc»npamed 
by our goodfiiehd Dn Harvey, and lound 
your mother in a very indifierent ftate of 
D 4 health. 
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health, ancJ much dejefted by the fuddcn re- 
vcrfe of fortune fhe has lately experienced.*— 
Her affairs were indeed complicated, but 
not fo bad as I expeded, it came within the 
compafs of my power to make her eafy oa 
that fcore — ^you will be burthened with no 
debt, and may hereafter be at liberty to be- 
ftow on your fifter whatever proof of kind- 
nefsyou think proper, but at prefent I muft 
requeft to be allowed the fatisfadion of act- 
ing towards her m all refpefts as a fadier, at 
leaft till y^u are properly fettled in life, and 
then if you infift on the refignation of my 
. charge, I will endeavour to comply. On 
-thefe terms you may command my aflift- 
ance in every other fchcme you can propofe : 
Emily is the moft lovely child I ever beheld* 
Your old acquaintances, my daughters Dormer 
and Ediwin, idolize the, dear girl, they will 
.always love her, as well on your account as 
her own, your mother and fhe are both with 
us in the country, would to God Mrs. Fair- 
fax could receive any benefit from the change 
of air, however ftie is pcrfeftly compofed, 

and 
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and not difpleafed with her fituation in my 
fkmilj, flie is too weak to write, but bleflfes 
the dutiful attention of her beloved and ex^ 
client fon.^ 

Ph>vidence has endowed you with thofe 
warm and t?enderpaffions which are the or- 
Daments^of humanity, it has alfo given you 
an uncommon degree of reafon to govern 
and keep- them in lubjc6tiohx in you there- 
fore it would be ungrateful, nay even highly 
criminal to repine at ita* awlul difpenfatibnsr. 
Your moilier, (forry am I to be die con*- 
veyancer of tidings diat xnuft affliftyou,) 
your mother is vilited by two very flcilfiil 
phyficians, but alas, my dear fir, they do 
not pretend to flatter us, medicinea will 
too often fail in many diforders, in the cale 
of Mrs. Fairfax, r dare- not conceal die me- 
lancholy truth, we have not the fmalleft hopes> 
of their being effeftual, fummon therefore all 
your fortitude^ all your refolution to^ meet 
the blow which now feems inevitable, weigh 
well the arguments- preparing:, for your by 
D 5, yow- 
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your bcft friend. Dr. Harvey— <refiafe not 
cte confolatkm you will derive from hi$ 
-Wifdom and piety^ and permit me once more 
to affure you that your amiable fiftcr fbaUbf 
well educated, carefully proteded, and ten- 
derly IpielovQd by>iTiy dear fir, 

Your afFe6tionate fervant, .^^ 

James EoiiftpNBS..'^ 

The effects of this letter were far kfs vio- 
knt than what he had experienced ^t the 
receipt of that by which it had been prc^ 
C€ded> and h^ prepared for the expefted 
event, which was confirmed in a few weeks> 
with manly fortitude and becomii% refignation. 

This kingdom was juft on the eve of ^ 
peace when Captain Fairfax obtained a ma-- 
jority, and very faon after his uncle. Lord 
Delborot^h, taking into confideratbn the 
great probo^ity there was that our hero 
might one day inherit the hoooi^irs of hi& 
&mily,procwed him the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel-— the Earl had but one fon and he 
5 happened 
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Jijippeoed to be (^ a veiy delicate conftitu- 
tion. With his brother, the fetber of Mr. 
Fwfax, he had quarrelled, maoy years prior 
to his death, the difference was never re-- 
conciled, he almoft hated his memory, ai^ 
when he got his Ion advanced in his pro- 
felGon, it was not from motives of family 
fijSeftbn, but family policy and family pride, 
it was alfo the only mark of favor or pro- 
teftion this noble Peer had ever condefcended 
ta bellow on his brother's reprefentative, 
and much greater it was than Colonel Fair- 
&% or any of his friends had reafon to expeft 
from bis lordlHip, whole indifference and 
negledt towards his nephew h^ titt thea 
been Item and decided. 

About fourteen months after the above 
tranfadtion, fmiling peace once more vifit^d 
our ifland, we are no politicians, therefore 
fliaH not preterid to iay whether we .bought 
her lalutary prefence at too extravagant a 
price,, or whether jEhe was yflxered in witji 
that glorious fplendor wbi.qhmwy infatuated 
B 6 pcoplie 
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■people thought her intided to cxpe£t, we 

•would only fay that Ihe reftored Colonel 

Fairfax to his friends in Brkaini who received 

Ae youthful warrior with- every demonftration 

ef joy and ^adnefs. 

He found Emily at this period nr>OKC than 
chis mQft: fanguine expcftations could form 
-an idea of, though greatly raifedby the con- 
tinual accounts he received of her growing 
. beauty and accomplifhments. Sir James had 
feithfuUy performed hk engagement, ho 
-had fpared no expence in rendering her edu- 
cation complete and ^feful, which^together 
with a perlbn perfeftiy charming,, rendered 
her an objed: of univerfaL admiration.- " 

Colonel Fairfax had no method of fhewing^: 
his gratitude to her benefadtor^ fo effeftual 
as that of permitting' her to remain in his 
family. Sir James, who- was by this time 
advanced in his eightieth year,, declared he 
Ihould not furvive the abfence of his little 
•pratler, who was his nurfe^ his phyfician and 
houfekeeper. 
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Either MiS. Dormer or Mrs Edwin by 
turns refided with the old gentleman, and 
ncitlier of them having any children of their 
own, they lavifhed all tl^ir fondnefs on the 
grateful and endearing Emily^ 

Mrs. Dormer was a worthy good womanp; 
Mrs. Edwin, polite, fenfible and w6ll-bred, 
the latter few a great deal of genteel com- 
pany, and even the former who was of a 
more retired difpefition, enlarged her circle 
ef acquaintance, that Mife Fairfax: might 
lofe no advantage which it was in her power 
to procure 

Notwithffanding thefe indulgeneesj no^ 
riling but the ftrongeft motive of gratituck 
eould have prevailed on her brother to let 
Emily remain any longer in the country j 
' our readers will not be furprifed at this 
affertion,.when we tell them the facrificc was 
in all probability, no lefs than the favor of a 
dowager aunt^ who wrote to affure him that 
by committing his filler to her care, he would 

fo 
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Jb highly oblige her^ tbat at her deadly thcf 
Jbould «eqi^f divide hqr fortune. 

Pie was ^mbarrafled by the propo&i'^ 
he knew not how to refufe or aocept^ by the 
firft he fhould incur Lady Dorothy Petting's 
•difples^ej by {^ kut^r make a woithy old 
,man imhappy^ to whom he owed innumerable 
^ligations — gratitude to Sir James got the 
vidory, he even concealed an offer fo much 
to their advantage^ that the Baronet might 
not know how much he had facrificed to 
friendfhip. 

Having determined this nice point, he 
wrote to his father's filler, thanking her lady- 
4hip for the honor fhe intjended him, and 
regretted that it was not immediately in his 
power to put Emily under her proteftion-^ 
he pleaded the delicate conilitution of his 
fifter, much impaired by the meafles, from 
which Ihe was but lately recovered, aad en-- 
forced this argument by the opinion of her 
phyfician, who declared nothing would cpn- 

duce 



duoe to the eftablUhmeiit of her lieatth but 
ak 4iid exercire, froAi nesdier of nrhichfhe 
coyaXd hopeadrantnge by mnovkig to Lon« 
dofH— he concluded with faying that he was 
going to make the tour of Italy> Jhouid re*- 
ceive her Udyfhip's commands m peribn, 
before be Idft Eiigiand^ aiotd at. bis recom 
have the honor toid happineis of prefenting 
his filler^ to . a lady for whom he had the 
higheft veneration. 

Thb letter fiuy appear rather artfiilj but 
It contained real matters of fz&i Escdly's 
conftitution was remarkably delicate, Ihc 
was juft recovered from themea(les,andhe 
was preparing to fpend the next carnival in 
Rome* 

There feeras to have been a kind of happy * 
fatality atfendi^g this young gentleman from 
his cariy infency j to acquire the genend love 
of maiJdnd ieldom Ms to the lot of mor^ 
tals, yet ceit^ it is that thofe who lAi' 
once feen him wiihed to be acquainted with 

him 
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him,.Wliiifl: thole -^h^ vkre actjiSaihted Wftli 
hiitifeltthe warmeft effuliom <rf: fricndfllip j 
of which truth we can produce no* better 
infkances thai^ Sir James Ednmbndi^^ Colonel 
H— and Dr. Harvey^ the latter ^no fponer 
ibund him determined b« his fbreigii tour, 
riian Jic relblved to attend )»ni>"a favor 
j^nkfoUy ' received by 'die Coldnefy who 
few the happy advantages of ' fuch. a. com- 
panion on his travels^ 

: Lady Dorothy was fb highly exafperated 
' at the unexpeftcd refufal from her nephew, 
though given in^the politeft terms imaginable; 
that when he came to take his leave he was 
refuled admittance,, andadtually left England 
the objedt of her rage and indignation^ 

As he was above ading from low and in- 
terefted motives, this mark of difrefpeft did 
not greatly chagrin htai, efpecially when he 
Gonfidered her ladyfliip's former inattention 
'%*himfeifand fifter; for indeed till he had 
effablilhed. a reputation which refle6feed 

honor- 
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honor on his famUy, and till Emily's beauty 
began to be every where celebrated, fhe 
had not thought it worth her while to make 
the flighteft inquiries after them, or even 
condcfcended to own them as her relations ; 
no wonder then that Colonel Fairfax could 
not be fevcrely difappointed^ at her fudden 
and capricious changes of. humour^ from 
cold to warm^ from afFe£tionate promifcs 
to filent contempt. 



CHAP. 



6i 0£LBOROtrCH TAUttY^ 



CHAP. VII. 

AFTER an abfencc of two years abroad. 
Colonel Fairfax received accounts of 
Sir James Edmonds* death, which gave him 
unafFeded forrow, and bebg at that time 
about to leave Rome he haftened his de- 
parture a few weeks, thinking his prefcnce 
in England would be now' abfolutely necef- 
fary, not only to confole Emily, who from 
infancy had regarded Sir James as her fa- 
ther, but alfo to dire6k her future eftablifli- 
ment, righdy judging a beautiful young, 
woman deftitute of fortune muft be fubje6fc 
to many inconveniences, which made him 
eager to place her under his own immediate 
Iirote(%ioii. 
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This defign he communicated to Dr. Har- 
vey, whofe confent muft be prcvioufly 
obtained, before he could cany any plan 
he had formed into execution; at the iame 
time he acquainted him with his intentions 
of fetding two thoufand pounds oh Emily, 
he was flattcredwith the good man's intire 
approbation, and orders were given to pre- 
pare every thing for their fudden departure. 

They met with no accident tiiat might 
retard their journey to Pari^,. where they 
propofed Haying a few days in civility to 
fome families of diftin6tion, from whom 
riiey had received very particular marks of 
refpeft. 

The Marquis D'StcnvcUc daimcd their 
fiiit attention, he was a noUeman of great 
power in the ftate, and poficft of (himng 
iibi}itks, he lived in a pimotlf ftyle and 
entert^ned all ftrangers vmh • munidcent 
ho^taKiy ; he had in the eatiy day& of his 
iife matried anEngiifli ladyj wbofe merit 

rendered 
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rendered her fo extremely dear to hiiB> that 
for her fake he never miffed an opportunity 
of heaping civilities oh her country men. 

Colonel Fairfax had been often at his 
houfe, and befides this national prejudice, 
the Marquis found in him fo much real 
worth and honor, that during eight months 
paffed at Paris in his way to Italy, he became 
poffeft of his moll perfedt efteein, which 
was difcovcrcd by a thoufand expreffion^^ of 
kindnefs, and when he left him to purfiie hi^ 
tour, the Marquis felt much concern at 
parting,, the amiable Marchionefs partook 
of her Lord's regret, and Mademoifelle St, 
Meara, their only daughter, was not without 
infupportable conflifts, on the fame occafion s 
•the Panfiaii ladies in general admired . our 
:hero, this beautiful and accomplilhed girl 
had not limited her feelings to the coldcoa-. 
,fines of admiration, j(he wais in love, but per- 
St&ly unconfcious of her paffion, fhe attributed 
.the tender emotions of her inexperienced 
heart to having followed the example of her 

parents 
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parents in their partiality to the agreeable 
Englilhman, fhe wiflied he had been her 
brother, and thought fhe regarded him with 
no more than a fifter's tendernefs, a mind 
perfectly innocent governed her behaviour ; 
artlels, mpdeft, and unreferved, fhe ufed him 
with that charming freedom- confiflent with 
the connexion which fhe imagined would 
have made her fo happy, her eyes alone be- 
trayed a warmer attachment, and indeed they 
difcovered fo much fenfibility that it was 
impofTible to pafs unobferved by tlie perfon 
who had occafioned it. — This difcovery, 
which by a thoufand others would have been 
received with tranfport, had a far different 
cfFe(3: on Colonel Fairfax. 

We do not defign to make a monfler of 
our hero, and prefent what was yet never 
found in the whole volume of nature's work, 
a faultlefs man, much lefs fhall we detratt 
from thofe virtues which he eminently pofTefl", 
candour .dien calls upon us to declare that 
the Colonel had never given caufe for the 

fair 



&ir /ex to rjepro^ch. him with cruelty, at the 
ferae time that his faux faux' s were confined 
to fuch who from their own imprudent ad- 
vances, made itahnoftimpofCble for a man ; 
pf gallaotry ^4 politencis to refift their 
attacks; but iA regard to MademoifcUe Su 
Mearaj it was quite another affair, extrenr^ 
youth, modeftyj and a fpodefs fame werc;-^ 
her fafcguards, under their fanftion, a vil- 
lain durft not have prefumed on the moft 
vifible preference in his favor, how then 
could a man of the ftrifteft and moft honor- 
able principles? 

Had his heart been equklly cn^ged with 
the lady's, he would have afted juft as he 
did, when that happened not to be the cafe,-^ 
He would have flown from the temptation, 
and given her an opportunity by abfence, to 
call home her wandering aifeftions; this he 
would have done, as much for his owniake, - 
as that. of his miflrels; knowing the almoft 
infurmountable barriers, rank, fortune, and re- 
ligion had placed between them. His taik 

was 
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was much Ids difficult on the prefent occaiioa : 

he acknowledged ^t. Meara> amiaUe, beadflili 
f and a^'oeable^ but he acknowledged it with-- 

OFut paffioo^ he adually felt for her exaftly 
I tliofe ienthnents which fhe rsitdj imagined 
■ fhe had not exceeded in her preference for 

lanixi^his were confinr xl at parting — hers 
f^-^totaliy overthrown— Jie left her without emo- 

tion-^fhe beheld his departure with fighs^ 

vath tears^ with all the attendants of the moil: 

Inrdy forrow* 

The Marquis inftfted. that he fhovid make 
them a vifit on his return, fo that> when he 
again fo^iid Mmfetf at Paris, he thought it 
am indlfpenfible 4yty to obey that Nobleman's 
Qonunauds, otherwife he would never have 
fi»ight to renew an acquaintance which, he 
was but too knfMcj had already palled die 
bounds of ftieod&ip in the fair boibm of St. 
Meara« Doftor Harvey, who was the con- 
fidant, of his fuipicionsj and ftrongly fup^* 
ported in" them by his own obfcrvaiaon, 
hij^y commended his young friend's ^ cir- 

cumfpedt 
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cumiped and difcfcct behalriour in this af- 
fair 5 for had all other oppofition to an alli- 
ance with die Marquis's family been removed, 
that of a different perfuafion, in point of 
religious cerfeiT^onies, muft have ftill re- 
mained, which, frOnn. a particular mode of 
thinking, and the principles of his funftlon, 
appeared to this truly good man by fer the 
moft invincible of all barriers. 

Had our Colonel been in love, we cannot 
pretend to fay whether the wife counfel of 
his mentor in the prefent cafe would have 
been received with that intire fubmiflion, 
which had hitherto attended his advice on 
all Qccafionsj but the heart being wholly 
unengaged, the do<Stor's opinion perfeftly 
coincided with his own, and he went to pay 
his refpefts to the Marquis, with that eafy 
compofure ^hich diftihguilhes a hiind free 
from the enchanting influence of powerful 
beauty; The Marquis and Marchionefs em- 
braced him with their ufual friendly polite- 
nefs i but pool* Mademoifelle St* Meara was 

fo 



DELBOROUGH FAMILX* 7^ 

fo greatly agitated by his fudden and unex- 
pedled appearance, that the tranlparent white- 
nefs of her delicate face and neck were en- 
velop'd in a blufh of the deepeft fcarlet. 
His addrels to her was ' unembarraffed, and 
confiftent with the natural elegance of his man- 
ners, without the fmalleft degree of particular 
attention. Whether fhe pbferved this cold- 
nefs, and was fliocked at his indifference, or 
whether her confufion was fo great, that it 
prevented her from making any obfervation 
at all, we cannot pretend to determine \ but 
turning haftily away,, and laying her fnowy 
hand with innocent freedom on one of Dr. 
• Harvey's, " My dear. Sir," faid Ihe, « your 
abfence has appeared an age ! I hope you 
have enjoyed your health : I hope you are 
now come to honour Paris with your pre- 
fence, at leaft, for this winter. "-r—" Charming 
goodnefs," replied the do£t6r, "how flat- 
tering is your amiable condefcenfion to an 
old man ! I am overjoyed, my excellent . 
young Lady, to fee you well and happy.'* 

VOL. I. E ' She 
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She fighed, and the fanguine ftream, 'which 
was beginning to retire to its firft Iburce, 
again overlpread her face* 

*' Indeed, I am very happy/' returned 
ftie (in a voice that contradi6ked her afler- 
tion) but jjou do not anfwer my queftion, 
(with an impatient air) " you do not fay how 
long you are to ftay with your parifian friends. 
You have many friends in Paris, Sir ; we are 
not infenfible of merit ; z worthy foreigner 
will never have reafon to complain of being 
overlooked or neglefted in this country. 

Before he could make an anfwer Colonel 
Fairfax joined them, and, without any feeming 
defign, the dodor faid, " I believe. Sir, 
your affairs in England will oblige us to fet 
out in two or three days at the fartheft."— • 
*' Good God !" cried the Marchionefs, ob- 
fcrving her daughter's countenance change 
to ^ death-like palencfs, " what ails you, my 
dear child ? You are certamly feized with 
fome fudden indilpofitioni retire with me, 

my 
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tny love, the air will be of {ervice to you.** 
St, Meara made no oppofition, but curtfeying 
to the dodor and Colonel Fairfax, with a 
look which plainly faid, *^ Take this as my 
parting leave." She fuffered her mother to 
lead her out of the apartment. 

The Colonel felt feverely, and even ten- 
derly for her fimation, yet determined to 
preferve his former refolutions. He made a 
ihortvifit, but was obliged to promife he 
would return the next day to dinner* 
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CHAP. VIII. 

INSTEAD of fulfilling his engagement 
the day following, he fent a genteel apo- 
logy to the Marquis, with general inquiries 
after the health of the family ; and received 
for anfwer, that they were all extremely well, 
with wifhes of a fafe and agreeable journey 
to himfelf and Dr. Harvey. The ftile of 
this little billet evidently fhewed that St. 
Meara's inclinations were no longer a fecret 
to her father and mother, or why, argued the 
Colonel, mention my departure as a certain- 
ty, which was only fpoke of laft evening in 
a very cafual manner ? However, the hint 
was not thrown away, and, though obliged 
3 to 
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to ftay two days longer in Paris, he refolved 
not to repeat his vifits at the Marquis's 
hoteL 

According to this plan, the next morning 
was taken up in attending many other fami- 
lies of rank and merit, to whom they had 
been indebted for very eminent civilities. 
It was about two o'clock when they returned 
to their inn, and the dod:or having a deflre 
to vifit a Francifcan friar, with whom he had 
contracted a degree of intimacy, on finding 
him a man of the moft liberal education 
and profound underftanding, he told his 
friend, that if he would give himfelf the 
trouble of befpeaking , fomethirig for their 
dinner he would, in the mean time, ftep to 

the mortaftery of , and be back in lels 

than an hour. Colonel Fairfax readily ac- 
quiefced, and knowing the good doftor, not 
from being an epicure, but from weaknefs 
of appetite, was rather peculiar in the choice 
of his diflies, refolved to infpeft the larder, 
n order to fix on fuch as he thought would 
E3 bt 
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be mod acceptable j he therefore pulled the 
bell, and our hoft, who happejKd to be his 
countryman, exhibiting a prominency of 
belly, which would have put Boniface him- 
fclf out of countenance, made his appearance 
with a " What does your honour pleafe to 
want ?" " A good dinner," replied the Colo- 
nel, " and a bottle of your bed Burgundy.'* 
** Say you fo, your honour, then I defy 
France to furnifli you with a better of each 
fort. Behold this, your honour," ftrokiDg^ 
his huge paunch with both hands, " when a 
landlord lives well himfclf, it is a certain 
fign his guefts are in n« danger of itarving.'* 

"Since you arc (b well provided, I muft beg 
leave to infpefl: your larder, and will there 
chufe for myfelf." 

*' As your honour pleafes : I fliould be 
proud to have the Grand Monarch infpcd 
my provifions; he would not meet with 
better in all his dominions. This way, your 
honour^^ Ihewing him into a litde dark hole, 

which 
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•which lie called his kitchen j " this way leads 
to my grand rcpofitory— for venifon— wild 
fowl — ^poultry— *game of all kinds—and fi(h 
of all forts — I challenge France, England, 
and Germany^ 

Colonel Fairfax followed, laughing heartily 
at the pompous defcription of his fecctious 
landlord ; but, to his great furprife,^ found he 
had been no vain boafter^ He chofe, from a 
multiplicity of good things, a neck of veni- 
fon, a pair of foles, and a foup, the latter of 
which his hoft affurcd him fliould be gratis, 
if he did not acknowledge it the moft excel- 
lent he had ever tailed. 

On his return through the kitchen, his 
fight was flxuck with an objefl: pcrfedly un- 
common. He had never beheld any thing 
like iti on a low ftool, by a fmoaky fire- 
fide, fat the fkeleton of a man; one hand 
refted on his breaft, the other dangled ufelefs 
by his fide ; a ragged blanket covered his 
boney carcafe, through which the Ikin ap- 
E 4 pcarcd 
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peared In various places. His beard and nails 
bore the ftrongeft teftimony of negledt. Fa- 
mine glared in his eyes, and delpair ftamped 
a ferocity on every feature. 

'Colonel Fairfax ftarted as if he had feen 
an apparition. He recoiled back feveral 
paces, and exclaimed, with vehemence — 
" Great God ! is it poffiblea creature, whom 
thou haft created in thy own likencfs, can be 
reduced to this ?" 

On hearing thefc words pronounced, the 
poor wretch hid his face in the tatters of his 
ragged blanket, whilft the kndlord, holding 
his fides, laughed to fo immoderate a degree, 
that it was a confiderable time before he 
could attempt to remove the furprife of his 
gueft, which, he thought, he coiild not fail 
of doing by the following, addrefs : 

*' I beg your honour's pardon a thoufand 
times, but for my foul I could not help it, 
Jefu Maria ! who would fuppofe'your honour 

could 
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could have been fo frightend ? My youngeft 
child plays with him as fhe would do with a 
kitten. No, no, your honour, he will do 
you no harm. If he was. not quite fimple 
- and harmlefs, he fhould never have taken 
his poll under my roof. 

What the landlord faidj together with the 
miferable creature's endeavouring to hide his 
fece in the ftiattered covering, increafed our 
Colonel's feelings of humanity, and awakened 
a painful curiofity, which would not let him 
reft without a fiill gratification, and for this 
purpofe he retired to his room, defiring his 
hoft, if poffible, he would get Wild Robin 
the name this phantom went by through the 
family, to follow him thither : He alfo or- 
dered him to fend in a bottle of wine, and 
fome bread. 

Various were the emotions of his heart, 

whilft waiting 'the execution of his commif- 

fions. He walked to and fro in eager ex 

peftatLon, liftening every now and then, that 

. E 5 .his 



82 d£lborouoh family. 

his .ear might catch the firit approaches of 
the pcrfon by whom his whole thoughts were 
occupied. At length the door opened; a 
fcrvant entered with the things he had or- 
dered, foEowed by this Ipcftre of human 
nature> who, with his eyes fixed on the 
ground, obierved a profound and fuUea 
filence.. 

Colonel Fairfix waited no longer tham 
till the fervant had left the room, before he 
accofted him: in thefe terms ; but with fuch 
gendenefs in his voice, fuch manly fenfibility 
in his countenance, as na words can poffibly 
expreis t 

•^ I cannot behold with ihdifFere^cc the 
fufferings of a fellow creature,, and fure to» 
judge from appearances, your*s muft have 
been of a molt malijgnant nature : I wifh toi 
make you acquamted with content.'* 

He fhook his head*. 
h it impoflible,then, toaflfordyoucomfcrt? 
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Impoffible ! and again he was filent. 

I am not a rich man; but you are deftitutc of 
neceffaries, without which life niuft be a bur- 
den. Thofe I can and will procure for you. 
Arc you a native of France ? 

No. 

Of what country ? 

A cmzen of the world.. 

You are determined not to enlarge on your 
fituation ? Lam convinced you was not born 
in mifery. You have feen better days. 

I have, and he turned away, to hide the 
tears that rolled down his fece. 

Pardonmeforaddmg-toyourdiftrefs. I could 

wifh to have known more : yet I know enough. 

tointitle you to what litde fcrvicc is in my 

E d powers 
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power. He drew out his purfe, and defired 
hi3 acceptance of the contents. 

He looked at the Colonel with an air of 
furprife ; but inftantly returning the purfe, 
"Keep this/* faid he, "for fomelefs, kfe 
"wretched objeft, who feels, only his poverty, 
him thy gold will relieve. My miferies are 
derived from other fources. I feel no want 
but of internal peace. Reftofe iHe, that, or 
all worldly comforts will be but aggrava- 
tions to my forrow/* 

Would to God I could. Your fituation 
pierces my foul. Horrible muft have been 
thofe incidents> the remembrance of which 
are fo infupportable ! yet without arraigning 
thejuftice of your heavenly Judge. 

Speak not of juftice ! interrupted he, it is. 
his Juftice by which I am condemned. 

Then let me fay his Mercy, without dif- 
bclieving his moft facred Promifes, dare 

you 



DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 8j[ 

you entertain a doubt of pardon ? I aih a 
young man> and, by my own imperfcftionsj, 
the lefs capable of giving falutary advice. 
In me it is prcfumption ; however, inftead 
of a defponding criminal, for, in my opinion 
this defpondency is criminal, I hope to be 
the means of feeing you the joyful and 
ferene Chriftian. I have a friend -, but hold^ 
are you a Proteftant ? 

Surely I am converfmg with an angel ; 
your voice has conveyed to my foul the 
founds of comfort. I am, I am a Protettant, 
bleffed be the Almighty ; then falling fud- 
denly on his knees, his poor withered / hand 
extended to heaven, " My God ! my God T* 
. cried he out, " now I know thou wilt pardon 
me ; tliou haft fent me confolation in the day 
of my affliftion. Never, never, will I again 
doubt thy mercies, O righteous Judge of 
the world I My tears of penitence thou haft 
numbered, and my groans hath afcended 
to thy Throne I Let my horrid crimes dwell 

in 
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ki the depth of my memory ; but let them 
be done away from thjr fight for even" 

The Colonel who was inexpreffibly affeft- 
cd bj^ this fcene went and filled a glafs of wine 
which he offered to the poor penitent, as 
foon as he arofe from his humble and devout 
pofturc^ 

He refufed it m theie wor Js^ 

'* Prom the exprefTions you have heard 
me utter, moft humane and generous ftran- 
ger, you may guels my crimes arc not of a 
common nature, and though my heart has 
through your means admitted a ray of divine 
hope, fixteen years a ilranger to that dark 
abode, yet never, never will my confeience reft 
fecure, my hope may increafe, my penitence 
never Ihall diminifh. Pardon^me then,, dear^ 
fir, if I refufe your well-meant requeft> al- 
ready have I felt too horribly the efFefts of 
that pernicious poifoa— that, that was my 

firit 
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firft ftep towards dcflirudion, this wretched 
emaciated carcafe^ fuch as you now behold 
it, has been fupported fixteen years by bread- 
and water i and unlefs the efFefts of one 
crime, terrible to nature, could be recalled^ 
will never know odier fuftenance, here will 
I wait with lowly penitence till my merciful 
God recalls me from this vale of mifery^ 

Colonel Fair&x was quite unmanned, a 
tear of pity ftarted from his eyes, he took 
the poor wretch's hand> and was going to* 
^eak of Dr. Harvey, to affure him what 
benefit he would receive under his direftion,. 
when at that moment the Doftor made his 
appearance. This worthy man betrayed 
even ftronger marks of aftonifliment than' 
the Colonel had done before him, his eyes 
were fixed with the moft lively expreffion of 
horror^ of compaflion, of amazement, on the 
pale effigy of famine, who had t-hrown himfelf 
on the ground, and feemed relapfing into hi* 
£)rmer gloomy filence^ 

Our 
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Our Colonel, who thought it beft to inform 
his friend alone of what had happened in 
his abfence, defired he would go with him 
into the next room, and requefted the fl:ran-» 
ger to wait their return where he was. 

He bowed his head in token of obedience, 
and the gentlemen withdrew together. 

. As loon as they were clofeted. Colonel 
Fairfax gave {o pidtureique a defcripdon of the 
manner in which he difcovered this object of 
mifery, and of the converlation which had 
paffed between them, thai the bare recital 
caufed ftrong emotions in the breaft of his- 
hearer, he .threw himfelf into a chair, and 
pointing to a glafs of water which flood on 
the. table, the Colonel gave it to him and he 
drank it off, then burftinginto tears, " Thank 
God, faid he, for this relief— -fixteen y^ars 
ago— juft fixteen years -^ merciful provi- 
4tnce!". 



<c 
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*' Whatever are the crimes of this young 
man, replied the Colonel, fo long, fo fcvere 
a penitence muft have erafed them from the 
eternal 'book of records. 

No doubt, no doubt, my dear excellent child, 
but we muft know what thefe crimes were. 
I am more concerned for this unfortunate 
vifbim than you can poflibly imagine : I 
have fufpicions which want confirmation be- 
fore they can be divulged. Alas ! my child, 
it was not the wrctchednefs of his appear- 
ance, but his features by which I was agi- 
tated, a fbmethbg in them which told me 
he and I were not unacquainted. If my fuf- 
picions are confirmed, of which at prefent 
I have only a faint hope, for time and mif- 
fortune has left fuch few traces of what he 
was, I fay, if it fliould happen, that I know 
this poor object of giiiit, and repentance, he 
may ftill be happy. But let us go to him, 
and, whoever he is, endeavour to cojifok 
and Xupport him j only do not, I • intrcat 

it 
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It of you, call me by my name, in his pre- 
fence. 

They found him walking about the roon* 
with an air of difcompofui'e, and as foon as 
he faw them enter, he defired Colonel Fair- 
fax that he might be difmiiTed 

I muft comply with your requeft, faid 
he^ in a foothing voice, if you will not vo- 
luntarily favour us with your company » 
Already 1 feel myfelf intcrefted in your 
happinefs: Can you then afford me no 
return to the friendihip I fmcerely oSer 
youf 

He faid nothing; he looked irrelblute> 
and feemed to avoid the doctor's fcrutinizing 
eye, which followed him in all his motions. 

My fon, faid he, advancing towards him,, 
repofc fome confidence in two people wha . 
w:e dilpofed to ferve you,. This gentlemaa 

you 
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you are not quite a Granger to. You have 
already witneffed the benevolent humanity 
erf" his fentiments. He generoufly offers you 
his friendfhip. I am an old man, and may 
communicate to you confolation from the 
Holy Funftioa with which I am Jionourcd. 
Yoiirs, as I am mformcd by this young gen- 
tleman, being a diftrcfs of confcience. 

In Ipeaking thus, the doftor had fo to- 
tally altered the natural tone of his voiccj^ 
that it was impoffible to have difcovered it. 

The felf^tormcnted wretch became mote 
compofed. He lifted up his eyes i they were 
overflowing with gratitude. He faid he 
could refufe them nothing — ^promifcd to gra- 
tify their curiofity, but begged they would 
not infift on his revealing two circumftances, 
which he was determined to conceal. 

They readily promifed him this favour^ 
and waited for the recital, particularly Dr. 

Harvey^^ 
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Harvey, with agitation not ta be cx- 
preffed. 

They prevailed on him to take a chair, 
and, feating themfelves oppofite, from which 
they might obferve every turn \ti his coun- 
tenance, he began, as may be found in the 
next Chapter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

THE two circumftaiices which alone 
I wifh to conceal, and which no i^arth- 
ly power Ihall ever make me difcover, 
is the name of my family, whofe worth 
would be blafted by its connexion with fuch 
a monfter as myfelf, and the name of a 
country which had the misfortune of giving 
birth to a — — - — He flopped — the paffage of 
his words was choaked — it was near a minute 
before he recovered his voice. Horrid ap- 
pellation ! continued he, to deferve, it drives 
mte to madnefs ! I cannot, cannot repeat the 
Ihocking tide which my aftions have merited! 

Gen- 
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Gentlemen, I am well defcended, my fa- 
ther — heftarted with an airofphrenzy — how 
dare I pronounce the awful name of father ! 
dear venerable (hade, if thou art permitted 
to witnefs the horrors of my polluted foul, 
forgive, forgive thy fon ! I my crimues are 
terrible, but my repentance fervent. — O that 
the blood of this foul body could walh away 
my ftains ! ! ! 

Pardon, bear with me, thefe expreflions 
rife involuntarily, I muft give them paflagc 
for my heart will not contam them. 

Both his auditors were nearly as much 
afieftcd as the diftreffed penitent himfclf, 
the Doctor indeed partly concealed his emo- 
tions, for at that moment, when the youi^g 
man began to addrefs his fupplication to his 
father's fpirit, h,e had covered his face with 
a liandkerchief 

Wicked as I have been, cotitmued he, 
furely I do not dcferve that good men, like 

you, 
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you, fhould weep for and iympathize with 
me — yet let me humbly receive thefe tefti-* 
monies of generous humanity as a heavenly 
cordial fent by God himfelf, after fixteen 
years experience of his divine and juft ven- 
geance, all which time I have been a wretched 
wanderer on the face of the earth, an alien 
to my country, without friend, without mo- 
ney, without peace* 

I once was innocent and happy, but leaving 
the bofom of a tender parent — O gentlemen, 
fuch a parent as mine, would to God you 
had known him I you would then have feen 
the full extent of my guilt ; -without knowing 
him you know but half my mifery. — I left 
him to finifti an education which his paternal 
care had hitherto dire&ed, I foon forgot his 
heaven-infpired precepts, his more heavenly 
example, and made long ffrides towards the 
attamment of every criminal defire. 

He paufed, then refumed the converfation, 
which had from the beginning been held in 
the French language. 
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^^ Wine -deftroyed niy reaibn — ^women 
inflamed my paflions — diefe vices could not 
be indulged widiout expence— I continually 

. drew for more money than my unhappy fa- 
ther, unhappy in fuch a fon, could prudendy 
advance, Alas ! had he poffeffed the mines 
of Peru, even they would have been infufB- 
cientformydeteftable purpofes-r raging with 
vice and determined not to relinquifh my 
pleafures> my firft refort -was to the gaming 
table, want of fuccefs made me defperate — 

^ I purchafed piftols, and — '* 

Here large drops of fweat ftood on his 
forehead, nothing but the whites of his eyes 
were vifible, every feature wgs diftorted, l^s 
whole frame trembled with cOnvulfive terror^ 

Colonel Fairfax, the» tears ftreaming down 
his face,, caught hold of his hand, and biegged 
him to drop the conclufion of the ftory— the 
good doftor could not fpeak, but his fobs 
were audible, 

"No, 
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" No, fir, cried the wretched narrator 
after wiping the fweat from his face, this m 
one part of my penance, without this mjr 
punifhment would not be' complete — fuffer 
me to proceed — ^let me aft over the horrid 
deed again in imagination, that my foul may 
be relealed by the ftrehgth of her own feel- 
ings.— O God! O God! if thou feeft fit, let 
this poor (hattered body longer fupport its 
conflifts. 

" I laid I bought piftols, you guefs for 
what ufe they were intended — hold, hold my 
brain — (he put his hand to his forehead)^— 
it will do, cried he ; on my firft accurfed ex- 
pedition, I rode up to a chaifc, and without 
lookmg at the perfon in it, clapt a piftol 
through the glafs, demanding money, at the 
fame inftant a crape which I wore on my 
face dropped ofi^, (looping to take it from 
the door of the carriage, my eyes met thofc 
of my father, who in all my vile courfes I 
had never ceafed to reverence, his well- 
known voice entered into my very fouL^My 

fon, 
VOL. u F 
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ion, my fon, was all I heard— -giliTt ahd horror 
ftoolc nty whole frame^ the piftol difcharged 
ftfelf, and burfting only to6k away my mur- 
derous han4 whilft my fadier, my dear, dear 
father 1!^— 

At this perbd hfe was interrupted by a loud 
groatt*; and looking round him with terror in 
his countenance law the doctor &II back in his I 
chair. I 

^ HI feted wretch, exclaimed he, fhaltj 
lliou dcftroy another innocent man! —is therci 
contagion in thy very breath ! 

Colonel Fairfax who had flown to fuppor 
him,^now forgot the caution he had fo latelji 
refierred from his friend, and cried out in ai] 
agony of grief, ftrangef thou haff killed Dr 
Harvcy-^run, fly for afliftance. j 

Inftead of doing as he was^ defired, hi 
made but 6ne ftep to the oppofite fide o 
the room', and catching hold ofthe Colonel"! 

arm 



I #rm, demanded in a Toice fcarce intellig^lc, 
if Dr. Hanriy lived at Froomhall in EiTcx. 

An anfWeir in the affermativc, afted like 
t cannon balli and levelled him even with 
the earth. 






In the midft of aftonifhrtient and terror 
Gdlbnel Fairfax fliiH preferved hi^ prefence 
of minSd, he pulled die bell with vehemenc* 
and difpatched a meffenger fbr a fiirgeoii 
of eminence, the lifelcfs bodijes hie faw con- 
veyed to feparate robrtis and imttiedjately 
put to bed ; the fulrgeon foon arrived, he 
bled them with fuccefil, aild applying other 
^ remedies they both began to recover thbugli 
veiy (lowly. 
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The firft ufe Dr. Harvey made of his 
returning fehfes. Was to infohh his friend that 
he was a fother, that the poor miferable being 
who had excited their Compafliori was his 
fon, that having received only a contufion 
from the btlrfting of the piftol he had foon 
F a recovered. 
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recovered, and never after hewing any tidingi 
of his unhappy child Imagined he had fallen 
a facrifice to his inordinate vices, that he 
had himfclf fpread abroad die report of his 
death, but as God Almighty in his abundant 
goodnefs, continued the worthy old man, 
has reftored him to me ten thpufand times 
more amiable for his merciful chaftifements, 
my arms and heart fliall be open to receive 
him; as to the world, he being fuppofcd 
to die abroad, their fcruples may be eafily 
removed, widiout impeaching his former 
charafter. I confefs my good friend,' tears 
plentifully ftreaming down his face, this pro- 
digal fon, this glorious penitent I think a 
greater honor to his father than if he never 
liad offended, it is true, nothing can be Icfs 
difficult than keeping the ftraight path of 
honor, but let a fond parent boaft that few 
who has entered fo far as he had done the 
way to perdition, could return the wifer, nay 
the better for his trials. 

Charmed with- the good man's expieflions 
in favor of lis fon, Qur Colord felt the moft 
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lively fatisfaftioh, but obferving him too 
deeply afFedted by dwelling on the fubje6t 
of his deviation from, and his return to virtue, 
he endeavoured to ^ive the converfation 
fomething of a turn lc6 intcrefting, by ex- 
preffing his furprifc thiat Mr. Harvey had 
not difcovered his father on their firft meet- 
ing. 

" I muft account to you for that, replied 
the Doftor, fince our feparadon I have had 
the fmall pox, which diforder has totally 
changed my features, and together with the 
many feams ftill remaining, made it almoft 
impoilible for him to recollect me, I was 
afraid, notwithftanding this alteration and fo 
long an abfence, that he might have fome 
feint idea ofmypcrfonor my voice, and I 
altered die latter, the more effectually to 
deceive him/' 

As he Ipoke thus the door opened, he faw 
his fon on his knees, not daiingto approach 
he heard him fay, my father, O my father ! 

F 3 Here 



Here )ve muft. drop the curtain — jfuch a 
mixture of grief, joy— te^rs, fmUcs— p^ui* 
tence, for^vcnels— gratitude and tendcrn^fij^ 
as this fcene affprdedj |nay. tofH^ an exceVeat 
olio of thepafliQns^ but without afadUties fof 
^relEng tb?jn to advamagp, ^ fl>9uU <^y 
Ipo^ th? ingrcdjep^ 



CHJtP- 
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CHAP. X. 



THE fortupatc (Efcovcry in our laft chap- 
tcr> which had made Dodor Harvey 
X joyfiil aad happy father, prolonged their 
Hay in Paris five days, in wWch time, by the 
9,ffiftaAce of pourilhiog food, together with 
the delightful fcnfatioAS he experienced on 
finding his father ftill living, and being re- 
ftored to his tendereft love, had fuch ah ef- 
feft on- Mr. Harvey, that his ftrength and 
foiritis vifibly increafed, his perfon alfo under- 
went alterations ftill more favourable by tfic 
aid of a neat fuit of cloaths, with every other 
heceflary part of drefs which was immediately 
provided for him, and at the fame time he 
F 4 parted 
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parted with thofe appendages ^ f woe which 
had contributed to give him the moil favage- 
ike appearance. 

He was not acknowledged by his real 
name in France, and the facetious landlord 
jreadily believed the good fortune of Wild 
Robin entirely proceeded from the charitable 
inclinations of the two Englifh gentlemen. 
Do6tor- Harvey. and hisfon regarded Colonel 
Fairfax as an inftrument, by the will of God, 
who had reftored them to each other, die 
former embraced and bleffed his friend, now 
dearer to him than ever, the latter watered 
the hands of his preferver with unfeigned 
drops of grateful fenfibility: His manly.heart 
felt a jpleafmg pride in the accidental part he 
bore in the felicity of a perfon to whom he 
owed, ifpoflible, more than filial obligations; 
he likewife felt no fmall degree of joy to fee 
the moft miferable objed his eyes had ever 
beheld, reftored to happinefs 5 he returned 
their acknowledgments « with all that warmth 
cf tendernefs they exprcffed in beftowing 

them 
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them ; he aflured the Doftor he had always 
regarded him- as a father, and that his fon 
Ihould ever command a brother's fliare in his 
afieftions. 

Delight and fatisfadlion gladened the old 
man's features ; Now, now, faid he, BlefTed 

j be the Almighty, the meafure of my joy is 
full, it can receive no addition; my fon, turn- 
ing to Mr. Harvey, - My dear Harry, re- 

p ceive this offer of fraternal friendlhip as the 
immediate gift of heaven. 

I bliilh. Sir, at my own unworthinefs, 
he replied, it covers me with confufion— ^I 
know not how to receive rewards where I fo 
juftly deferve punilhment — ^your unhoped for 
goodneis to a guilty, but repentant fon — how 
can I exprefs my feelings — ^my heart, gene- 
rous Colonel Fairfax, expanded by duty, is 
open to the impreflions of friendlhip, I em- 
brace with refpeft the invaluable gift you 
condefccnd to offer me, and fenfibly feel the 
honour you confer — ^With what tranfports of 
F 5 gratitude 
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gratmid? fjjajl I dedicate the reft of my dap 
tf> my God^ my fether> and fliy friend. 

Your wife and children too, I hope, my 
dear Harry^ interrupted Doftor Harvy,,with 
a fipifc of paternal Ipvp, youf bcft days are 
to cofpe* 

Indeed I fl^ttj^r nayfelf they are, my d^ 
Sir, replied he, kilTifig his fatl^er's hand, pc 
how dajk and dreanr WopW be xfiy jprolpedts 
as to a wife ; he fighed deeply— oncf I might 
have been happy ; if I fhould ever agaia 
think of a wife, I txiuft endeayour to m^e 
myfelf deferving the affeftions of % virtuouSj 
lyo^^Q i hidjSJ:to jtpy Gopacftjions h^ve beei^ 
vith't|i^ Hjplt yifiou? of that ftx j yet in. the 
days of my xnaQPgACip^ I hays ^m>^ what 
it was to IpYjc infecri^jiQftp of tih^njpft amia- 
bje of thcm^ 

We havj? givcft ouf: readprs a^ XfjXLQk PiT 
this converiatipn as niay convince th^m t))^( 
thp fp^i of Dn Harypy, throiigh ^ Ipng cpwfe 

of 
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of abjeftmifcry and dc^^air, had prcftryedft 
delicacy of fcntiment that cannot, at ajl 
times, be found in men who have never 
eftranged theoifelves from the world, or 
fwerved from the paths of honour. 

Nothing can be more obvious or bjetter 
illuftrated by a thoufand ancient as well as 
modern examples than thi^ obfervation, that 
mn of thcitrongeft underftandings and moft 
violent paffions, haye been ever more liable 
to capitaj errors than- the effeminate petit 
Warire, or plodding philofppher, the pedantic 
fcholar or the phlegmatic indolent politician; 
nonjc of thefe can att^n a higher charafter 
t]i;ui th?tt,of being natively inofFcnfive, 
whilft the mail who has afllfted his pjaffions to 
conquer hisv uoderftanding can never know 
any mediocrity, he, muft either give up his 
uame te eternal infamy,, or he muft, before 
if. i$ top Ute, by a noble exertion . of his fa- 
culties, by cjuitiing the fidp of paffiojjji and 
lifting wD^er the bai>nieBs of reafon, eftabUfli gu 
; pj?rman^qta4Jd.^lftriQUsrcp}Litatio;i, Hi^y 
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' as Mr. HaiVey had in his juvenile days offend- 
ed againft his natural judgment, trampling 
on all laws public and focial ; yet we hope a 
penitence fo great, lb uncommon as that to 
which he voluntarily fubmitted, will intide 
him in the opinion of our humane and fenfible 
readers, to the honours of die latter character.. 
Further we beg leave to obferve, that the 
reafon why we have omitted the relation given 
by this gentleman to his father, and Colonel 
Fairfax, of the laft fixtcen years of his life, is 
really no odier than what arifes from a confi- 
deration of our reader's fenfibility* fuch a 
feries of horrors and diflrefTes aS his vagabond 
ftate was attended with, would only ferve to' 
moifken their eyes, afflift their breaft with the 
too painful fenfations of compaffion, and add 
nothing to the importance of our hiftory^ 

Our travellers left Paris without Colonel 
Fairfax's having either leen or heard any 
thing further from the Marquis d' Stanville'is 
family; St. Mcara often drew a figh from 
his bofom,*but it was not an emotion of love, 

he 



DELBOROUGH FAMILY. IC9 

he regretted her partiality to himfclf, which 
had all along been but too vifible'; he wiftied. 
her happinefi with the fame fervent ardour 
that he would have wifhed it to his fifter ; 
there was but one way in whidi he would not 
have affifted her to promote it, and that was 
perhaps the only one which would have proved 
efFe6hial ; his inclinations were averic, and it 
was likewiie inconfiftent with his flricSt notions 
of honour, by unmeaning gallantry, to en- 
courage a paflion in her breaft which he was 
incapable of returning, and which could not 
fail of being attended with difagreeable con- 
fequences -, this was his mode of reafoning, 
and we cannot here avoid declaring our per- 
fcft approbation. 

With fentiments fuch as theft, and a heart 
perfedtly at liberty, he landed at Dover, and 
being informed by letters from his fiftcr that 
flie was removed frorxi the houfe of her late' 
benefaftor to that of Mrs. Edwin, he purfuetf 
his rout towards Effex, accompanied by his 
two friends, who lived in the neighbourhood 

of 
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of Edwin place, at the diftancc oply of about 
half a mile they parted, wi|:h a promife frpm. 
'DoGtor Harvey and his fon^ that they would 
fee hiqn the next wioruing; wh^eq they intended 
paying their r^fpefts to Mrs. Edwin, ftie be-, 
ing a great favourite of the IDoApr's, but Mr. 
Harvey not haying he^rd his father ment^pn 
bcr by any other name, thought himfelf en- 
tirely unknown to her, and cgnfented to the 
vifit, in compliai^ce with the old gentlexi^an's 
requc.ft. 

We have laid tJi^Mns. Edwin was »great 
f4yourite of the Doctor's, we mufl: now %, 
tfet in return ihe ^Imoft reverenced him ; for 
a number of years the ftriftcft intiroacy bad 
been preferved without interruption between . 
ber father ^nd th€ \rprthy divinei.m^y of her 
ififantine days were very agreeably pafled Ui 
4 thoufaxKi innocent amyferp^nts with his foa 
before he- was fent on the purfuit of knowledge^, 
ifi which purluit fatally mift^ki/ig the objeft^ 
b^ lo.ft what was now far more de^r tq h'lffh 
ihm life itfelft 

They 
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They were viery nc^tr of the fame age, and 
diat childifh fondnefs di^y on ajl occafions be* 
trayed for each other, was innproving very 
fjA into the mpft fcrious p^flion, when the 
Ic^paration, deftraftive to his peape, unfortu- 
nately followed — ^flie received the account of 
l)js death with a thoufand aftlefs exprcffions of 
grief, and profufely mind^ed her tegrs with 
thofe of his wretched mther, who laboyred 
in fecret under a load of hidden forrows, hk. 
^gs were a millipn times more ej^cruciating 
tliai> any which ever tore the breaft of pater- 
^^ Ipye 9,% the diiTplution of an only child. 

1% was ievei) ye^'s after the feppofejd death 
9f Mr- Herycy that Mi^ Mariana Edmonds 
g^ve her hapd to Mr* Edwin, more in com- 
plaifancc to Sir James than her own inclina- 
tions — her eldeft fifter had long before been^ 
di§pofcd of by her ftfhpr to Mr. Pormer, a 
W^m qf good fpiturie and good charaftcr, nor 
wa^ hi^ Qtjicr fon-in-law of inferior reputation, 
byt ij) poh« 9f i^ft.4te hasJ a confiderabje ad- 
vantage. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dormer was ftill a wife,. Mrs. Edwin 
had been a widow three years, and during 
that time made no progrefs towards a change' 
of fituation— with a jointure of feven hundred" 
pounds, and a legacy of twenty thoufand,; 
which her hufband left her at his. death, fhe 
fupported that elegance and hofpitality in the 
country for which he had always been diftin- 
guifiied. 

Emely Fairfax enjoyed fo large a; (hare of 
her affedion, that Ihe never parted with her, 
even on a vifit toMrs. Dormer without regret, 
nor ever left her behind with that lady a week 
or ten days,- which ftie has fometimes done 
at her fitter's requeft, but fhe longed for the 
moment of her return with a mother's im- 
patience. 

Mrs. Edwin was at this time thirty-fo«r,' 
and ftill a remarkable- handfome woman, a 
dieerful How of fpirits,. unintemipted health, 
and a benevolent mind, gave her the appear- 
ance of being no more than five or fix and 

twenty, 
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twenty, yet as Mifs Fairfax was but feventeen; 
wc do not think the maternal appellation we 
have had recourfc to will be judged inap- 
plicable. . . 

. Sir James Edmonds, as a mark of his re- 
gard for Emely, had bequeathed her five 
hundred pounds, the reft of his fortune came 
to a divifion between his. two dai^ters, who 
vied with each other in bcftowing the moft 
Valuable, prefents on his and their beloved 
charge i in fliort, by their generofity from^ 
poiTeiling nothing, ihe fbon became miftreis 
of no delpicablc fortune, but of this change flic 
had never acquainted her brother at the earneft 
requeft of her benefaftrefies, who, with true 
beiievolence^ wifhed to avoid his acknow- 
ledgmmts on that occafion. 

We fliall now return more particularly to 
the Colonel. He was received with the po-^ 
liteft welcome by the friend of his filler, by 
Emely herfelf with trarifports of joy, which 
gave additional charms to the brilliancy of her 
, com- 



^Ofnple^ion, jiad a mone ftriking viytkclrjr to 

the &Qjeii: ve}(fd in iJoe^ worH* 

Her brother was agreeably ftirpriled «t 
finding an improvement where he Imagined 
thfi^^ WU^ oat ddae kaS^ pdSbk cdooi (pt? kn* 
pi^Qyennfnt > inr fhptJghi: her 4ie moftfiniflM^ 
creaoicc of her fex *when he k6 England, tot 
lii^ he^jn:^ ;^ this ioteryiew, fondly ackn^iww . 
tedged ibehaA ga^d coniiderai)le advantages 
bf ^exchanging the leiwly gid for the beaud- 
fill iwoiiDao. l$er halgli^ ^if^as comman^Ag, 
her elegant peiiba laaodeUed by 4:he #&ger of 
j^oportioo, her movements graceful --Be- 
hplding . h^t With the partklity pf^a brooh^, 
^irh^t m^ Uwe beea his &nciments> indqed 
dvy w^jre :isiexpreflilrfr-rrhc lopkod at her 
with love, with j^yi, wijh aftoniflimcnt, he 
fell into a profound thoughtfulnefs, his eyes 
W-^r^ &iU riyetC!£d job the ol:^e(Sk (which engaged 
hi$ ^ttwtioo. 

My d^r brother, £ud Mifs Fairfax, t^ing 
his hand, yxxu look gcave, I hope no part of 

my 



•UMJlOUQH FAMILY. Lt^ 

my CQndu& in your ablbnce has ^vea you 
^i^ieofure. 

far £rom itj Sitvdy, ^brtiog firooi hi* 
reyjerift, your own good fei^e, tbe example 
of d)c ladies ivvlio have hooQiffcd you ^^ 
tiietr fmtoQaoti^ would make k impoffibk 
that a fingle idea ihould intrude to your M£* 
advantag&-«Hnp Emely, nay (ilaice proqcedt 
from pleafure^ I am not a vsun Jfellow, an^ 
yet let me tell you I am very proud of my 
fiftcr. 

Indeed you have r^afon^ replied Mrs* 
Edwin, fmtiing> I -y^ll ailow you die firft 
place in her heait» Intt^ve me leave to kh* 
form youy Colonel^ the iecond is already 
befpoke. 

I know RO-body> £ud Ejmely, wbo can 
have a better tide to it (my blather excepted) 
tiiaa the dear perfon you me^a 430 infinuate. 

Thefe words were accompanied with a 

mofk 
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moft grateful look, dircfted to Mrs. Edwin, 
which made the Colonel hope, what he greatly 
wifhed, that he had no male rival in the af- 
fcdions of his filler i to be more convinced 
oh chis.efTential point, he afked her^ laugh- 
ing, if ihe had no favoured lover, for whom 
Ihc made fomc refcrve ? or, if her heart was 
really and truly divided by himlelf and the 
lady> who had an undoubted right to a vciy 
principal fliarc ? 

Not entirely, with a very grave sur^ was 
her anfwer. 

Take carc,Emcly, ( Nlrs.. Edwin faid) da 
not alarm my jealoury,and the Colonel looked 
rather diiconcerted. 

Can I ever forgctthe thoufand obligations I 
Qwe Mrs. Pornaipr ? Is it poffible for you to 
believe me ungrateful? Surely then you 
cannot be angiy if my heart is not divided 
cxaftly as my brother had carved it out. 

But you forget my queftion, Emely, I 
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afked if you had no lover to divide your 
afFcftions ? 

Lover, brother, pray what kind of a 
creature is that? with a pretended fim- 
plicity, which made them laugh heartily : an 
exotic, 1 fuppofe, as I have never met with 
ar>y of the kind in my country rambles, or 
perhaps it is an animal that cannot exift in our 
pure air, and is only to be met with in great 
towns and foggy capitals. 

^ Pleafed that (he could treat the fubjeft with 
{0 much railery, as it confirmed the freedom 
of her inclinations, the Colonel replied. If I 
was to fall into your whim, and endeavour 
to delineate a lover, faith, I have had fo little 
experience, that I fhould not know where to 
begin or end the pidure. Then let the tafk 
be mine, faid Mrs. ^Edwin, obferyation has 
ftood me in the ftead of experience. 

A' lover,' child, continued (he, turning to 
Emcly, is a kind of phantom, he glides aboqt 
with folded arms, ha3 a ghottly appearance, 
. • and 
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and never ftays k>ng* in the lame plate ; iSo* 
day he lives on the fmiles of one nfiftreis, to^. 
morfow he is at the feet of another; he is 
perpetually killied, but never dies> nbt that 
I would hav« ybu' underftartd he is immortal) 
he feeds entirely on fighs, one tender glance 
fi-om his adorable tranfport^ him to madneis^ 
a frown has exaftly the fame efi^dt^ and 
throws him into a phrenzy of delpair. 

Very well, madam,*cried Colonel Fairfor* 
the vengeance of love himfelf will overtake 
you for this prdfanatiori^ He will never reft, 
depend on it, till he has rhadc you the ten^ 
detefl: of hi^ votaries. 

I have fet his godihip at defiance, replied 
Ihe, laujghinjg, he has rtiore wifdom than to 
wafte his darts on- thirty-four, that, thank 
heaven, is my fecurity. 

Emely coincided in her brother's opinion, 
and the evening (lid aWay with fo much good 
humour, and cheerfuhiefs, that it was late 
before they thought of retiring for die night. 
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Mrs. Edwm atld Mifs Fairfat h^ tn&t 
ae^e^d vtvy pamcidar inquiries nker tkt 
good Doctor J thtj were informed,, that he 
would bKakfkft With them the next morningr 
buC nothmg paifed relative to Mt; Harvey oii 
this. head; the Colonel obferVet* a- profound 
filence> in concipHanee with a fe^ueft whicfc 
he had received from the father of tlilt g^n- 
dtmani, in order th»t he might coniult h^ 
pillow before the difcovcry of hifii fori Wa^ 
made to tjse two ladies. 

No fooner did Cotefiel Faiffe* find him- 
fdf alon^i than" he again fell intd the faitie' 
pleafing ti^ajrn of ideas, yfhich his fitter had 
onet before interrupted duriftg the evening. 
As we fuppbfe our readers will not be unin-* 
tet-efted in Bis cdgitatioilsi, we fhall here' ex-^ 
Mbit thefiibjeft of them irt^as concife a mdn-* 
ner as pofTiblt, and then conclude our 
chapten 

KHs flrft eihotions on beholding the lovely 

Eaiel}^ wtre thofe of furprke' and plealufc ; 

. • 4 lie 
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he gazed at her charms with fraternal rapture, 
he liftentd to her converfation conveyed in 
accents of harmony with .approving tranfport — 
the more he gazed or liftened, the more was 
he engaged in a train of refledtions on her 
fituation— the fmallnefs of that fortune which 
it was in his power to beftow, would but 
barely place her above the reach of poverty; 
whereas by the fuperior beauties of her mind 
and perfon, i: was evident, at leaft to him, 
that fhe would do honour to the molt exalced 
fphere of life — he was by nature poffeft of 
tliat eligible kind of ambition, without which 
a young man can never hope to make a Ihin- 
ing figure in the world. His profeffion, in- 
ftead of depreffing, had contributed to inflame 
this early love of honourable atchicvements, 
was it then at all to be wondered at, that he 
confidered his fitter's advancement with 
the fame degree of fanguine expeftat^n as 
he had experienced on his own account? 
was it furprifmg that a man who would have 
thought himself miferable, had he been ex- 
trluded from a view of rifing to the highcft 

eminence 



A 



DELBOROUGH FAMILY, 121 

eminence of his profeflicn, fliould ftrel hitn- 
felfin a ftate of anxiety on feeing a poffibi- 
lity that a beautiful and accompliflied fifter 
might wafte her youth in obfcure retirement ? 
Was it not extremely natural, that in fuch a 
cafe he ftiould employ the whole bent of his 
thoughts to remedy the threatened difad- 
vantage? 

Amongft a thoufand fchemes, which were 
no fboncr planned than rejedked, the laft 
which offqfed was that of an immediate re- 
conciliation with Lady D orothy Petting. His 
fertile imagination exulted in the pleafing 
profpedt, he determined no cordial advances 
on his fide fliould be wanting to accomplifli 
the defirable event— Notwithftanding her la- 
dyfliip's former difpleafure, he had very little 
doubt but his attempt would be fuccefsful.—- 
In idea he already faw his beloved Emely 
under the proteftion of her aunt, and that 
aunt a woman of quality and fortune, who had 
o;ice before fignified the mofl: gracious inten^- 
tions in their favour — In idea he went (till 

VOL. I. G farther. 
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further, he faw the old lady partially fond of , 
her amiable niece, he faw his fifter loaded 
with her favours, and he alfo faw her united/ 
to a nobleman, even more eminent for his 
virtues than his nobility. 

Thefc waking dreams were all mighty 
fanguine, but dreaming may be pleafaht, if 
not profitable, and as it Jerved to amufe our 
Colonel, pray, gentle reader, let him dream 
on unixiolefted i haft thou never experien*- 
ced that the flights of imagination are of- 
ten attended with" more delightful fenfa- 
tions than we even feel at the completion of 
a favourite projeft ? If thou anlwereft in the 
affirmative, then art thou alfo as great a vi- 
fionary as Colonel Fairfax, and durft not, 
with the ludici-ous bui-ft of ridicule, la^jgh at 
him for his ideal happinefs. , 
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MRS. Edwin, Emely, arid her brodicr 
were no fooner affembled at die tea 
tabk, than the latter, in purfuance of the 
icheme lie had fo wifely concerted the 
evening before, afked Mifs Fairfax if Vac 
flioiild have any objeftion to fpending the 
approaching winter in London. 

* She looked with a delighted furprife, and 
affured him Ihe had no objedion in the world, 
except that of parting from her .dear and va- 
luable prote6trefs. 

Are you really fixed then Colonel, afked 
G 2 Mrs, 
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Mrs. Edwin, to deprive me of a companion 
who is of the utmoft confequence to my 
felicity. 

Not, madam, he replied, unlefs after you 
have heard my motives for propofing it, you 
fhould abfolutely approve them. 

That is perfeftly polite, and as I do not 
fear of a plan to counteraft yours, I beg you 
will fpeak freely ; Emely too feemed all 
impatience to have this fudden, though not 
unpleafing propofal of her brother's, account- 
ed for. 

Her curiofity was immediately fatisfied. 

After the innumerable obligations he con- 
tinued, conferred on myfelf and fifter by Sir 
James Edmonds, and his amiable family, not 
to repofe an entire confidence in them, would 
be finning againft gratitude, I Ihall therefore 
have no concealment in laying my affairs be- 
fore Mrs. Edwin, ftie alone Ihall be judge 
5 and 
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and correftor of my intentions. She fmiled 
and bowed, he proceeded : 

My aunt, madam, Lady Dorothy Petting, 
in the life-time of your father, exprefled a 
defire that Emely might rtfide with her, and 
in that cafe promifed largely at her death ; I 
had my reafons for detlining her ladylhip's 
requcft at that time, and even for concealing 
it from our bcft friend$. I knew Sir James 
could not part with his ward, and not feel 
the feparation. — How ftrongly does this par- 
tiality refleft honour on you, my dear fitter? 
1 likewife knew, that had he been made ac- 
quainted with die offer I received from Lady 
. Dorothy, he would have refigncd her, per- 
haps, to the prejudice of that cafe and cheer- 
fulnefs fo neceflary at a certain time of life 
to which he was happily arrived. 

The ladies handkerchiefs were applied to 
wipe away fome officious tears which ftarted 
to the memory of an afteftionate father, a 
kind and generous benefaftor. 

G 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Edwin would have fpokc to exprefs 
her thanks, for the injGbance the Cotencl had 
given of uncommon and difinterefted atten- 
tion, but he perceiving lier defign, prevent- 
ed it by continuing the converfation. 

Her ladylhip, faid he>\ras fo exafperated 
at not having her requeft complied with, that 
ihe'wouid not fee me when I waited on her 
before I left England, nor even condcfcend 
to take the finalleii notice of two letters 
which I wrote her in my abfencc, one from 
France, the other from Italy. Notwithftand-* 
ing thefe forbiddmg appearances^ I make no 
doubt, was fbe once to .fee my fifter> her 
refentment would give place to more laudablt 
fcntiments, an event which, for Emely's fake, 
I heartily wiili may be accomplifhed— My 
fortune is very limited— what is in my power 
to do fhall not be neglefted, but furely, my 
dear Mrs. Edwin, your favourite deferves 
more than my confined circuniftances will 
admit. 

Indeed^ 
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Indeed, my dear afFeftionatc brother, faid 
£m€]y, interrupting him^ I am a richer girl 
(han you imagiHe. 

Hulh, (jhiid, cried Mrs. Edwin, if .you 
love, and would oblige me, never mention 
the mere trifles that have palled between 
us. 

Aod will you always, madam^ confine m» 
(0 filence, when my heart is even burfting 
with gratitude. 

Shew it then, my dear girl,' by eofnplying 
in this one refpedt with my humour. 

You cannot refuft to fubmit pba^iently to 
a command fo noble, faid the Colonel, the 
obligations which I have witneffed your re- 
ceiving, are abundantly fijfficient to make me 
the moft obli^txj mA, graiteftil q( men, were 
I permitted tci know more, it CQuW not add 
to my gratitude, or increafe my admiration. 

G 4 Upoo 



^ 
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Upon my word, Sir, replied Mrs* Edvvin, 
I have no other claim to the Honour of your 
good opinion, than a very tender afFcftion 
f jr your filler -, pray, therefore, let us drop 
the fubjeft. Well, Colonel, have you any 
thing further to propofe in regard to your 
London expedition ? 

Nothing, madam, except that, with your 
f ermiflion, I intend to give Lady Dorothy 
pother letter, and if the anfwer fliould be 
favourable— 

To take away my Emely, (interrupting 
him)— • 

You know the conditions — your confent 
determines her deftination.'— 
• 

I cannot help thinking you are a ycry ex- 
traordinary creature, to fuppofe I will part 
with her voluntarily and immediately. 

I have done, madam* 

There 
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There is no Meceflity for that either ; I 
told 70U I fhould find a plan to counteraft 
yours — I flatter niyfelf> Emely will have no 
objcftion to remain under.my protection in. 
London^ at leaft till the happy reconciliation 
is afiedted ; then for her intereft will I refign 
my charge> but pofitively not to any Lady 
Dorothy in the world will I give her up, who 
does not love my dear girl as much as fhe 
deferves. 

This friendly declaration was received by' 
the Colonel with fuch heart- felt acknowledge- 
ments of joy and fatisfadlion, as convinced 
her ihe had made him perfectly happy — as for 
Emely, her delighted fenfations were differ- 
ently expreffed, anions as well as words Ipoke 
the feelings of her grateful heart, ihe threw 
her lovely arms about the neck of Mrs. Ed- 
wm, and, with the moft engaging energy^ 
proteftedi that, in whatever ftation Providence 
fhould place her, half her time, at leaft, Ihould 
be always dedicated to the valuable fuciety of 
her deareft friend. 
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Mrs. Edwin, charmed with her afFedionatc 
lenfibiiity, promifed ftie would write that very 
day to an acquaintance fhe had in town, for 
immediatety providbg a houfe proper for 
their reception ; at the fame time Ihe^advifed 
the Colonel not to addrefs his aunt by letter, 
the fuccefs of that being doubtful, but rather 
to attend her in perfon, as their ftay in the 
country would be fhort, to which he readily 
affented. 

DodVor Flarvey juft then made his appear- 
ance, and was moft affedionately received by 
the ladies. Colonel Fairfiix, after the firft 
compliments were over, laid their new pro- 
Jefted fcheme before him for his approba- 
tion. Having liftened with attention, and 
being preffcd for his opinion, he made the 
following reply : 

I not only approve your intentions, but 
think them highly prudent; your duty, as 
well as intereft, makes them almoft indifpen- 
fible i if I may be allowed the honour of fol- 
lowing 



lowiBg this gpod lady's example, Ipokiqg at 
Mrs. Edwin, I (hall be happy to attend yqm 
one lodging, Colonel, will ferve you and I, 
then too I Ihall have an opportunity of grati- 
fying my fon's curiofity, who h|s never yet 
vifited that metropolis j I am fure Harry's 
inelinattofts will never be exprefled in contra- 
diction to thofe of his father. 

Our Colonel fmiled, this being the firft 
time Mr. Harvey's name had been mentioned 
before the ladies, who looked on each other 
with an air of furprife, and Mrs. Edwin be- 
ing no longer able to contain her emotions, 
cried out in a voice of eager hefitation. Good 
God ! Dr. Harvey, what do I hear ? — You 
fpeak of a fon — ^you call him Harry^you 
fay you are a father — I thought — ^I thought— 

As I myfclf did, my dear madam, inter- 
rupted the Do£tor — we both thought that 
he was dead— • 

G 6 And 
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And IS it true — ^can it be poffiblc— is it in 
nature he ftiould ftill be living ?— 

Nothing can be more true than that my 
fon, through the infinite mercies of God, my 
worthily beloved fon is reftored to the arms 
of his father — ^he waits only your pcrmiflion> 
madam, to pay. his refpefts to yourfelf and 
R^ifs Fairfax* 

I cannot, I wiih not, to difbelicve you Sir, 
yet a miracle ^one could have produced this 
^nexpedted evenL Where has he been? 
What occafioned a filence of fo many> many 
years I 

The Doftor, who held a lie in abfolutc 
abhorrence, could not avoid feeing the ne- 
cefiity of an evafion, and replied, that he wal 
not at liberty to give the particulars of hi& 
Ibn's unfortunate (lory, but that he fhould noc 
fcruple to inform her a very fingular and un^ 
happy accident,, in which he iufFered the I0& 
of a ]iand, had driven him a voluntary exile 

fiom. 
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from his friends and country, and by a ftrangc 
fetality of 'various circumftances, he might 
poffibly never have returned, if he had not 
met him unexpedtedly abroad a thoufand 
times more deferving, and confequendy more 
dear to him than ever. 

Notwithftanding the infatiable curiofity of 
women^ Ihe feemed entirely fatisfied with the 
Dodtor's relation, but turning to Colonel 
Fairfax, I cannot forgive you, faid fhe, for 
concealing this interefting difcovery from us 
fo long? why not have truHed us with the 
fecret laft night. 

Becauie I would not rob my good friend of 
a pleafure to which he has a fuperior title* 

Well, well, anfwercd Ihe, you have an 
excellent method of bringing yourfelf off — 
but deaf Doftor Harvey^ did you not pro- 
mife us the company of your fon ? It is eigh- 
teen years fince we laft parted — we are very 
old friends^— I fhall be happy at feeing him 

- again -^ 
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^sun^permit me to difpatch a fcrrant thk 
moment to BroomhalL 



" That trouble is unneceffary, Madwu. 5 I 
•will produce him in kfs time ; laying which 
he left the room, but returned the fame in^ 
ftant not unattended." 

To give his' fon an agreeable fiirpriS?, to 
try alfo if time had effaced from his memory 
the features of hb old acquaintance, he had 
not told him any . thing more of the I^y 
th^n her name, her merits, and her for- 
tune, fo that he was . quite unprepared fqr 
the warm and friendly joy with which Mrs. 
Edwin advanced to receive him.. He gazed 
on her face for a moment, then looking ajt 
his father, at her, and at Colonel Fairfax, by 
turns, "Am I not miftaken ?" cried he ; 
^^ Can it be Mariana, my dear, my ever dear 
Mifs Edmonds!" 

«• Indeed," replied fhe, " I am the fame 
Maiiana who parted 6om you eighteen 

years 



years ago with regret, meets you now with 
more fatisfaftion than fhe can well cxprefe.** 

" Heavenly Goodnefs !" faid he, embracing 
her with the aJ[Fe<aion of a brother, "O 
what ideas do the fight of you recal to my 
memory ! Happy, hjippy moments th^t we 
fpent together !" 

Mrs. .Edwin looked affent. Her eyes 
Iparkled with pleafure; butcafting them ac- 
cidentaJly on his vacant arm,, they gliftcned 
with tlie tender tear of compaffion. To hide 
afenfation, the caufe of which (he knew, if 
difcovercd, would give him pain, fhe haftily 
turned to Emily, faying, with a fmile, — 
•* Come, Mifs Fairfax, let itie introduce you. 
to the companion of my youth/* 

He feluted his friend's fiftcr with great 
politenefs ; but his looks, his thoughts, his 
whole attention, was fo rivetted on another 
objc(9:,'that we may venture to affirm, at the 
inftant when his lips touched the rofy cheek 

of 
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of beauty> it would Jiave been difficult for 
him to tell whether Emily moft refembled a 
Medulk or a Venus. 

Our reader may be apt to form a too 
hafly conclufion from this interview. If he 
does, and afterwards finds himfelf difappoint- 
ed, the fault is all his own. Love has never 
been mentioned by us. We meant only to 
dedicate this ftiort fcene to friendihip. 

Mrs. -Edwin kept her vifitors to dinner. 
The day was fpent in perfe6t harmony and 
good humour. Every bqdy was pleafed with 
themfelves and with each other ; even Mr. 
Harvey (to die infinite joy of his father) 
feemed to have forgot his paflr misfortunes, 
and to feel the full extent of his. prefent hap- 
pinefs* A certain melancholy, which, not- 
withflianding his utmoft endeavours to fup- 
prefs, in the preftnce of Doftor Harvey and 
Colonel Fairfax, had hitherto obfcured, in a 
great degree^ his fhining qualifications ; di- 
vcfted of diat, die polite gentleman, the 

elegant 
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elegant fcholar, the entertaining companion, 
broke out in full luftre. His perfon too 
received equal advantages from the fame 
/burce. The powei-ful workings of bis mind 
had always the moft vifible efFedt on a coun- 
tenance remarkably expreffive. When he 
confidered himfclf in the charafter of a Par- 
ricide, the furies fecmed to have lighted up 
their torches at his eyes, and the moft horri- 
ble defpair was ftamped on every feature.^ 
Providence fnatched him from perdition. 
His tears had blotted out his many crimes, 
and in the bofom of a father he already ex- 
perienced that divine hope of peace and par- 
don, which is mercifully promifed as the 
reward of penitence. It was this heavenly 
ray that ihone upon his benighted niind, and 
drove from thence the terrific phantom of 
defpondency ; the furies fled from his eyes, 
defpair evacuated his features, and left them 
glowing with the benign warmth of its con- 
queror. 

The 
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The evening was far advanced before their 
^afed Mid hqfpitabk eiitertaiaer^*voulcl* by 
any meajis, content that the Doctor and Mr. 
Harvey fhould feparate themklves froai the 
company, and then ordered her chariot to 
convey them home, the latter, as flie could 
cafily perceive, being very weak, very ema- 
ciated, and apparently fufFering from a too 
great exertion of ipirits in his fhare of that 
day's converfttion. She infifted coi their re- 
V^m the foUowiftg morning, ^nd every ^het 
wbil^ ihe cantiwed in t)^ cjcnintry. Alteftd-* 
ing them to tj^e next room, ib^ If^H out har 
bsuHi to th^ poor invalid, %ing, i^ ^ vw^ 
q( the Oiqil foQdiir>g tendernelii ^ Rfmem-^ 
ber my coaimaQd^ : I fee yo^^ to-morFow i 
kx Qgd'n IjJiCj Iftkc c^e Qf yQW lieftldi-'^ 

He pre/&4 th^ hand. {\^ h^d giv^H him 
to his tips, and w^g going t<> fpeak i but fh^ 
haltily drew it *way, though no; with any 
token of difpleafure, and, by a cordial look^ 
wilhing him a good night, fhe haftened back 
to her company. 

Before 
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Before * they parted It was unanimoufl7 
agreed, that the Ladies Ihould go in a few 
days to take leave of Mrs. Dormer^ previous 
to their London journey ; and the Colonel, 
who, on mature deliberation, thinking the 
finalleft delay might be of dangerous cqnfe- 
quence in the prefent mode of his affairs, faid 
that he would attend them thither, and from 
thence fet out immediately for town, to pavd 
a way for his filler's reception from Lady 
Dorothy. No objeftion coiold be ftarted to 
fe juft a propofel> an4 feparating ia the 
he^ht of good kuniour, they retired to 
their dHferent apaj*tment3 iuU c^ a thoufand 



CHAP. 



140 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 



C H A P. XII. 

EARLY the next morning Mrs. Edwin, 
who had been long releafed from the 
bonds of fleep, left her bed, and, being foon 
dreffed, went down into the garden, tempted 
by the fineft morning Ihe ever remembered 
to have feen in the autumnal feafon. 

Her only companion was a fmall fpanicl,who, 
whilft his miftrefs wandered on, wrapped in 
profound contemplation, leaped joyfully before 
her, now fnapping at a fly, now purfuing a 
bird, ^d now barking at the fweet founds, 
.with which the feathered chorifters feemed 
to ridicule his fruitlefs efforts. Reftraint did 

not 
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not fit at all eafy on this aftive animal : He 
grew tiled of his confines, and Ipying a 
crow on the oppofite fide, in a beautiful 
meadow, divided only from the garden by a 
haha, he fprung acrofs with amazing agility, 
and running in queft of his prey, was out of 
fight in a moment, Mrs. Edwin, alarmed 
for the fafety of her favourite, opened a door 
which led. to' the field, and calling him re- 
peatedly to no purpofe, waited his return 
with fome degree of impatience. In vain 
did fhe call, in vain waited ! AVhat in this 
fituation was to be done ? She beftowed on 
him the appellation of ungrateful wretch: many 
a fine Lady beftows the fame on her lover, 
and then afts juft as Mrs. Edwin did, who, 
-finding her faithlefs companion inclined to 
defertion, flew after him, refolved no en- 
deavours fliould be wanting to bring the 
wanderer back to his allegiance. 

Long and arduous was the tafk. She fol-. 
lowed round and round the firft field, from 
that to a fccond, from the fecond to a third, 

juft 
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juft as the mifchievoas crow, who governed 
all the a6lions of the little giddy favourite 
direded. 

At lef^th, ijiiitc i^cDt, and akwoft breath^ 
lefs, fhe fet down to recover herfeif on 4 
feat, which ftrrrounded a Jarge Ipre^if^oak. 
Her eyes ftill* purfued the objed of her per* 
egrinations, and feeiiig the crow, who^ 
doubtlef^ began to be of opinion, that too 
much of one thing is good for nothing, 
join a large fli^t of his black brethren 
high in air, ftie flattered hcrfelf with hopes 
that her dc^ would now return, but was fo 
weak with running, as not to be able to cxeit 
her voice fo as to be heard at a diftance ; 
for which reafon fhe fat ftill, expefting every 
moment he would oonne towards her ; but 
her difficulties did not end here-— there was 
another difappointmcnt—flie was ftill doonned 
to experience, and that too attended with cir- 
cumftanccs which occafioncd her fome con- 
ftemation. 4 

She 
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She faw a man ^mer the meadow 5 flic 
faw the voktik companion of hef walk make 
towards him with as much eagernefs as he 
had before fliewn in the puriuit of his fea- 
thered antagonifti ihc faw the ftrangertake 
htm in his arms, andfhe could alfo diAinguilh 
that he bellowed on it a thoufand careflcs. • 

She was not qtrite fo great a coward as 
many, of her fex, yet, to go up and accoft a 
man whom, perfiaps, fhe had never feen 
before, and to demand her dog, required more 
refolution than ftie found herfelf dilpofed to 
exhibit 5 yet, to leave the poor Fidel behind, 
and poffibly never fee it. again, was a moft 
grievous confideration. Vv hilft ftie Hood un- 
refolved what to do, the pcrfon made quick 
advances towards her with die fpaniel in his 
arms, and, being come near enough for each 
of thesm to hear and fee diftinftiy, flie cried 
out, *^ Good God ! Mr. liarvey, is it you f*^ 
Her face at the fame time vermilioned over 
with furprife. 

Pardoi! 
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Pardon me. Madam, if I intrude on 
your retirement ; the finenefs of the morning 
which, I fuppofe, called you out, alio brought 
,me hither. 

I meant only to have enjoyed it in my 
garden i but you, vile brute, firft corredting, 
then kiffing, her dog, it is you, giddy wretch, 
that have dragged me from my home. 

Don't chide it, my dear Mrs. Edwin, at 
leaft to my thanks it is intitled for procuring 
me a happinefs which, without its aid, I find 
I might have languifhed for in vain. 

Take my pardon, then, ungrateful as you 
are. There, there, fetting it down, get you 
gone, but never ferve me fuch a trick again. 

Away fkipped Fidel, not a jot the wifcr, or 
more ftcady,. for his fair miftrefs's admoni- 
tions. 

Mr. 
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Mn Harvcy> havmg feated himfclf by her 
fide^ neither of them feemed to perceive 
how high the fun was advanced, or ihewedt 
any inclination to return home. 

Mrs. Edwin looked at Harvey with an air 
of tender concern; his countenance was 
pakr> and much altered fince they laft parted* 

He faw the compaffionate emotions of her 

keart, 

I guefs your thoughts, moft amiable of 
women. You have goodnefs enough to in- 
tereft yourfelf for the health of an unhappy 
man, who has not words or power to ac-* 
knowledge his fenfc of the honour he re* 
ceives. 

I am lure you arc. very ill. You lay to« 
you are unhappy. Good God ! and tcar^ 
trembled in her eyes. 

VOL. I. H 'Mf 
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My un&appihds. I have induftrbtifly earn^ 
ed. My fickneis is the merci&i oorre<3ion 
of tbe. Alnii^2iy«. I kii^ the lod with th^ik^ 
fiilnefs. I Avonder not that you obferve an 
alteration in me this morning. A fleeplefs 
ilightj amght ortsorment and detain, muft 
jnake. a. rifibk change in fucha poor fliat- 
tered firaaie as urine. 

> Sbfi turned away her head^ and drew out 
her handkerchief. , He caught her other 
hand, and preffed it to his bofom. 

• Fdrgive this liberty : I mean not to^efume 
Qn youi ' generous goodnefs; but was you not 
.once theM^ of my heart ? That heart was 
tiien pure and unpolluted as your own^ My 
dear, my gende, my adored Mariana, Aen 
avowed for me a fitter's love. Bleffed, but 
;Cniel reflexion— you have not— I fee you 
have not, blotted out die imprcffions of early 
friendihip, 

V Never, 
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Never, never, Mr. Harvey, wffl they be 
craled from my memory ! Thefc words were 
accompanied with a look which made them 
fcrk€Cty ex|)rdBve. 

Our friend&ip, indeed, continued ihe» 
commenced at a very early period. I had 
not quite counted fifteen, when, as we vaiAly 
imagined, we parted only for a few yews. 
Abfi ! how has that few been lengthened 1 
To what an age of feparation. Indeed, in- 
deed, Mr. Harvey, I thought you dead, or 
'— — . She hefitated i her enraptured friend, 
(for we dare not call him by a tenderer 
name) gazed on her downcaft face with emo- 
tions of joy, affe£bion, admiration^ and gra- 
titude. 

Oh, Mariana! why do you with-hold 
the (weet confeflion ? Speak, moft adored 
of women:! or (hall I whilper to my grateful 
heart that it was a fuppqfition of my death 
which made room, for a more worthy man 
in ypur afFcdtions; that had you believed 
Ha your 



I4S DELBOROUCH FAMILV. 

your Henry ftill living, you would not have 
forgotten him. 

Think of what will moft contribute to 
your own happinefe j but do not think I have 
ever for a moment ceafed to remember my 
companion, my friend, my brother. O Mr. 
Harvey, thefe were happy, happy days, when 
Harry and Mariana were the highefl: tides 
of diftindtion we could receive from each 

other. 

Great God! this is too much: I cannot 
ftipport my conflifts. Why, why did I urge 
her to this confefiion. He leaned his back 
againil the tree, and remained filent. 

Ah ! excldnied Ihe, what is it I hear! 
Have I deferved this of you ? Of you, Mr. 
Harvey, have I deferved it ? To wrcft the 
fecret from my foul, and then dcfpife me for 
my indifcretion ! Is this kind ? Is this gene- 
rous ? The tears fell in ihowers from her 

eyesi 
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eyes J ftie covered her face with her hand- 
kerchief. 



Roufed by her diftrefs, he ftarted, he flew 
towards her, he folded her in his arms, he 
fell at her feet i the diftraftion of his foul 
was exquifitc* 

Defpifc you, Mariana! I defpife youl 
Witnefs, awful Creator of the world, that I 
love you, even to madnefs ! But I hate, I 
dclpife, I abhor niyfelf. I fee before me a 
paradife of domeftic felicity, yet my own 
accurfed crimes cloies up the entrance. I 
was not prepared for this interview. Meet- 
ing accidentally all my foul holds dear, I 
forgot myfelfi and not remembering the bars 
never to be removed which I have placed 
between us,. I drew from you the confeflion, 
on which I thought at that moment my whole 
blifs , depended — your looks, your words,^ 
your tears confirmed my imaginary happi- 
ncfs, but alas, the next inftant opened my 
eyes to real mifery — yes, Mariana, to know 
H J that 
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thac i am dear to t^e onl^ woman on eartfi 
who has ever governed my honorable affec^ 
tions, ftrange as it may appear to innocence 
like yours, has madle me completely wretched. 

Mn Harvey! how ahnjiing arc your 
words, how terrible the exprcffion of yam 
countenance, on my knees (and Ihe funk by 
Im fide) let me infreat that you will rcpofe 
your &rrowa in tbe faithfiid bofbm of fiieodr^ 
ftip- 

You will hate me^ and that I canflot 

ftpport. 

Never^ never fhall | hate dje deareft obh 
jeft of my-^ Dear Henry, defpifc me nc*, 
were I inclined to conceal my fentimentSy 
it ]s now too hte^^l da aoc repent^ I rejoice 
that you are acquainted with the inmoft re^ 
cefies of my fouli why have you qonceal^ 
ments from me> why keep me m the agonies 
offufpcnce. 

Already 
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Already he had raifed her from the ground 
And was now obliged to lupport her, flic 
feemed fainting under the weight of her owh 
oppreflive apprehenfions. 

Croel kindhefs — dear but fatal certainty . 
(d*en paufifig) you fhall be obeyed madatn*— 
t-eU Cokxvel Fairfax, the preferver of a guilty 
unfoitunate man, and next to yourfeLf thfc 
tiearelt> the moft beloved of friends; tell 
Ittin chat he has not only my perrtiifllon, but 
intreatics to lay my crimes open before you, 
he is acquainted with every part of my 
nuferable life, fince I parted from-— He 
ftc^ped, unable to proceed farther, his burft- 
ing heart was relieved by the kindly drops 
of fbrrorw and contrition. 

A fcene^ of filent diftrefs enfued, from 
which they were roufcd by obferving the 
Cokmel and Emely at a diftance -, Mr. Har- 
. vey ftarted from his fcat-^Farewell k)Vely, 
iK)blc minded Mariana*— forget not Henry, 
think of him with compafTion—Jionor hifn. 
H 4 ¥^ith 
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with your friendlhip, but forbear to fully 
the purity of thy own heart, by wifhing a 
union with vice, prophanity and pollution. 

She could not prevent his departure, he 
fled from her with the rapid motion of de- 
Ipair i (he had hardly time to dry her eyes and 
draw the bonnet over her fece, in order to 
hide the traces of thofe tears which had left 
a vifible imprefiion on her check, before the 
Colonel and Mifs Fairfax came up, arm in 
arm. 

For hcaven*s fake, my dear Mrs. Edwin, 
cried Emely, where have you been wander- 
ing this whole morning — do you know it is 
twelve o'clock, my brother and I have been 
ftarving two hours in the midft of plenty. 

To tell you the truth, madam, added the 

Colonel, I fliould have been tempted to 

bcficge the hot rolls, had not Euiely declared 

herfelf in your favor, and planted a watch 

near the citadel. 

Mj-St 
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Mrs. Edwin afFcfted to fpeak in her ufual 
tone of voice, told them the affair of her 
little (paniel, afked their pardon for having 
made them wait fo long for their breakfaft, 
and takirg hold of Emely's arm^ for indeed 
flie ftood in need of fupport,. reached the 
houfe without their fufpeding in the leaft 
that any thing had happened to difcompofe 
her; the melancholy' flie could. not entirely 
conceal, they were eafily led to believe pro- 
ceeded from a pain in her head, the efFcft 
as flie faid of a too violent.excrcife in pur- 
fuitofFideL 

Before fhe would fit down at the tea- 
table fhe retired to her chamber, bathed her 
fece in cold water,, patted her eyes with a 
handkerchief^ and^ ufed ev^ry other precau-^ 
tion fhe could think of to avoid fufpicion.— -^ 
She was not afhamed of the fentiments fhe. 
had avowed, or even wifhed to conceal them, 
from the world,. much lefs from her affec- 
tionate friends i all her intentions were ta 
hide her emotion, if that was poffible, tilL 
H 5/ fhe 
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flie had learned from Colonel Fairfax the 
real fituation of Mr. Harvey .-^In her hcwt 
<he had figned his pardon, without even 
knowing the naaire of his crimes, ikould &c 
find herfelf obliged to retraft the one, on 
being made acquainted widi the other, in 
fuch a cafe flie would have rivalled him in 
mifcfy, but prudendy determined to confine 
its ftruggles within the limits of her own 
bofora. 

The idea of his being ib very guilty lafted 
but a moment — Had not his father called him 
his worthily beloved fon — did not Colonel 
Fairfax ftile him his adopted brother-r-could 
a man 'eminent for piety and juftice receive 
to his arms a wretch whofe aftions were the 
re verfe of his own— could he call him fon» 
his wordiily beloved fon, yet know him flill 
perfifting in the roid of vice and diflbonor*— 
could a man of principle, of underftanding^ 
of bravery, free by the laws of nature, have 
ftiled a villain brother— could a villain Have- 
afted widi that amiable difintereftednefs, that 
5 " charming; 
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charming fenfibiHcy, that glorioiis felf-con^ 
viftion, which (he juft whhcfled in her be-- 
loved Henry ? No. Whatever his &alts> his 
errors^ may have been, flie waj convinced 
Henry was at this time intitled to the warmth 
of that affeftion, which for twenty years had. 
lain fmotl^red in her heart> but which ab* 
fence^ nor even death itfelf^ was able to 
cxcinguifh* 

Let detraction hold afidc her fcorpion 
kead> let not her invenonied breath glance 
on the fidr fame of Mrs. Edwin — let the 
poifoned arrows of envy mils her unfpotted 
innocence, let them recoil upon the malig- 
nant archer back widi redoubled venom*—- 
virtuous and enlarged minds will adore her 
generous candour, her conftant paffion,. her 
noble unreferve> h?r difmterefted intentions* 
» ■ •* ' 

Had the obj^fik of her love been furrounded 

wirii health, with chearfalnefs, with prof- 

petity, fhe would not have tranfgreffed the 

comnion forovs of her fex, fhe would not 

H d have 
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iiave met his advances, fhe would not htvc 
cohfelTed the fentiments of her heart without 
firlt making that facrifice to female delicacy, 
which in many cafes cannot he difpenfed 
with. 

Her fituation. was peculiar, a mza on 
whom her early afFeftions had been fettled, 
whom Ihe believed dead, whom fhe had 
lamented with rivers of tears s by a fudden 
tranfition, appears before her, tender, gene- 
rous and unaffuming, not in the bloom of 
• health, not in the vigour of chearfidnefs, byt 
pale, emaciated^ maimed, de^refled and 
blighted by misfortunes-— had Ihe to combat 
no other paffion than love, we fhould not 
have fo foon come to her final deterrnina- 
tion, but who can withftand the united attacks 
of love, friendfbip and compaffion, the latter 
moved by a fudden irrefiftible impulfe, it 
found a ready way to the breaft of Mrs. 
Edwin, threw down the barriers, of relervc-> 
and difclofed the H^ts of her heart— If 
any of our readers ihould have thoi^ht aa 

apology 
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apology neccffary, wc, flatter ourfelvcs the 
above will be deemed not inlufEcientj but 
on the contrary^ place her aftions in that 
point of view, as hot only to admit them 
defenfiblej but even great and laudable^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- XIIL 



EFORE Mrs. Edwin had fetded her 
P plan of operations, how to get Mr. Har- 
vey'& fecret Yrom Colonel Fairfax without 
betraying her own^ a meffage from Dr- 
Harvey was delivered as they were ftill fitting 
at the table, having juft finifhed their brrak- 
faft, this meflfagc was to defire the Colonel's, 
immediate attendance, his fon being that 
morning feized with a very fudden and alarm* 
ing illnefs. 

Colonel Fairfax ftaid to hear no more, he 
eagerly fnatched up his hat and flew towards, 
the door- 

The 
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The voice of his fiftcr haftily calling him 
hack made him turn his head> he fai^ Mrs. 
Edwin's fiicc pale as death, reclining on the 
hdbm of Emely, her eyes modonlefs, no 
vifible fign of life in her whole appearance-^ 
he ran to her affiftancc, a bottle of hartlhorn 
happened ludcily to be on the table> brought 
thither to relieve the head ach Ihe had lately 
complained of. Whilft Mils Fairfax chaffed 
the temples of her benefa<5lrefs with the moft 
lively figns of affeftionate concern, flie could 
not a\^id faying Good Heavens ! what could 
occafion this. 

Hufh my dear Emely, replied the Colo- 
nel in a whilper, I have my furmifes, poor 
Harvey, I fear, but I will not reveal a fulpi- 
cion which it is too probable would give 
pain to the beft of women. 

•He thought her incapable of hearing' 
what he faid, or would have been filent oa 
tiie fubjeft of his doubts, but her faintncfs. 
was of that nature^ which, thou^ rendering. 

her 
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her femingly infenfible>. had not taken from) 
her the power of obfervarioft, ihe felt their 
tender endeavours to bring her back to life,, 
nor were the Colonel's words, loft upon her 
ear. 

She lifted her head from the beautiful and 
gende bofom of Emely, the blood in a 
fudden tide rufhcd back to her forfaken- 
cheeks.. 

O Sir, (he cried with emoriiori, you have* 
difcovered then the fituation of my heart— - 
I defire to lay it open to your view— to the 
view of my beloved girl, but firft tell. me,, 
catching his hand with an air of eager for- 
row,,as you wifh me to avoid mifery, as you^ 
wifh me to preferve that honour unfullied,. 
which makes me defervirig of youi: fitter's: 
friendfliip; tell me fincerely, for you alone 
can. inform ipe, does Mr;- Harvey merit* a 
preference which I have many, many years 
fett in his favor— nay, do not hefitate — he 
has taught me to cxpeft a tale, of horror — ta 

you 
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you he has referred me— conceal nothing I 
fervently intreat you. 

Colonel Fairfax looked aftoniihment^ ex- 
alted man, faid he, you would then rather 
rifle fo great a lofs as the efteem of this molt 
amiable woman, than . impoie on her credu- 
lity. You aik me madam, continued hcj 
if Henry deferves your generous preference^— 
I muft, my regard for you obliges me to 
befinccre, yet I know from the goodnefs 
of that heart, in which my friend has choie 
to repoie his confidence, my fincerity will 
be of no differvice to'his caufe— perhaps there 
has been fome anions of his life, which, alone 
conlidered, would not only make him un- 
worthy of your good opinion in particular, 
but alfo of that general benevolence which 
all human beings owe as an indiipenfable 
duty to each other. — But if the impetuous 
paifions of youth can receive any atonement 
from unremitting penitence, I venture to 
pronounce my dear Haryey worthy of your 

tcndereft afFeftions. 

Mrs. 



Mrs. Edwitfa ccmatemnce ware m aif 
of gladnefs,.flie befoughtfcim cahide nothing 
• from her that concerned his friend. 

He was going to compiy, bw recolle<5lkig 
the prefling ha&e implied in the Do&or'i 
meflage, and aUb xIk pardence of M^ Fair-^ 
hsLy bseged to be ekcofed till he had vifitcd 
eke fick mafl ^ even thcn^ ntadaiin, continued 
btjthe paTticiilar& yoQ are dcfirous of hear- 
ing/ muft brrcfcrvted for your privaor tar; 
pasdon yoiir hiother> my dsar Emely, by 
Mr. Hanney's ddirc I give tip Ms Stem to 
Mrs. Edwifi^ I cannot think of diydgiDg it 
onautbonzedj eyed to nay G&sr^ 

Sht fweetfy imikd afibit, and he kfi: her 
cohfdUi^her moft valu^ie benefa&re&s, wit& 
all the pcrfuafive eloquence oi artle& friend^ 
ibipt 

WJiilfk die Colonel is purfiiing his xvay to 
BroDOihall, we fhall b^ leave to ttconduft 
our readers imagination back to the pardng 
fcene between Mrs. Edwin and Mr, Harvey. 



Perh^s the damps of d>c ground on 
which he had thrown himfclf at the feet of^ 
his miftrcfs, had a fudden efFeit on his im- 
paired conftitution ; perhaps the tumultuous 
agonies of hopclefs love affe^ed him more, 
or wheditcr both a£ting together had an 
equal ihare in reducing him to the bed of 
ficknels^ we have not ikiU enough tx> deter* 
mine ; diere£>re can only fay, chftt returning 
home greatly indiipbfed, he was immediately 
conveyed to his chamber, and a meflenger 
dilpatched for an eminent phyfician in the 
neighbourhood. 

The (ucceffive (hivers with which he was 
fcized, and other alarming fymptoms of a 
violent fever, finding no oppofitron to en- 
counter from natural ftrength and vigour, 
made (o rapid a progrefc throu^ his whole 
frame, diat, before the arrival of Dr. Man- 
mng, reafon was driven from her throne, 
and he was pronounced by^ that gentleman' 
to be in the utmoft danger. 

What 
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What language can Ipcak the hcant-rend- 
iflg pang this fentence gave to the bofom 
of parental fondnefs, yet Dr. Harvey had 
called for it, he had infifted on knowing the 
worft, elfe humanity would have held back 
the blow — ^it was given, it could not be re- 
called> but by the interpofition of heaven ; 
it came ib fudden he was little prepared for 
its reception, yet his piety, refignation and 
wildom ferved to calm the tranlports of 
defpair* 

Silent afflidion bears a fironger refemblancc 
to real mifery than does the moft frantic ex- 
preffi®nsof ungoverned grief, one may afFc6t 
the heart for a moment, the other meks it 
to the inlpreffion of lafting forrow, 

DK Manning had jiift left the houfe witk 
a promife to return at four in the lafternoon^* 
when Colonel Fairfax arrived, and was by 
his own defxre immediately conducted ta 
the fick man's apartment 

m 
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His voice was dinftinguifliabic at the 
diftancc of feveral rooms, raving with all 
the vehemence of diftra6>ion— the Colonel 
walked on> the feelings of his foul may be 
better imagined than delcribed— he opened 
the door, his heart palpitated at the fcene of 
diftrefe he every moment expefted to wit- 
ncfs— he was not difappointed in his melan- 
choly expeftations— he beheld the wretched 
father devoutly kneelmg by the fide of 
Henry's bed, his eyes and hands lifted to that 
Almighty Power from whofe tender mercicg 
alone he could expeft confolation. 

Hearing a fijotftep, he turned his venerable 
face, without quitting the pofture of afflidted 
humiUty, he looked at his friend, he groaned, 
he pointed to the bed, he fpoke not, he 
wept not, his dumb anguifh would not ad« 

init the fmalleft alleviation. 

« 

Colonel Fairfax was obliged to retire to 

the window, the "father's fituation would have 

been iufficienc to have overthrown all his 

refolution, 
6 
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refolution/ but the fhrieks, the incoherent 
exclamations, delivered in a voice of rnad- 
nefs from the ibn were infupportable — he 
ftirv«yed the one, then the other, as hardly 
knowing which wasinoft intitledto his com- 
panion, at length he fiew to the former, and 
taking his hand> eiKkavoured to raiie him 
from his knees. 

What can I fay, my dear fir, to give you 
comfort, would to God the pow? r of coa- 
iblation was in my reach, wiih what joy 
would I impart the bkffijig,. Our dear 
Henry may yet recover. 

He ma,y chikl, replied the old man, nfing 
widi ieeming compofure, nothing isr im- 
poffible to God, and Oh! he may-~here he 
itopt, tears fw the firft time ilarted, but his 
eyes gave them up like a mifer iparing; of 
their bounty. 

Father! father! father! pronounced from 
the bed with a ihrill and eagsr voice, ftopt 

the 



^ friendly ^pcaraace, and drove away 
every trace of ci>ixi(pQ(\Jttt , feona his couBiae-, 
nance •--'he threw hack the curtains and 
felling by the fide of his ion, my child> my 
only child^ exclaimed he, behold thy fcther 5, 
biit O my darling, my bleffed fon, thou 
kiipwefthimnot. Great God! lighten my bur* 
den, or give me ftreogth to fupport it^ I lift 
up my heart unto thee, turn not away in 
difpleafure— thou gaveft me this child in thy 
tender love, thou refcoi^ him to me in 
thine infinite mercies^ Lord ! Lord ! if it be 
thy gracious plcafure, once more make m!e 
ajayfd parent, but O my GodT if thou fcefl: 
fit for. thy glory and his eternal we^fere to 
fiiatdi him from my arms, thy will he done; 
Q that his penitence may have Ibaled the 
pardon for bis crio&es, and. may his precioua 
foul rejoice in thy pefence everlafting ! ! ! 

His friend did not attempt ta comfort 
him by wordsj he fynnpaduzed in filenc 
melancholy. 

Poor 
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Poor Hebry grew warfc and worfc, hh 
groans, his {cresuns, were terrible to nature^ 
his father could not longer fupport them. 
Colonel Fairfax dragged him from the 
chamber. 

Removed from the found of his cries the 
terrors of fufpenfe became intolerable, they 
went back to his apartment. 

Dr. Manning returned at the hour ap- 
pointed, he had been eagerly expefted, his 
arrival feemed to eomipunicate a gleam of 
hope to the diftrafted bofom of parenul 
an^ety; but alas! one look from Dr. Man* 
ning, after examining his patient, deftroyed 
in its birth the languine flatterer, this look 
conveyed a dreadful certainty, humanity 
gliftnedinhis eye, and would have foftened 
die fatal fentence— he felt for the good old 
man, he was himfelf an old man— he was 
himfelf a father — ^he honored the venerable 
parent, and never found a nK)re diftrefling 
difficulty than to announce the wretchcdnds 

which 
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which awaited him. Words on this occa- 
fion were needlefs, filence, a compaflionatc 
filcnce, appeared more gentle, but equally 
expreffive, 

Dn Harvey felt its force j great and good 
God, he cried, thy Almighty will be done I— 
his arms were croiTed upon his breaft-^his 
grey head bended to the earth— he retired in 
the folemnity of woe. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

COLONEL Fairfax followed the dif- 
confolate father, but finding the door 
of his room locked, he went into another, 
from whence he, wrote a few lines to Emely, 
defiring fhe would not be uneafy at his ab- 
fence, as the fituadon of hia friend might 
probably require his attendance, perhaps for 
fonie days. He Ipoke of Mr. Harvey's 
danger and regreted the pain ihe muft un- 
avoidably feel on being obliged to difcovcr 
it to Mrs. -Edwin. 

When this note arrived the ladies were 
fitting together impatiendy cxpedling the 

. Colonel's 
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Coloners return, it was given into the hand 
of Emely,. who immediately cried out — from 
my brother- 
Mrs. Edwin grew "pale as death,. Ihe held 
out her hand, for God's fake give me the 
note J Ihe could fay no more, but eagerly 
breaking the feal and cafting her eyes on 
the contents, it is what I feared, it is what 
I expedted, exclaimed ftie, clafping her hands 
together — he will die then — and I — Oh! 
Emely — I am doomed to mifery. 

Mifs Fairfax was fo much affcded with 
her agitation, her gentle heart being full of 
fympathy, that falling on her neck, fhe cried 
out in a voice interrupted by genuine tears, 
forbid it heaven, if you are miferabie what 
will become of me i my beft, my kind, my 
deareft Mrs. Edwin think of your Emely, 
her felicity is fo clofely united with your own, 
diatthe wound which ftabs the. one muft 
inevitably deftroy the other, can I be 
happy and you wretched, you loved me 
I 2 once. 
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once, let not this ftranger rob me of your 
^fFeftions, the grief you beftow on him will 
kill your Emely, 

Beloved girl^ returned Mrs* Edwin, prcff- 
ing her to the warm heart of friendihip, 
deareft Emely, how you afflift me, never can 
I ceafe to love my amiable girl, I will for 
her fake try to compofe mjtfelf, yet time 
muft be allowed me — ^it is not for a ftranger 
that I have given pain to my kind Emely-— 
tears muft long, very long flow to the me- 
mory of my friend — my companion, my 
lover — the. friend, the companion, the lover 
of my carlieft infancy. 

She was filent,.nor could Mils Fairfax fpeak 
to oppofe the tender cfFufions of a generous 
and noble paflion. 

Though her heart had never experienced 
the power #f love, yet exaAly in the fame 
fituation, it would have been full as fufcepti- 
ble as Mrs% Edwin's, fhe therefore no longer 

tried 
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tried to conquer her grief by argument or 
entreaties, ihe only endeavoured to leflen^ 
it by participation. 

Stern melancholy and frantic deipair pol^ 
felt the inhabitants of Edwin-place and 
Broon^hail for three tedious days, during 
which time the poor invalid never clofed his 
fyes to fleep> or onc^e felt the comfortable 
return pf^reaibiu Dr. Manning and Colonel 
Fairfax never left his fide day or night -, hour 
after hp^ir rqlled away i(i a courfe of unavail- , 
ing c^r« and wf^tchfulneis. 

The unhappy father, worn out with fatigue 
aqd the moft dreadful apprehenfions^, was- at 
length prevailed On to repofe his grief- wora 
body on a couch, clofe by the bed of his 
expiring fon, from which the warmeft per- 
fuafions of friendlhip could not drag him,, 
even for a momenta 

The poor old man was juft fallen into a 

mopientary forgetfulncfs of the forrows by 

I 3. which. 
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which he was furrounded, when Dr. Man- 
ning perceived his patient's puHe to alter in 
fo fudden a manner from extreme rapidity 
to extreme languor, that he whilpered the 
Colonel, all would be foon over* — his voice ' 
too underwent an equal alteration, his ravings 
which had been the mott terrible to be ima- 
gined, fubfided into a kind of low murmur, 
his eyes were fixed, and in a few minutes ' 
feemed to have clofed themfelves for ever. 

It is* impoflible to defcribe the confter- 
natiop of Colonel Fairfax, but the attentive 
phyfician, ftepping to the table^ and taking 
from thence a fmall mirror, held it to- the 
mouth of his patient, and finding that he i 
ftili breathed, he again felt for his pulfe, but I 
they were not diftinguiftiable, however he 
beckoned to the Colonel, and they took their 
places as before. 

In about a minute, or rather lefs, the | 
Doftor, who ftill held the hand of Mr. Har- 
vey, felt the returning pulfe, he was alfo fen- 

fible 
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fible that a degree of comfortable moifture 
attended them, the Colonel examined every 
turn of his countenance, with as much exaft- 
nefs as if his own fate had been depending, 
he faw it fufFufed with benevolent pleafureand 
furprile, but he durft not betray his fenfations, 
the Dodlor having laid a finger on his Kps, in 
token of abfolutc filence, it continued \ip- 
wards of two hours before he would venture 
to inform him that he began to entertain fome 
hopes. What they imagined his final diflb- 
lution, proved a compofing uninterrupted 
fleep, he breathed already freer than he had 
done fincc his firft feifure^ he fell into a pro- 
fufe fweat, and the Doftor now declared, if 
he awakened refrelhed, and his head in the 
leaft fettled, he fhould have little doubt of 
his recovery. 

How did the Colonel rejoice at this afliN 
ranee, how longed to comqnunicate the joy- 
ful tidings to Dr. Harvey, to Mrs. Edwin^ 
to Emely, how delightful an office to be the 
meffenger of happinefs, yet he would not 
I 4 quit 
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quit his place, he would not fpeak, fcarc look 
or breathe, left his very breath might deftroy 
that repofe on which fo much depended. 

Anotlier two hours elapfed in profound 
filence; his tranlports increafed in proportion 
.as he faw the Doftor look more and more 
fatisfied. 

At length hearing the anxious fether figh 
deeply, and ftir as if juft awakened to a 
fenfe of his mifery, he got up, walked foftly 
ta the fide of his couch, knelt down, took 
his hand and whilpered clofe to his ear, that 
Mr. Harvey was fleeping, that Dr. Manning 
had hopes. 

His words were few, but they were the 
words of confolation, and the parent's foul 
was open to receive them. 

Venerable old man, how lovely on thy 
furrowed countenance fat gratitude enthroned, 
how fervent, how pure thy adorations, angels 

might 
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might have beheld tliy cjevout eyes,, raifed; 
to the Omnipotent, nor hluflaed to copy a 
mortal in their oraifons.. 

It was half an hour paft nine in the even- 
ing, when Mr. Harvey fell into that happy 
fleep, which fcrved as a foundation for build- 
irig the moft favourable expcftarions, and 
it was likewife near one the next day before 
he awakened, in which time his fever was 
much abated and his phrenzy quite gone, yet 
was he fo extremely weak and low that though 
he knew his father and his friend, he fcould. 
only hold out his hand to them, but was un- 
able to utter a fyllable^ 

The certainty of his being reftored tcr-his 
lenfes, together with the re viving cordiaF of 
hope, which the truly benevolent phyfician 
now adminiftred in no fparing proportion,, 
let in fuch a tide of joy upon the heart of his 
affeftionate father, as overwhelmed every 
idea but thofc of peace and comfort. 

I 5 Hi5 
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His love and gratitude to Colonel Fair- 
fax, his thankfulnefs to Dr. Manning, knew 
no bounds. 

The former took this happy opportunity 
of making Mrs. Edwin and his fifter par- 
takers of the general joy, it was a delign 
worthy of himfelf, he haftened to perform 
it and found them together. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV, 

HI S countenance conveyed to them the 
firft tidbgs of hope, poor Mrs* Edwin 
ftood greatly in need of the welcome ap- 
pearance, her Ipirits had been funk to the 
lowed ebb by the unfavorable meffagcs ihc 
hourly received in her courfc of repeated 
enquiries, during the laft three days; Ihe felt 
them revive at feeir^ the Coloners face 
dreffcd in fmiles of fatis&dlion, and received 
an account of the bleiScd alteration,^ for which 
flie had inccflantly prayed with extacies of 
pleafure. Emely's delight was little inferior, 
infhortthey all three congratulated them- 
felves and one another, in fuch tranfports of 
I 6 gladnefs, 
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gladnefs, as if in Mr. Harvey's danger, they 
had each been threatened with the lofs of a 
beloved brother. 

The London expedition was again revived, 
and talked of with its former avidity 3 Mrs. 
Edwin's friend had already prepared a fur- 
niftied houfe for the kdies, and it was now 
fettled that Emely fliould fet out the day 
following to take leave" of Mrs* Dormer, that 
heir brother fhould efcort her thither, and 
from thence purfue his journey to the me- 
tropolis, that Mrs* Edwin fhould join her 
young friend at Dormer-Lodge in four qt 
five days, and afterwards that they ihoujki 
together follow the Colonel with all pofiibk 
. dilpatch. 

The reaifon Mrs. Edwin gave for not 
going to her lifter's with Emely, was bufinefi 
of confequence, which required her prcfencc 
a few days longer in that part of the coun^ 
try, nor can we pretend to contradidt it-- 
liufinefs of the heart is certainly of the vt- 

moft 



moft confeqjucnce, and hers wpyld have been 
in dreadful confvifion had fl^e left the neigh- 
bourhood of Brgomhall before its well-love^ 
inhabitant was further advanced in regaining 
that health, on which Ihe had fevcrely felt 
her whole felicity depended. 

Colond Fairfax^ at the earneft intreaties 
of Emely, who faw that he wanted repofe, 
was prevailed upon to retire, but his eyes, 
fo long unuied to fleep, in vain courted 
the negledted ftranger, findii^ all attempts 
fruitlefs he left his bed, refolving to fee Mr. 
Harvey once more, and if he found Dr. 
Manning'^ opinion ftiU fcvorable, to purfue 
the fcheme they had planned for the next 
day > impatient tg realize the dreams of {plen- 
did happinefs, which his fanguine imagination 
had been lately carving out for Emcly. 

An interview with his aunt. Lady Dorothy, 
was what he moft ardendy longed for, he had 
nev^r feen her ladyfliip but once, and that 
once loi^ before tbe death of his father, hfi 

could 
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could not recolledl any particular marks of 
kindnefs Ihe then beftowed on him, however 
trufting a little to his own deferts, and a great 
deal to the beauty and merit of his fifter, 
he forcfaw the fpeedy accomplifhnnent of 
all his wifhes. 

With th^ charadler of Lady Dorothy he 
was well acquainted, and knew, if Emely 
fhduld be fuccefsful enough to gain any fhare 
in her aunt's affefkions, fhe muft be contented 
to divide them with many rivals. 

A worthy hufband and a beautiful infant, 
the only child (he ever bore, neither of 
whom at this time exifted, had, when living, 
fhared only a portion of her heart, the moft 
confiderable part was occupied by dogs,' 
monkeys, birds and iquirrels,. of thefe flic 
was extravagantly fond* 

Hers were all dogs, monkeys, birds and 
Iquirrels of fafhion, their educations were 
after the moft fafliionable model, they had 

different 



DELBOROUGtt FAMILY, 183 

different mafters to inftniA them how to 
countcradt and totally dcftroy the handywork 
of nature, how to twift and turn in all the 
various diftortions of art; her dogs muft 
ftand ereft, her monkeys exhibit in a minuet, 
her birds fing by note, and her Iquirrels 
having no capacity for thofe polite accom- 
plifhnments, were taught the more fimple 
qualification of bbedience, which for fo in- 
fenfible an animal was no fmall undertaking, 
but to their own credit and the glory of 
their matter be it Ipoken, they gained fo much 
by his inftruftions, that they would fit on 
their lady's toilet, neftle in her muff, or creep 
into her pocket with as much docility as a 
g®od foldier obeys the commands of his 
adjutant.— In Ihort, through this whole po* 
lite and happy family, nothing was negledbed 
but their morals J could any thing be more 
like people of falhion \ 

Befides this extraordinary fondnefs for the 

animal creation. Lady Dorothy had other 

paffions equally ridiculous, though their 

6 gratification 
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gratificatipn was fometiiines attend€d with 
lefs harmlefs cooiibquences. 

I»Iext to feeing her dear lijttle family ift 
perfeft h?altii ancj fpirits, her darling joy 
proceec^d from haying it l^id in al} c6fnpa-r 
nies^ that Lady Dqrpthy Petting Jia^l brought 
about a marriage between fuch an hcirefe 
apd fuch a Lord, oj fuch a J^y and die 
rich heir of a Sir William^ a Sir John* or a 
Sir JMichael. This paffion for matfh^^-msiking 
gave her infinite cpnfeqilence with the young 
of both fe^es, they flocked in crowds to her 
houfe, from the very fame motives for which 
her houfc w^ open to receive them. 

Miil:^^.good nature ^d a fooUfli vanity 
were her Ladyfhip's incentives lo fo ftrange 
a conduft, Ihe really was not ill tempered^ 
and thought it mightily priife worthy to 
aflfift Providence in brmging together thofe 
whom- her difcemment njade box ' fee, *or 
ima^ne that Ihe few, deftined for each otficr i 
often, very often, fhc totally miftookits pur- 

pofe. 
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pofc, fo that it fddom happened but her 
oiEcious fervices were rep^d with execrations 
of the hufhand, and reproaches of the wife, 
perhaps the only point they ever agreed on, 
was a moft violent hatred for the perfon by 
whofe means they had been umted, and in 
this fingle inftance their hearts were always 
in perfe6t unifon* 

To ^fiich a height did this prepoftcrous 
inclination carry Lady Dorothy, th^t when 
Captain Fairfax, her fayorite brother,, married 
Mift Darlington, ihe took fo heinoufly ill 
her net bqing confultcd in the affair, tiiat 
Ihe never would hear of a reconciliation, and 
fuffpred him to leave the world without 
abating her refqxtxncntronce, by accident, 
ihe met hijxi with his ion, whp was thcui . 
about nine years old, ihe would have mar- 
ried the child at a proper time into fome 
nolSle fiimily, as (he has (ince confeffed, but 
was then too angry to take the leail notice 
of him or of his father. 

The 
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The firlt impreflion fhe received in favor 
of her nephew and niece, proceeded from the 
advantageous reports every where fpread 
abroad of Colonel Fairfax's martial fpirit 
and gallantry ; neither did fame negleft^ when 
founding eulogiums to his valour, humanity 
and underftanding, to proclaim alio his per- 
fonal perfedions, which had no fmall weight 
with herladyfhip> and on hearing a particular 
friend who had fecn Emely in the country^ 
ipeak of her as the paragon of acconapliflied 
beauty ,- fhe took it into her ferious confi- 
deration, that under her patronage arid influ- 
ence, they might both find a future eftahlilh- 
ment to the honor of themfelves and fanrnly* 

On this foundation proceeded the invita- 
tion which Ihe immediately difpatched, and 
which the Colonel not embracing, incurred 
thereby her heavy difpleafure,^ however two 
letters fhe received from him whilft abroad^ 
though Ihc would not condefcend at that time 
to anfwer them, fo much foftened herangcr„ 
as to revive in fomc degree her former re- 

folutions^ 
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folutions, upon which her domeftics were 
ordered the moment (he heard of his return to 
England that he was to be admitted, if as 
flic thought it moft probable, he fliould 
ever make another attempt to vifit her; 
flie further commanded, though it fhould 
happen they had denied her to all other com- 
pany, her nephew notwithftanding was to be 
let up J Ihe even longed with impatience to 
, behold a man fo much the objeft of univer- 
fal admiration, yet proudly determined flie 
would never pOt it in his power to rejcft 
fuch another offer as flic once made, but 
that if ever flic reftored him to her favor, 
he fliould convince her by making the firft 
advances, it would not be thrown away, or 
received with ingratitude. 

Such were her ladyfliip's refblves — whe- 
ther mofl: kind or cruel, mbft unjuft or equi- 
table, let our readers determine, whilfl: we 
proceed to a new chapter, iand our connexions 
in the country. 

CHAP. 
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GQLONEL Fairfej^ fwdipg Mr, Har- 
, ycy fijtich bsetter jit his rcniria, ao^ the 
flcUfyl phyfi^iaR dedaring hijn p« of dan- 
ger^ he ' cqmipuflicatsqd to Dr^ H^vcy his 
whole intended pl^ of operai^s^ ai^cj the 
@)p4 W)Aa hfiviog promif^d to. join hina in 
London as ibon as the l^tj^ikoi bis &^ woui^ 
permit, they parted,, not without regret, and 
bur hero dupught hinif^lf rich in the bkflSngs 
he received ^om his ve^erat^k friend,^ he 
did not blu(h at h}s.9iifn feejipg^a^ not dp Wje 
blufii 4.t avow^ng^ thP9^ 

If any pretty gentlemen or Woods of fpirit 

ftiould 
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fiioiild be hardy enough to laugh at his or 
our antiquated notions, we can venture to 
allure them they are not pofleft of that prin- 
ciple, which, like the valuable fecret in chy- 
miftry, £o lang and vdnly fought after, has 
the happy power of converting apparent 
trifles into real tr eafures. The man who is 
in pofleflion of this fame principle which we 
ihallcall by thcfimple appellation of hu- 
manity, has a thoufand opportunities of eii- 
f iching himfelf, whereas people unacquamtcd 
with the myfteries of teneyolence muft always 
fertiain, as to this impottJant feCret, in a ftatc 
of abfolute ignorance. 

Afk a mifcr, a fijuanderer, a coxcomb, or 
the adventurer, in what riches confift, and 
perhaps they will laugh at your folly, nay, 
think you a downright ideot, for fuppofing 
it can convey any other meaning than trills, 
money and eftates. 

Afk the man of reafon, of fenfibility, of 
honor, alk the feme qucftion of Colonel 

Fairfax, 
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Fairfax, his aft ions will tell you, true riches 
are dferived from the mind, that they increafe 
by the felicity of others, by a felf-approving 
<:ondu6t, by offices of kindncfs^ by returns 
of gratitude, by the approbation of all gocTd 
people, and not in a fmall degree by bene- 
di6lions from men, fuch as Dr. Harvey* 

And now, gende reader, permit us to 
propofe one Ihort enquiry : Do you appre- 
hend the reafon why Colonel Fairfax, who 
in his life had never concealed any thing 
mater|al from his quondam tutor, fliould 
never have hinted to him the preference 
which he well knew Mrs. Edwin entertained 
for Mr. Harvey, which was the moft mate- 
rial of any other for him to be acquainted 
with. 

We fuppofe you anfwer in the negative, 
and .(hall therefore take upon ourfelves to 
declare it. 

Accident firft revealed to him the fenti- 

timents 
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meots of that lady, and the confidence fhe. 
was afterwards pleafed to repofe in him> 
made a declaration of them even to the father 
of the man Ihe favored, appear not only highly 
ungenerous, but a folicifm in friendlhip, which 
in his opinion nothing ever could repair ; on 
this confideration he left the lovers, as he 
hoped to a happy explanation, and had not 
the leaft doubt if they arrived to the felicity 
h^ fmcerely wifhed them^ Dr. Harvey would 
be foon the confident of both. 

Every thing was now fettled for Emely's 
and her brother's departure, and the evening 
preceding their intended journey, the former 
being employed in fome neceflary prepara- 
tions, Mrs. Edwin hinted to the latter a re- 
newal of her own and of Mr. Harvey's requeft. 
Colonel Fairfax faw her delicate confufion on 
that occaTion, and haftened to relieve it, by 
fixing her attention intirely on that unhappy 
gentleman's ftory. 

Concealments he thought of any kind 

might 
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might tjc injurious to both, he was alithorifed* 
td reveal the whole tranfaftion without re- 
ferve, he therefore was explicit even to a 
degree of exadiiefs. 

Truth -can never appear fo lovely as when 
drefled in the flowing ornaments of elo- 
quence, in thofe the Colonel advanced her 
to the view of Mrs. Edwin, and trudi her- 
fclf threw a tranfparent veil of companion 
over thofe faults fiie was obliged to expofe, 
through which veil the eye of benevolence 
would behold them with lefs dilguft. On 
the glorious penitent, on his exalted fenti- 
ments of filial duty,* on his noble efforts of 
returning virtue, fhe caft the piercing ray 
of Heaven's illuminating trightriefs, and 
who could turn their fight from fo reful- 
gent an objcft, to fix it on the dark train of 
errors, by which it had been preceded j if 
there is a mind f(y depraved, it was not Mrs. 
Edwin's, her Henry's fufferings had more 
than cancelled his offences. 

3 The 
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' The Colonel's pathetic defcription of that 
licart rending fituatioh in which he firft 
i>eheld Mr. Harvey at the French hotel, the 
greatncfi of his contrition, the fenfibility, . the 
generofity and fiiblime piety which he. then 
^fcovered, wotdd have drawn tears from a 
Jefs gentle, or a kfs interefted hearer, tlian 
the perfon to whom the fad relation was ad- 
dreffed-— -hers flowed withont intermiflion, 
Ihe could not prevent her coodmiance fronm f r 
ipcaking die fentiments which agitated her 
bofom, nothing was there cKprtScd refem-» 
bling either anger oi- indifference ; griefi love 
and tender pity were depiftured in flrong 
-and lively colours, flie grieved for the errors 
of bis youth, Ihe pined him for the conf^- 
<jucnces which had attended them, (he loved 
him for a thoufend ineftimable virtues, evi- 
dendy ripened to perfeftion, in the gloomy 
but wholefomc fchool of affliftions (he wKh- 
ed. Ills future happiaefs equal to her own, 
flie hoped, and who will condemn the bene- 
volence of fuch a hope, that it would be one 
vox. I, K duy 
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day in her power to foften the remembrance 
of his former forrows. 

Colonel Fairfax was too polite to be in- 
quifitive, but fhe alfb was too candid to con- 
ceal her fentiments — fhe confided in his 
friendlhip, he honored her generous fenfibi- 
lity, he approved it with that warmth of 
approbation to which a mind like hers or 
his can oriy be fufceptibie. 

Emely joined them foori after the Colonel 
had finiihed his narrative, and the cvenii^ 
was fpent with that* real fatisfadtion ever 
Attendant on the votaries of innocent chear- 
fulnefs.. 

A night of reft fucceeded, and the next 
morning having received very favorable ac- 
counts of Mr. Harvey, Mrs. Edwin tenderly 
embraced MifslHMirfw> accepted an aflPec- 
tlonate falute from the Colonel, and with the 
hopes of foon nieeting again, faw them fet 

off 



J 
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^ in her own chariot and four for Dormer 
Lodge. 

They were received by the fitter of Mrs. 
Edwin and her hufband, widi the moft cor- 
dial welcome; neither of thenn were pofleft 
of that native elegance which diftinguifhed 
the charming inhabitant of Edwin-place^ 
they were muph her inferiors too. in point 
of refined underftandin^ yet they had plain 
good ienfe, good nature^ and good inclina* 
tions in great abundance. 

The ftrongcft attachment for each other 
was evidently conlpicuous in the whole con* 
4uft of Mr. and Mrs. Dormer; natiW'^- 
ver formed the different fexes with mii^i. • 
,4nd manners more exafUy fimilar; bodi, id "^ 
the morning of life, had fcen a good dfal ' 
of what is called the fafhionable world, al)c|f< ' ^ 
both in the noon of their days entertalnec|[ 
£b perfedl a difrelifh for every other enjoy^J 
ment ,than what they found in a happy rd-) ^^r 
tirementi that they were almoft as totallyj 
K 2 unacquainted 



196' pEtBOROyOH FAMII-yv 

unacquainted with the. beau-mood as tiit^ 
bcau-mond arc unacquainted widi tf\e dc-.. 
lightful calm of peace-infpiring fcrenity and 
donieilic felicity* 

^ It was not a little difficult for Colonel 
Fair&c^ at the end of three days, to obtain 
permiifion of thofe worthy people foF his 
departure. They pFcffed, they intreated 
him toftay^ perhaps, with lefs politeneis than 
hofpitalityj fpr well we know that hone^ 
hearrinefs, which our anceftors were far from 
defpifing, is now perfeftly inconfiftent with 
the rules of polite breeding. 

It ia poflible fome very old man, wha 
may chance to read thcfe memoirs, and who 
has not foi^got the ancient cuftom of preillng. 
in the days of his forefethers, now rifcs hun-. 
gry from, the luxurious tables of great Lords^ 
great Miniilers^ and great Perfonages of all 
denominations, becaufe they are of too much 
confequenCe to give him any affiftance^ and 
too polite to dejire he will help himielf ^ 

fuch 
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luch an old man may poffibly find fomc good 
tiatured excufe for Mr. and Mrs. Dormer's 
offence againft politenefs, but from our 
readers of the 'pfefent agfe ^c do not expert 
the leaft clemency. 

Having kft Emely at Dormer Lodge^^ 
vft (hall accompany her brbflici^ to London» 
the grand theatre on which many of our fin 
turc fccnw win Jbc exlubitc4» . ,. 



K 3 • chap; 
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CHAP. XVL 

COLONEL Fairfax finifhcd the re- 
mainder of his journey on hodeback) 
attended by one fervant^ fuch a one as will 
never be met with amongfl thofe myriads of 
powdered coxcombs who furroiind the tables 
of great men— precede her grace the dutchels 
ofLove-Pomp'schair—fwingcarelefsly behind 
the coach of Lord Penfionfeckj when he at- 
tends the minifter^s levee—- wait in the lobby 
of an opera night—promote riots at the play- 
houfe— confult the looking glafs as often as 
their ladies— and vie widi their matters in the 
elegance of a nofegay, the Iweetnefs of per- 
fumes, and every other Ipccies of luxurious 
e&minancy. 

Sometimes 
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Sometimes indeed thcfc party coloured 
mementos of extravagant folly has the good 
cfFedl of putting their fuperiors to the blulh — 
.a macaroni may be ftruckwith a momen- 
tary Ihame at feeing his drefs, his air, his 
manners, exa6Uy copied by his footman- 
Vanity may make them lay afide thofc par- 
ticularities in which they find themfelves 
equalled, if not excelled 5 but their lively ge- 
nius will not let them fall a prey to the fober 
dictates of reafon : that fame genius which 
had before expofed them, puflies them 
on to new abfurdities ^ and again thofe great 
originals become the fubjedt of imitation— 
thecaufe never ceafes, neither can the effcdt, 
as long as fhadow is produced by fubftance. 

Thomas Parr was no more like his bre-^ 
thren of the fhoulder knot, than a court lady is 
like a handmaid of ;iature; a feathered fop 
like a Middlefex yeoman j cruelty like mer- 
cy j jufticc like bribery, or the promifcs of a 
man in power, Itke the genuine ofRpring of 

fincerity^ 

K 4 Honcft 
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Heneft Parr mudi refembled a rufty*a»- ^ 
tiquci a coin tibat will aotpafs currcnt^bift 
in thepoflcijioii of a Gonnoiffeur is highly efe- 
mated. Man and boy he had lived with our 
hero,, and &e fethey of our hero^ thirty fevcn 
years ; he had followed the fornier through 
all lus campaigns, a^d ^1 ha^ travels, with 
..unwearied fidelity: Thonias had feen the 
worjkia or imagioed that he had ken it. But 
Thonoas would have fcoraed a brtfe aftion.-^ 
TJioxnas loved his nia£ter, and re^i^red him 
Mxsjti to hh maker i but Thomas had a good 
isiiemory^ and could not forget iStkc ircedoim 
Jbf ufed with him when ^ ftnlpling, and wouU 
/ki& venture at certain times to estertain Uka 
with a tale or a joke, Thomas tras penfeftly 
ic^e6lful— but Thomas was talkative. Tho- 
mas would joyfuUy have preferred the fafety 
^nd joy of his mailer to felfprefervatidn— but 
Tboni&as would have done wro(^ to no man» 
even to do has mafter the moll elfe&dal fer« 
vke, Thomas, in his own opinion, was a 
brave manr-^but Thomas couW weep widjt 
the afflifted, and rejoice with the happy, 

la 
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In /hort, ThcMtias had many good quali- 
ties, few foibles ; the Colonel rewarded the' 
former with kindnefs> to the latter he was al-^ 
ways indulgent ; had he taken from him the 
liberty of (peaking in his prefence, d)e life o£^ 
his faithful fervant would have been a fore 
burden ; he ^ftied to make it comfortable^ 
he therefore fufFered him to purfoc the bent 
df his humour> and liftcned with a finiling 
countenance to his eflbrts of witticifm ; for 
be it known, Thomas in the days of his^ 
youth, had bfeen the wit of a certain parifliy 
in which he officiated as derk and fidler, be- 
fore he lowered his dignity by humble fervi-' 
tude ; his wit was not of that dangerous kind 
which blazes fiercely^ and is not only foon 
deftroyed by the force of its oWn fires, but 
alfo extends its confoming flames to the total* 
deftiTiflion of memory, reafon, and refleftion ; 
his wit did not in the fmallcft. degree rcfemble' 
Swift's, neither was it attended with the fame 
melancholy corifequences, being hiuch under 
proof; its powers were lefs intoxicating i it* 
never loft him a friend by its impetupus fiUltfs,. 
K 5 * w 
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or ovi^rflo.wedlus faculties by the rapidity of 
its motion^ 

The quixotc of our tale, and. his faithfut 
efquire, fuch as we have defcrU^ed him, ar- 
rived at the hotel in King-Streetji St. Jj»me&'s: 
Square^ about fevenin the evening, that be-* 
iflg rather a late hour- to perform the necef- 
l^ry operation of drefling, preparative to hia 
intended vifit, he fat down and wrote a polite, 
card to Udy Dorotl:^, with inquiries after her 
ladyflijp's health> and a delire of being admit- 
ted to the honour of paying his re^efts to 
her the next morning.. 

, This card he, ordered Thomjas to carry 
early the day following,, and Thomas was. 
mightily pleafed with the commiflion j. her 
l^yfliip*s woman happened to be his old ac- 
qu^tance; flxe was the beauty,, he- the wit. 
of tlie fame village,, about, the feme era^ and 
by his recommendatioja, the fathex of bis pre- 
fcnt mafter had got her placed as an. attend- 
ant on his fiftcr lady Porothy Petting. The: 

unlyckj: 
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oiilucky difagreement which happened fooa 
after, occafioned by Mr. Fairfax's marriage 
with Mife Darlington* broke off all connec- 
tion between the families, confequendy be- 
tween their domcftics^ fo that when Thomas 
heard he was once more likely to fee Mrs. 
Bridget Deacon> he grinned a ghaftly fmile, 
and with circumvolution of words, aflured 
the Colonel liis conuhands Ihould be punc- 
tually obeyed* 

Thomas Parr,, we can pofitively affirm, 
had never been in love, on the contrary, he 
was one of thofe tough bachelors, againfl: 
whom Cupid blunts his arrows in vain ; he 
hugged himfelf in his freedom as a fii^le 
man,, and if by chance he met with a cotem« 
porary, who had bartered it for the fhackles 
of matiimony> he always Ihook his head, as 
much as to fay, fool, fool, why have ydu done 
this ? nay, he has been heard to declare, if 
the devil did not come upon earth to vifit his 
fins in the (hape of a wife, he would bid. him 
defiance in any other fprm he Ihould afluiHe* 
K 6 Putting; 
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1 . Eutting love qmte out of the queftioiii, hs% 
reaibns for defiring to behold and converfe 
with Mrs. .Bridget, were two-fold;, firft, that 
he i^ay.be gradfied by receiving her thank& 
fbn thi? fervice he had done her'tiirty years. 
ago>. having, accordijog to his ficnple nature,, 
^o corpprehenlioa that an obligation was of 
iefs valuie at the end of any fiated time, than 
k wa^ when firit conferred on the obliged 
perfonj and fccondly, he fliould feel him- 
Iclf proiid to talk of his dear mafter, and hi$ 
(jear nnafter's affairs without reftraint«. 

Thonfias met with a very cordial recep^ 
tion from his old acquaintance in Grofyenor* 
Squares Mrs. Deacon, and all the upper 
table ladies and gentlemen were afiembled ta 
breakfeft in the fteward*s room, of which re-t 
paft he was warmly invited to partake, and as. 
readily ttccejgted i but' now a difficulty occur- 
red, he could not eafily provide himfelf with 
a. chair, every vacancy being oco^ied by 
t^y Dorothy's fpotted and feathered fevo-* 
jfites of all denonri^;tbnSi, whicK arc Ajgnified 

ia 
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ibme refiftance on die part of two Ipcmiels of 
the royal breed> they ac laft conde£:efKkd to 
lake a place on the fc^c lap of Mrs^ Deacon^ 
and Thomas fucceeded to the abdicated feat. 

His firft bullne(s had been to defiirer hi^ 
maker's billet^ and todefire it might be car^ 
ried up immediately to her ladyihip^ but was 
kformed^ that lady Dorothy was not yet 
ilirring, and that nobody could venture \cf 
difturb her till (he fummoned them by her 
bell. Thomas^ who had fenfe enough to 
know there was no appeal fxom the laws of 
necefiity> was forced to iubmit to the delay, 
thoygh knowing his mafter's inr»patience^ hia 
€rwn was but litde inferior, to be feat back 
with her ladyfhip's anxioufly cxpeded anfwer, 

Mediinfcs, Mrs. Qeacon, fays Thomas; 
furveying archly the numerous birds and 
beafts'Aat psfftly formed the fecial circle i 
methinks, Mrs. Bridget Deacon, you might 
have emplbycd your time to better purpofe, 
6 fince 



fince I faw you laft, than in raifing up fucb 
a fknnily as this? how much better b a 
bufband than a monkey, and children than 
Jap dogs and parrots ? the roguifli finile and 
flyug of the fhoulders that accompanied this 
obfervation, gained the Ipeaker very general 
applaufe &om the ladies and gentlemen: of 
the rouhd table> and was received with a par- 
ticular cxpreffion of countenance by the per- 
fon to whom it was addreffed> who with ai 
tender fimper^ dircfted full at the face of 
Thomas Parr, replied with equal leadinefs, 
you verify the old feying,» Mr. Thomas, once 
a wit and always a wit j but you have na 
^:ight to be fonhy on us fingle people, unlefs 
you. had fet us an example in the way of 
marriage. 

Eyes off miftrefs Bridget ! I never was 
fnarried, nor ever intend to be married, and I 
believe my mafter, God blefs him, is pretty 
much of my mind for the matter of that.. 

Oh 
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Oh dear ! he will change his opiiuOii> re-? 
torted die woiung • gentlewomiix» fomewhat 
difconcerted, if he means to be in favor of my 
lady, fhe'U get him a wife I warrant you> whe<- 
ther he likes it or not i if there were but two 
joint iiools in the houfe^, (he would bring them 
tojgether. 

We muft take onr chance for Aat, fays 
Thomas, but as her ladyfhip has let you ef- 
cape> 3 hope I may be fafe, and as to mafter, 
he muH take care of himfelf. 

One of the younger abigails now obferved, 
that (he had heard fay the Colonel was pro* 
digioufi handibme. 

Handfome, repeated Thomas ! that is the 
lead of his recommendations, he has the 
nobleft heart, and the beft temper of any man 
in the king's dominions, and as to handfome^ 
nefs, de fee ma'me, a doaen fine ladies have 
broke their heart ftrmgs about him already^ 
bdides as many more that have made nuns 

of 



cf ' themieives for his fakej and twice diat 
numbly God ble& hini^ I jcaow he has beeii 
a& kind to as heart could wifh. Here lady 
Dorothy^e bell fiimmoiied Mrs. Deacoii> wha 
tnftahdf repaired txi her ladyship's bed-cham^ 
hcTy c^trrjring with her the note fro^ Colonel 
Fairfax* 



CHAP- 
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AS fooA as Mn. Deacon fiuide het ip^ 
peftrame at the bcdfide df her lady, 
liavbg firft drawn up dneof the windowtmr* 
^ifii high enough to adihit juft as mudi 
ii^ ms wdidd ftiake the objc^ about hd- 
d%t^mfhahk> ffae &w lady Dorotjiy fettmg 
up in the bed wringing her hands^ and appa- 
rently much difordered j but this difinay was 
4noc iiilly obfen^d t>y liie attendant^ 'dU ofier* 
ing the note^ and tellii^ her it canne from 
Colonel Fsurfax> her ladylhip brufh*d it away> 
trying out at the fame time, don^t talk to me 
of notes or X3olonels, but fend inftantly ftnr 
Do6tpr Philter, . I am dying, ablbluteljr 
keying ! 

Terrified 



Terrified at the exclamation, her afFrightcd 
woman was hurrying to the door to call 
afliftance, when Lady Dorothy bid her return 
and give her hartfhorn and water> which hav- 
ing fwallowcd, fhe burft into tears, and de- 
clared hcrfclf fo much relieved, that there 
would be no occafion, flie hoped> for the 
dofbor; but^tell me, continued, ihe, and tell 
me truly, without endeavouring^ through a 
well inteiided, but cruel tendcrnefi, to fofen 
ike blow t\m ^eatens me, or attempting to 
impofb Qn my under^anding, by breaking the 
.:^t%I uditigs to mtj as if I wanted rei<^udoh 
fo bi^ar the whoje weight of the misfortunes 
which you fear will pverwheUn mej fpcak 
and tell me af^oncej, arc pompy and fpidcr 
jbojfh^ both dead J- 

.. Dead, my lady I they are in perfect health 
and fpirits, I allure your ladyfhip. 

Heaven be praifed ! smd all the Tcft of my 
little family, are they all fafc, no fkknt& 
amongft thc0i, no aqcident i 

AH 
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All fafc and all well my lady, th^ fweet 
creatures had juft finifhed their brcakfaft at 
the fecond table when your ladyfhip's bell 
Wig. 

Dear good woman> what comfort you give 
me. I think I would never go to bed againi 
if I was fure to have another fuch dream aa 
I awakened from this morning. 

Your hdyfiiip dreamed perhaps diat the 
'World ^ras coming to an end. 

A tlkoufand dmes worfe. Deacon, infinitely 
more terrifying ; I thought I faw the tppa^ 
ridon c^ my hufband carrymg away pompy 
.and fpider in. his arms, whilft the beautiful 
litde fpider barked and growled in a tone fb 
bewitchingly plaintive, that 1 fcreemcd after 
the ghoft of poor Mr. Petting, to make him 
releafe it, and the found of my own voice 
awakened me j what Deacon, from fuch a 
dream as thi$, couU I cj^pcd: but to hear 

from 



from ri*e^ that one or both of my pf e^oxs 
little bhes were dead. ^ 

Mrs; Deacon having congratulated hefr 

kdy on this alarm^ being but a dream> again 

'prefentcd the billet, fafing, Will yofe pfcafe 

dhy kdjr to bpiti ihe Cdlonert fiOte> Kisl^ 

^aUft wwts i«k>w for your kdyfliip'S saifWer* 

Oh, yes, give it me, I have fpirits now to 
%fter ihtolthe -Gotiimoii affairs of Bfr, and 
having caft her tf^^ t^v Att contents^ fcifi 
my compliments to Colonel Fairfax, faid fhe, 
fay I am not yet riflcn, but that I fhaH be glad 
tx> fee him at Ance o^docki l^lbre 1 go oiit 
to mr*. , Thia meffitge being con*^yW to 
^Thbtwas, he took Ws departure to Dov^N 
<St!*et> %hfcre the Colonel had tedkeh JtSl^iigJ, 
<ttKi Mrs. Deacon returned to ^05ffi at her 
lady's toilet. 

■' Lady Dorothy dlured that all trtts weH 
frith thoTe dear xJreaturcs who poiSefled her 
'undivided alfedlonsj and pleaied that her 

GLCphew 



»5ptew was arrived in town, her heart ex- 
panded to receive all forts of agreeable im-t, 
preflions, and haying put a fcore of maternal 
queftions ta Deacon, of how her femily had 
refted, what they had eat, &€• all of which 
\yas anfwered to her perfect latisfaftion, fhc 
iiext turned her thoughts to the eftablilhment 
of her nephew, to whoni repoit had been la- 
viih of encomiums really his due j Ihie knew 
his patrimony was flender, but fhe copfider- 
e4 his biftl^, and his no very dUlant views of 
4(1 earl's coronet, as oiore than an equival,ent 
for the^ deficiencies of fortune ; bcfides' his 
figure and education fhe fuppofed would en- 
fare him a flattering- reception to whatever 
flight his devours might be carried. Imagi- 
nation is a hobby-horfe that often runs away 
with his rider, galloping over improbabilities 
blindfolded, and clearing every precipiece of 
obftrudtion with as much eafe as a blood horfo 
leaps the bar, yet feldpm reaches the goal : 
whither this was the cafe with Lady Dorothy' $ 
Prelent hobby, w^ijiall fee.in due time^ 

Before 
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Before fhe had taken ofF her night cap, or 
even put on her ftays, with only a loofe wrap- 
ping gown thrown round her fhoulders, fhe 
lat herfelf down at her writing table, and pro- 
duced the three following notes, which having 
fealcd and directed. Deacon put them into 
die hands of as many footman, with repeated 
, charges not to return without anfwers, as the 
ladies could not, fhe faid, but be at home at 
that early hour, it being no more than twen- 
ty five minutes and three feconds paft one 
o'clock by her watch, and which fhe regu* 
lated every day by the Horfe Guards. 

NOTE. 

To Lady Charlotte Ogle. 

My dear creature, you muftpofirively dine 
with me to-morrow at fix o'clock ; my doors 
will not be open to the mukitude 'till eleven, 
I have the happinefs to tell your l^yfhip my 
dear litde ones are all well, 

Yours moft fincerely, 

D. Petting. 
CARD, 
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CARD. 

Lady Dorothy Petting prefcnts her com- 
pliments to Lady Watchit and Lady Auguf. 
ta Efrawl, and requefts the honor of their 
i^mpany to a femily dinner to-morrow ; it 
win be very obliging of Lady Watchit, if fhe 
wiU be fo good to announce to any of her 
friends, that Lady Dorothy will be at home 
to-morrow evening. 

The kft, and moll laboured, becaufe it 
bore the moft important meaning of all her 
ladylhip*s productions, ran thus : 

Riglit Hon. Lady Selina Dangle. 

My Dear Lady Selina, If it was not for 
your exceffive good nature, I Ihould fear to 
aik you ib great a favour, as that your lady- 
Ihip would do me the honor to dine with me 
at fb Ihort a nonce as to-morrow j I am 
ihocked at my owo freedom, though affured 
l^^dulgence, I dread kft it may not 

be 
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be in your power to do more than pardon 
me ; can it be poffible to expeft fo much 
good fortune as to find Lady Sdina Dangle 
difengaged even at the diftaftcc of a montlT,' 
how much lefs realbn is there to* hope widi 
only one poor day for my advocate, fijch aA 
objedt as you are to the whole world of 
falhion j but if it is poffible I know you will 
oblige me J I am dyir^ with impatience to 
prefcnt to your ladyftiip -^ new acquifition 
that I have received into my family, 

. I have the honor to be^ with inviolable 
attachment, &cc. &c. 

D. Petting, 

It is natural to fuppofe that our readers 
may have fome curiofity to be better ac- 
quainted with the ladies to whoni Lady Do- 
rothy dii^Jatched her invitations, we fhall 
therefore bring them forward "^vith their feve- 
ral endowments and fituarions, in a (pick and 
Ijpan new chapter, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

LADY Charlotte Ogle was the daughter 
of a deceafed Peer, more remarkable 
for the ancient date of his creation than for 
the Iplendour of his fortune; but being a 
widower, and having no male heir in imme- 
diate defcent, the whole of his perfonal ef- 
fefts, amounting to upwards of ferenteen 
thoufand pounds, devolved on Lady Char- 
lotte, as his only furviving child j but alas! 
what is that poor pittance to fupport a mo- 
dern bred woman of quality, at Icaft fo 
thought Lady Charlotte Ogle, her extreme 
poverty was the favorite topic on which (he 
delighted to dwellj and always qvdtted it with 
VOL, I. I. as 
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as much regret as a lover does the praifes 
of his miftrefs j fhe was neither young or 
handfome, wife or well-difpofed, but poffeft 
a fund of cunning and diffimulation, the na- 
tufe of which was hot to be deteded by 
common obfervers, and acute penetration 
was not fo general a fcience as to obftruft 
her paflage into the houfes and hearts of 
almoft all the refpcftablc perfonages, whofe 
equality brought them into the circle of her 
ajcquainiance, amongft whom fhe paired for 
ti^ moft amiable woman in the • world; 
many wives had been reduced from happv- 
nefe. to mifery, many hufbands expcfcd, 
daughters had eloped, and fons been difin- 
heritedin families which had been, diftm- 
quifhed by an intimacy with Lady Charlotte 
Oglej yet no eye ever glanced fufpicion on 
the fpecious Lady Charlotte, as the author 
or promoter of fuch. fort of grievances, or 
had it, yet been difcovered that the love of 
mifchief was the moft predominate in h" 
feir bofom, of any other feiiwle paffion barely 
fliortofthiswas hv- infatiaJale avarice, and 
3 . .- . •/ 



it'was their influ^ice united that had bound 
her in the ttrohgeft bonds of profefflonal 
ffiendibip with Lady Dorothy Petting, in 
whafc weaknefs bodi were abundantly gra- 
tified, (he alfifted her Ladyfhip with great 
ee.al in coupiing dipfe together whoftie 
Hnew would plague and tornfient each other 
for the reft of their lives, and Ihe found no 
fmall benefit occur from a liberal propen* 
fity. of I^dy Dorothy's to make, compen*.' 
fttion^ foi: the breachesin a. ruffle oran apron 
which th? c^rcffes of ber four-footed dar- 
lings migJit have occafioned* 

This difpofitioA in her friend had long 
been a riqji mind from whence JLady Char?- 
tette's aftive induftry extracted no. incon-\ 
fidi^rablc advantages 5 her tnoi-ning vifus were 
very frequent in Grofvenor-Square, drefled 
for the ocoafion in drapery of little value, 
^x}d l\kc Wildman covered with bees; fo her 
L^^yfliip's perfoji in thde t£te ^' tites, was 
fc^rc© to.be diftinguiibcd for the. multitude 
of anim^ that hung, about it, whilfl: ihe 
L 2 lavilhcd 
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lavifticd on them the tcndcreft and the fond- 
eft appellations i if as it always happened 
either by her own efforts or the paws of her 
dear little hangers-on, a rent in her drapery 
^nfued, flie would exclaim. Well, heaven 
blefs you, my love, you could not help it, 
I wiih I could replace it, as eafily as I 
can pardon the offender; or, fy, fy, kilfing 
die dog, the cat, or the monkey, on whom 
the mifchief was laid; fy, fy, thou doftnpt 
confider my poverty; thefc and fuch like 
hints never failed of producing an elBTedt, and 
without ever being difappointed, ihe always 
looked on her toilet table the next qiormng 
after the damage had been done, for a pre- 
fcnt from Lady Dorothy of ten times the 
value of what had been deftroyed the day 
before; on thofe occafions all parties were 
well pleafed, except Lady Charlotte*s wo- 
man, whofc perquifites were much curtailed 
by the extraordinary ufcs her ladylhip had 
for decayed linen and faded ribbons, however 
poor Mrs. Congee had no remedy for her 
complaints, but that of making them gene- 
i rally 
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rally known to all the receivers of caft cloaths, 
who heartily joined her in execrating prudent 
miftreffes. 

It may be fuppofed, that with fuch ftrong 
propenfities to the love of mifchief and 
money, there was no room left in the breaft 
of Lady Charlotte for that trouWcfomc fort 
of affeftion, which is fo apt to play the fool 
with boys and girls, but this was not exadly 
the cafe, for though fhe was not addicted to 
the entertainment of romantic ideas, or 
burdened with thofe namelcfs tumults of 
hopes and fears, which make up the delight 
or torment of a lover's exiftence^ Ihe was 
much further removed from the imputation 
of indifference for mankind, and had at an 
early age been more than once very near the 
verge of matrimony; but thefe occurrences 
happened in the life time of her father, and 
a convcrfarion between him and his intended 
fons-in-law, in which the words fortune and 
fettlements made a confiderable part, had 
always ended the pretcnfions of one party 
L J and 
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and the hopes of the other 5 from the time 
of the Earl's deceafe fh^.had it is true received 
no overtures of marriage, at leaft from tnen 
of rank, who according to her opinion were 
alone irititled to make them, and indeed, 
radier than condefcend to become the wife 
of any thing below a Peer, ftie had thought 
it more coiifittent with her quality to become 
the tender friend and gentle Deidcmona of 
Lord Marfhan. , 

His liordJhip was a colbteral branch of 
Tier family, hadTucceeded to her fedier's earl- 
dom, and that part t)f the ettate that went 
with it by entailment^ but be it obferved, thi« 
hberal caimcxion had* never thrown a .fiiafe 
on ^G piirity of het- Jadyjftiip's chara;6ler^ 
the world was biiinded by her management^ 
or pretended to be bHnd, it woudd be feme* 
tvhat.hard to decide, to which fhe owed the 
concealment of her atnour j it may be placed 
to the accoumt o( Jier own nnimpefldhaWi 
hypocrify, or it may, with asgrcat probability, 
befwppb&d 10 proceed, from the good-na- 
tured 
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tured lenity of her oWn fex; of whom it can- 
not be feid they waiitonly delight in fcandal. 
No, k is never a female amufement, except 
excited by Ibme extraordinary beauty, or bril- 
liant taknts> which are not in their own poC- 
fcflioa. 

Lord Marfham had been once married; but 
having applied to the Doftors df DoAors- 
Commons, he had finind a i^medy for the 
laffitudes of wedlock, this remedy is now fa 
very public and fo 'rtiuch ufed by the faflrion- 
ables of the prefent age, that a girl of four- 
teen, two ye^ars or more before fl&e enters 
on thfe ftage of diffipation, might accufc us 
of n^ knowihg life or nature^ W€rc we tx> 
foppofe hfer ignorant of the ingredients* 

Lady Chaiiotte's amour with his Lord- 
fhip commenced before his bill of divorce 
had paOed the upper houfe, or pcAaps fli« 
might have tiad (ome chance of training him 
back to the alter of hymen, but when ibe had 
M 0|^rtuhity, alast it was too late, ar- 
L4 guments 
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guments of all forts were unavailing, hi* 
Lordihip had no idea that he was bound to 
repair a Ledy's reputation, who had made 
a voluntary facrifice to plcafure, this was^ 
his mental determinadon> and perhaps not 
very cenfuifable, the trealiire we poffeis is 
in general prized by others as we eftimate 
it ourfclves, and if a lady fets fo litdc value 
on her virtue as to wear it thread-bare, who 
will attempt to repair what is pall mending. 

Lord Marfham was not deficient in that 
fort of addrels in which Lady Charlotte 
abounded; a thoufand rimes fince he was at 
liberty . to make a fecond choice, he had 
dried her tears, and filenced her .complaints 
by words of the ftrongcft expreflion of fomc- 
thing, but literally meaning nothing; at laft 
he was reduced to the neccflity of applying 
to an expedient intirely new, which though 
not powerful enough to filence her eflFeAu- 
ally, (hortened her folicitadons and length-- 
cned the periods at which they were renewed ^ 
tlwre was nothing fo ynpleafant to her lady- 

ihip 
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fiiip as a ferious convcrfationi any thing like 
morality was difgufting, but if it glanced o» 
religion, to the knowledge of which fhe had 
no claim, either from education or inclination, 
there was nothing fhe would not facrificc 
to filence the fpeaker -, and from a perfect 
inlight into this particular part of her {tn^ 
timents and averfions, LordMariham foimed 
his plan to leflen, if not intirely get rid of, 
her upbraidings and folicitations, by pr£« 
tending a confcientious motive for not enter- 
ing into a fecond engagementj whilft the 
woman who had been his wife was ftill alive,, 
his arguments though perfeftly ridiculous 
were advanced with fo much Iblemnity, and 
in a tone to poor Lady Charlotte's ear fo 
fright;fully ferious, that having relinquilhed 
the fubjeft from dilguft, Ihe licldom returned 
to it, from a knowledge that fhe could not 
controvert thofe argumeijjrs which Ihe even 
did not comprehend^ fomc of them being, 
educed for his purpofc from the nwft fa- 
crcd authors, and now Lady Charlotte, in- 
lieu of her more honorable eftablifhment, 
L 5, • was 



wto fof cfe4 1<3 be xofttfefift with 'th6 privikge 
itf governing his Loirdihip, m^M^hg M^ 
af&irs^ smd forming the moft expetifive fdans 
of entertainment for herfetf ^aid the friends 
Ae mcrfl favored> all of which Lord Mar- 
ram cpnfented to with pleafvfi'e, ^nd eKecwted 
with m\mificence — iuch was Lady Charlotte 
Ogle> her endowments^ and her fituation^ 

When Lady Dorothy's note ef invitation 
was delivered to her Ladylhip, Lord Mar- 
Iham happened to be at breakfeft with hcr^ 
and as fiie had no intention that morning to 
vifit her deftroying friends in Grofvcnor- 
Square, her difhabiile was elegantly fine, 
and fat off her face and figure to fo much 
advantage, as lo give to thirty-eight the ap- 
pearance of twenty-five, and might havb 
abated a little of that aftoniftiment, which, 
at a moment when the graces had been lefi 
confulted, n^uft have ftruck the beholder f 
how it came to pafs that fo hand£^rne a 
young man could poflibly be attached to a 

womaH' 



HPfoman fo Iktle bcauti&l, and i© much <AdcT 

Lady Charlotte threw the note carelefsly 
on the table and bid Lord Marlham open 
it, adding, I have not patience to read it 
myfeif, that old ^oman is for ever tormenting 
one with hernotes, I wifh flic was twenty 
feet under ground. 

Provided, Charlotte Ihc left you behind 
her, and a legacy by which you might remem- 
ber her — ^but hear what fhe lays— his Lord- 
fhip then read the eontsents of Lady Dorothy^s 
note. - . 

Well, and what am I" to do ? How arc 
you to difpofe of yourfelf, my Lord ? I had 
planned that we fho^ dine com£c>rtably alone 
So-nK»:row« 

Undoubtedly, 70U: mull accept the invi^ 
tation,.. 

L 6 . An* 
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And why muft 11 Z do not want to be eat 
up by her dogs, or get a htilband of hci 
providing, where then is the neceflity of our 
dining apart S^ 

Only that you know fhc is fupportlng die 
intcreft of my ^ friend in his canvais for—— — 
lhire> and juft at this time I would keep her in 
good humour*. 

At my cxpcnccl but if I gp you fhall 
fiofitively do penance with me^ 

Yoir Ladyfhip forgets I may be fo un- 
fcrtunate as not to find a card when I return 
]ioi^e» 

Pifli, then fend her word you will, dine 
widi her, or go fans ceremony,, or flop, I will 
anfwer her fcrap of eloquence and announce 
your intentions. 

Do with me as you pleaft, you are the 
Emprefe of my fate, I own no other laws 

but 
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butthofe of love and Lady Charlotte-— fels 
words and accents were at variance, they 
were began with ahem^ended with a yawn; 
then ftarting from his chair, and furveying 
himfclf in the glafs, he caught up his hat, 
wifhed her a good day, hoped to Jiave the 
honor of meeting her in the evening at tht 
Duchefs of G 's affcmbly, and Aid out 
.of the room to take his morning gallop in 
Hyde-Park. 



CHAP. 



4jO DELftOHeufeM f AMitV. 



CHAP. XIX, 

PATIENCE, good reader, we have not 
forgot our promife of prefenting three 
other Ladies to your further acquaintance* 
Lady Watchet, her fair, daughter. Lady Au- 
gufta Drawl, and the ftill fairer Lady Selina 
Dangle, are ready to appear on the ftagc ; 
but modefty retire behind the fcenes, merely 
to give us the opportunity of introducing 
Colonel Fairfax to his aunt Dorothy, know- 
ing that if we fliould delay the ceremony 
five minutes longer, her Ladyfhip may have 
gone out to air, it being already half an 
hour after two^ which muft have been a& 
fcvere a* difappointment to thyfel^ gentle 

reader. 
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reader, as it certainly would have "been » 
us, his faithful hiftorians. 

In an elbow chair, on one arm of which 
was perched a fmall monkey, on thfe other a 
parrot, who fecmed vying wrdi each other 
to entertain their miftreft by a raiicty of 
founds, which none but herfetf could under- 
ftand, was Lady Dwothy feated, expefting, 
with infinite compofulre, the appearance of 
her nephew^ a fquirrd, faftened to her fide by 
a fiivcr chain, promenaded from her pocket 
to her Ihoulder, and from her fhouider to 
her pocket, whiKt at her feet, on a crimfon 
velvet culhion, repofed Pompey and Spider, 
emblems of E^em fplendor and Biitifh 
indolence. 

The announciation ahd advances of Colo- 
nel Fairfax occafioned fomething very like 
tumult amongft the houfhold .troops, and 
for fome moments prevented him from hear-^ 
ing his aunt's compliment of reception, ot 
of making-her an an^er, Pompey and Spi^ 

dcr 
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der had faftened on his heels with no friciidfy 
falutation, which, together with their yellsy 
the fqualls of the parrot, and the chattering 
of pugy made it impoflible for him to hear> 
or to be heard : Lady Dorothy, who had rifeii 
to receive him, having, with fome difficulty, 
fiknced her noify attendants, thought it ne- 
ceflary to make fome apology for the con« 
du£t. of her family, by layings their interrup- 
tion was occafioned by the litde progrels 
they had yet made in their education, many 
of them being new acquifirions, who had 
not received twenty Icffons from the matter. 
What were the fenfations of the Colonel is 
more eafily furmifed than explained ; it was 
a mixture of rifibility and funprife,. and, per- 
haps, tinctured with a litde contempt, which 
little is more than we can dccendy declare 
he felt for his father's fitter^ 

Lady Dorothy, having flirveycd die ele- 
gant figure and handfome countenance of 
her nephew, with a look of apparent appro- 
bation^ and the firfl compliments on both 

iidei 
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fides happily got over, her Ladyihip's firft 
queftion of importance was> if, with fo many 
advantages fronm nature and ficuation, he had 
been able to guard his heart from the many 
attacks, fhe was afliired, it muft have fuilained 
from the, artful infinuations of coquetry and 
beauty. 

I have been no more invulnerable, Ma-^ 
dam, replied the Colonel, fmiling, to the 
fhafts of beauty than to the dangers of my 
profeffion. If the moft perfed admiration for 
the fair fex is a blemifli on the charafter of 
a foldier, I muft refign all pretenfions to 
military fame. 

I hope you have not fixed your afFediona 
imprudently; the firft objedt is the Lady's 
cornieftions — the next I^er fortune^ 

I have not fixed them at all ; but have 
admired beauty and g6od-nature, where ever 
I have been happy enough to meet them in 
Vnion with each other. 

Serioufly 
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Seri6uny, then you hav^ fonned no foolilfe 

engagements. 

I did not fay that, my dear Madam: I 
father fear there has been ttvofc of folly than 
tvifdom in dl the engagements -I have hitherto 
formed with the moft beautiful part of the 
creation. 

YxHi profefs yourfclf a general admirei^ 
only. 

A very geneml one. 

Am I to underftand you have not yet fecn 
the woman, who you wifh to prefent to mc 
«s my mece ? 

Many who defervc the honour of your 
Ladyfhip*s indulgence, and whofe alliance 
would be h^hly flatteitbg ta me> mscy h^ve 
cr5>ffed Any path, tiut have not engaged my 
j^iticulai- notice. 

I 
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I am charmed with yotif candouf Und 
good undefftartding, and fhall take cafe of 
your welfare ; you muft dine with me to- 
morrow. 

Colonel Fairfax bowed aflent^ and Wa:$ 
going to reply, when the groom of the 
chambers brought in three notes, made up iq 
the form of hearts, which on a gilt falver he 
carried to her Ladyfhip, who, having afked 
and obtained permiflion, opened them witK 
impatience. Yes, faid flie, having fun over 
the contents with evident marks of pleafure^ 
you muft. Colonel^ dine with tnc to-morroW : 
1 fhall have a few chofen friends, to whom 
you will be prefented. They are afl the 
moft charming people in the world, .and I 
muft teU you, nepTiew, after: you have been 
introduced to fome of them, I flaall be for- 
prifed, nay difappbinted, if you ai-c any 
longer farisfied with being a general ad- 
mirer. 

You 
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You make a coward of me. Madam. If 
you forefec fo much danger, I (hall be radier 
inclined to keep out of the way of it. May 
I take the liberty to afk, if thde pretty 
billet-doux arc from the fair hands of my 
ambufhed befiegers. 

. Lady l5orothy, who was now in the beft 

humour imaginable witli hcrnephew for being 

fo amiable, and with herftlf for having managed 

with fo much (kill and fuccefs, defired him to 

perufe them, and promifed to inform him 

who the writers were, and how much they 

were intitled to his attention and devoirs,. 

Colonel Fairfax obeyed her command, and 

read aloud: 

# 
Lady Watchet, and Lady Augufta Drawl, 

will have the honour of dining with Lady 

Dorothy Petting to-morrow, if Ihe will 

have the goodnefs to receive them at half 

after fevenj they cannot poffibly come 

a minute before that time, being obliged to 

attend five auftions, where the greateft cu- 

riofitics in nature are to be difpofed of* 

Well, 
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Well, Madam, faid the Colonel, laying 
down the note (he had juft finifhed) I wait 
your Ladyfhip's information on the fubjeft 
of thcfe l-adies before I proceed to the 
next. 
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